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THE  PRESIDENT
a  message  from

One of our major undertakings in 
recent months was the overhaul and 
upgrade of our website and member-
ship database. It was long overdue, 
but in a brief period of time it has 
already proven itself successful. The 
ease with which we can now com-
municate with membership as well 
as the simplicity with which you 
can join or renew your membership 
online is a vast improvement. 

For the website and database to 

be effective we need to have a cur-
rent email address for all members. 
You can expect to continue to receive 
a monthly email with our “Bighorn 
Minutes” that will keep you up to 
date with the organization. 

Soon we intend to add an online 
store with WSFA branded merchan-
dise to the website. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to visit our 
website yet, please do so at www.
wsfab.org. This is the best source of 

OUR 
MISSION

DARREN THOMSON, WFSA PRESIDENT

AT THE TIME OF WRITING THIS, WE 
HAVE RECENTLY COMPLETED ANOTHER 
SOLD OUT AND SUCCESSFUL WSFA SHEEP 
SHOW FUNDRAISER. IT TAKES A TON OF 
TIME AND EFFORT FROM OUR BOARD 
MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS ALIKE TO 
MAKE IT ALL COME TOGETHER. WE TRULY 
APPRECIATE THE SUPPORT FROM THE 
SPONSORS, DONORS, EXHIBITORS AND 
EACH OF YOU THAT TAKE THE TIME TO 
ATTEND AND MAKE IT THE SUCCESS THAT 
IT IS EACH YEAR.
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tion. The summary from this meet-
ing and the broad range of topics 
covered can be found on the website 
in the news section. 

In late June, we will be attending 
the Wild Sheep Foundation Chapters 
and Affiliates Summit which pro-
vides the opportunity for the vari-
ous chapters and affiliates to meet, 
network, and exchange ideas. Each 
chapter might be from a different 
province, state, or territory but at the 
end of the day we all share the same 
common focus and concern for wild 
sheep. 

In June, we will also be holding 
the always popular Youth Hunter 
Sheep Camp.  This camp is for youth 
ages 11 to 17 and brings together 
upwards of 50 youth every year. We 
have a group of dedicated volunteers 

that make it a fun and educational 
weekend for the up and coming next 
generation of sheep hunters and 
conservationists.

By the time each of you receive 
this newsletter your hunting draws 
will be in and you’ll be eagerly 
awaiting the results. All the best for 
the summer and good luck come the 
fall! 

 Darren Thomson
Darren Thomson, WSFA President

mtnviews@shaw.ca

detailed information related to news, 
resources, events and projects.

Looking ahead to this year, our 
Prescribed Burn and Habitat Commit-
tee will continue to keep in contact 
with Alberta Agriculture and Forestry 
regarding its burn plans for the year. 
We will add information to the WSFA 
website as it is made available.

We will also maintain regular dia-
logue with Alberta Environment and 
Parks and look forward to the next 
sheep management meeting which 
will be held later in the year. The 
most recent meeting was in Decem-
ber 2017 with Environment and Parks 
as well as a wide range of stakehold-
er groups from across the province. 
A large area of focus and concern for 
the department is regarding disease 
and domestic and wild sheep separa-

A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  (continued) 
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WILD SHEEP 
FOUNDATION 

www.wsfab.org/members 
'8)m Wild Sheep
�oundation Swag 

Our Spring Membership drive was an enormous success.  

From January 1st to March 13th we had:
 
 73 Annual Memberships
 67 Three Year Single Memberships
 4 Associate Memberships
 9 Family Memberships
 52 Life Memberships

The winners from the Spring Membership Drive Were:

1st Place: Bill MacFarlane, Calgary

2nd Place: Renee Halun, Calgary

3rd Place: Madeline Craig, Innisfail

We want to thank each one of our life members for all of the your 
support!
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LEE  MARTINEAU
meet  the  director:
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LEE  MARTINEAU

fire to ponder where the rams might 
be. 

Undiscouraged, I trudged on. As 
is the norm these days, during the 
off season I went to work scouring 
the internet on “how to sheep hunt” 
phrases like ultra-light and age-
matters seemed to resonate into my 
fledgling mind. 

My pack has gradually changed 
shape into a lightweight system that 

rarely includes a tent. 

I began to realize that sheep hunt-
ing has very little to do with sheep 
killing. In fact, I now realize that time 
spent alone in the mountains is my 
key to feeling right with the world. 

Eight years into my ovis obsession 
I have yet to find the ram that I feel 
worthy enough to harvest. I have 
taught myself that when it comes 
to my ram, I am not tied to a score, 

I self-describe as being an adult 
onset hunter. I grew up on the farm 
shooting gophers and waterfowl, 
but I did not start hunting big game 
until well into my twenties. First 
the obsession started with chasing 
white-tailed deer around our ranch 
northwest of Sundre. 

A conversation with my father 
one morning over coffee sparked an 
intrigue into sheep hunting that grew 
into a wildfire of passion and deter-
mination that no common sense can 
seem to extinguish. 

My first sheep hunts were some-
what of a comedy. Carrying a back-
pack full of the essentials like a fold-
able camping chair, 4-person tent, 
and enough food and clothes to last 
for weeks. I struggled my way deep 
into the mountains in search of any 
legal ram that walked by. As I think 
back to my pack in my early days in 
the mountains, I can’t imagine where 
the ram would have fit in my already 
overstuffed pack. 

After my first few hunts I quickly 
realized sheep hunting is not white-
tail hunting. 

After my first season, I could have 
carried the nickname of the great 
white ewe hunter as all I could seem 
to find were large herds of sheep, 
but of the wrong sex. I figured it was 
at least positive that I was seeing 
sheep and I had a nice big chair to 
sit on in front of my roaring camp 

MY NAME IS LEE MARTINEAU AND I 
AM IN MY SECOND YEAR ON THE WILD 
SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA BOARD. 
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MEET  THE  DIRECTOR  (continued) 

This summer I will head to the 
Yukon to hunt with Bonnet Plume 
Outfitters where I will search for 
a white sheep that satisfies my 
requirements. Once home, I will 
continue my unwavering search for a 
monarch Alberta bighorn. 

As a passionate mountain hunter, 
I am proud to sit on the Wild Sheep 
Foundation Board of Directors. In the 
past year, I have lead the reorganiza-
tion of the communication system, 
specifically creating a new website, 

creating a self managing membership 
database and creating and sending 
the monthly Bighorn Minutes email. 
I feel grateful to give back to an or-
ganization that undertakes so much 
effort to increasing the populations 
of wild sheep in Alberta. 

As a new  father, I anticipate the 
day when I can take my son to the 
mountains to chase the grey ghosts 
of the peaks and watch him as he 
learns what it means to really feel 
alive! 

a size or an age, but rather a look. 
I have the vision of the ram that I 
know I will eventually harvest, but 
I am in no hurry as I know that my 
time and effort will eventually yield 
the ram of my dreams. 

I am passionate about mountain 
game. This last season, I was fortu-
nate enough to hunt for mountain 
goats with Golden Bear Outfitting, 
northwest of Telegraph Creek, Brit-
ish Columbia, where I harvested a 
respectable billy. 
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BY FRANK TURNER

ALBERTA  GAME  POLICY  advisory  council

SUMMARY
ALBERTA GAME POLICY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL (AGPAC, FORMERLY AGMAG) 
IS COMPRISED OF 26 REPRESENTATIVE 
MEMBERS FROM THE FOLLOWING 
GROUPS:
•  ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL 

DISTRICTS AND COUNTIES
•  ALBERTA BEEF PRODUCERS
•  ALBERTA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE 

SOCIETY
•  UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
•  ALBERTA FISH AND GAME 

ASSOCIATION
•  ALBERTA PROFESSIONAL OUTFITTERS 

SOCIETY
•  HUNTING FOR TOMORROW 

FOUNDATION
•  ALBERTA BOW-HUNTERS 

ASSOCIATION
•  WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA
•  SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
•  DELTA WATERFOWL FOUNDATION
•  UPLAND BIRDS ALBERTA
•  ALBERTA OUTDOORSMAN MAGAZINE
•  GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 

(ENVIRONMENT AND PARKS AND 
JUSTICE AND SOLICITOR GENERAL)

This group has been mandated 
as subject matter experts to provide 
input and advise into game policies 
recommendations to Government of 
Alberta. The allocation of big game 
hunting opportunity is a significant 
management consideration. 

In 2015, a review of stakeholder 
perspective and existing big game al-
locations practices indicated a need 
for renewed, comprehensive, opera-
tional policy, guiding the allocation 
of big game hunting opportunities 
among resource – user groups.

 
In consultation with AGPAC, a Big 

Game Allocation Policy Subcommittee 
(APSC) was formed to review existing 
policies around big game allocation 
and develop recommendations for 
renewal. 

The intention was to collaborative-
ly develop a new policy that is fair 
and accommodates the desires of 
all user groups, within a transparent 
process that is consistently imple-
mented across wildlife management 
units (WMUs). 

The scope of this policy is to 
include the allocation of big game 
(black bear, cougar, elk, mule deer, 
whitetail deer, moose, pronghorn, 
bighorn sheep and mountain goat) 
amongst resident, non-resident and 

non-resident alien resource users. 
This was to review of some of the 
aspects of special licence draws, 
not a comprehensive review of that 
system.

 In the fall of 2017, the ASPC 
submitted a draft series of recom-
mendation to the bigger AGPAC group 
for review. Thus, subsequent discus-
sions between AGPAC stakeholders 
and their members resulted in eight 
recommendations for consideration 
by Environment and Parks.

 
In October of 2017, WSFA provided 

an online survey to get input from 
our membership at that time (400 
members) with a 25 per cent return 
on that survey. From that survey our 
members were strongly (70 - 75 per 
cent) in favor of the recommenda-
tions put forth at that time. WSFA, 
ABA and AFGA surveyed their mem-
bership.

 
Recommendation 1: That AGPAC 

recommend to Environment and 
Parks that antlered mule deer no 
longer be included as an eligible 
animal for the landowners special. 
AGPAC has since met several times, 
subsequently it was felt that the 
pendulum had swung too far with 
this recommendation. Thus, AGPAC 
recommend to Environment and 
Parks that the number of antlered 
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mule deer landowners special li-
cences be limited to 10 per cent of 
the total available opportunity at the 
WMU level.

 Recommendation 2: That AGPAC 
recommend to Environment and 
Parks that non-resident Canadians no 
longer be eligible to apply for special 
licence draws.

 
Recommendation 3: AGPAC further 

recommends to Environment and 
Parks that a new partnership licences 
be created for non-resident Canadi-
ans for antlered mule deer, antlered 
elk and trophy antelope.

 
Recommendation 4: AGPAC recom-

mends to Environment and Parks 
that dedicated archery special 
licence draws be created when gen-
eral archery harvest in WMU exceeds 
15 per cent of allowable harvest in 
that WMU.

 
Recommendation 5: AGPAC recom-

mends to Environment and Parks 
that big game be allocated as a 
portion of hunting opportunity (OG 
allocations held and special licence 
quotas available) instead of harvest, 
for those classes and WMU on spe-
cial licence draw. For animal classes 
and WMUs under general licence 
seasons, allocation will continue to 
be calculated as a proportion of the 
harvest.  

 
Recommendation 6: AGPAC recom-

mends to Environment and Parks 
that the proportion of big game 
hunting opportunity allocated to the 
outfitted industry be standardized 
across Alberta’s wildlife management 
units as follows.

•  10 per cent - antlered mule deer, 
antlered moose, antlered elk, 
antlered whitetail deer, trophy 
antelope

•  20 per cent - trophy bighorn
•  20 per cent - cougar
•  No restrictions – black bear

 
Recommendation 7: AGPAC recom-

mends to Environment and Parks 
that the spatial scale at which 
hunting opportunity is managed be 
standardized as the wildlife manage-
ment unit for both recreational and 
outfitted hunters.

 
Recommendation 8: AGPAC recom-

mends to Environment and Parks 
that once any approved policy is in 
place, that it be implemented in a 
phased approach to minimize disrup-
tion to affected business operations 
within the hunting industry.

 
Additionally, there has been exten-

sive discussion into resident harvest 
surveys. With the current system 
there has only been 20 to 30 per 
cent participation from residents in 
comparison, outfitters are mandated 
to submit harvest data to keep their 
allocations. It was discussed about 
using RELM and option to get 100 per 
cent compliance from residents for 
harvest surveys. Environment and 
Parks uses this data to management 
species and opportunities at the 
WMU level. 

 
April 12, 2018, a face-to-face meet-

ing was conducted to finalize the 
recommendations and all stakehold-
ers were in favor with the recom-
mendation except for AFGA and APOS 
on some of the recommendations.

Timeline
•  AGPAC letter to Environment and 

Parks with the finalized 
recommendations

•  Further consultation with stake
holders to address concerns. 
Public consultation to determine 
as well.

•  Further meeting in June of the 
AGPAC members.

•  Indicated that these 
recommendations are within the 
Red Zone of the provincial election 
therefore changes will not happen 
until after that.   

agpac  summary (continued) 
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BY LEE MARTINEAU

SWAROVSKI  ANGLED  SPOTTING  SCOPE  REVIEW

GEAR  FILE

Proper optics can be what makes 
or breaks a remote mountain hunt.  
A proper spotting scope can allow 
you to spy on the mountain sheep 
lazily grazing in the high pastures 
from many miles away.

When I first started the hunt for 
a proper spotting scope, I immedi-
ately gravitated towards Swarovski. 
The reputation that Swarovski has 
for producing extremely high quality 
optics is unparalleled in the industry. 

Swarovski has a very diverse 
product line that includes angled and 
straight lenses, 65mm and 80mm 
objective lenses, and even contains 
a gargantuan BTX series eyepiece 
module that combines the benefits 
of a spotting scope and binoculars. 
Unfortunately I could not afford the 
5.5 pound hit to my kit with this new 
BTX technology. 

Finally, I settled on the Swarovski 
ATX 25-60x65 angled spotting scope. 
I chose the angled lens as it felt the 

most comfortable to me during the 
long hours spent glassing with my 
previous spotter. The ATX 25-60x65 
offered me a lightweight, compact 
spotter with outstanding optical 
performance and a startlingly clear 
field of view. The total weight of the 
spotting scope comes in at just over 
3.5 pounds but it is worth its weight 
in gold. 

Once I was able to get over the 
sadness of watching a down pay-
ment on a dall hunt leave my bank 
account, I realized that this purchase 
wasn’t just another piece of gear. 
Instead, my Swarovski spotting scope 
is an investment towards many suc-
cessful hunts for years to come. 

ASK ANY SEASONED MOUNTAIN HUNTER THEIR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION AND MANY 
OF THEM WILL POINT TO THEIR SPOTTING SCOPE. IT IS THE ONE ITEM IN YOUR PACK 
THAT CAN SAVE DAYS OF TRUDGING THROUGH THE RUGGED MOUNTAIN FORESTS IN 
HOPES OF SOMEHOW STEPPING ON A MONARCH RAM. 
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BY PAT LONG

sheep  management  stakeholder 

MEETING
A SHEEP MANAGEMENT STAKEHOLDER 
MEETING INVOLVING ALBERTA 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND PARKS STAFF 
AND ATTENDEES REPRESENTING 
ALBERTA CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION, 
ALBERTA BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION, 
ALBERTA FISH AND GAME ASSOCIATION, 
ALBERTA PROFESSIONAL OUTFITTERS 
ASSOCIATION, SAFARI CLUB 
INTERNATIONAL-NORTHERN CHAPTER 
AND WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION 
ALBERTA, WAS HELD IN EDMONTON ON 
DECEMBER 7, 2017.

The purpose of the meeting was to 
update all interest groups on current 
bighorn sheep management initia-
tives and discuss associated issues 
and concerns. 

Discussion included an update on 
the Environment and Parks organi-
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zational structure including the fact 
that Biologist Anne Hubbs is now 
working out of Edmonton as the pro-
vincial contact for sheep matters. 

•  Updates included WSFA’s upgraded 
website, its enhanced membership 
communication capability and the 
website capabilities availability to 
assist AEP communication needs 
when required. 

•  WSFA is working with the Alberta 
Hunter Education Instructors Asso-
ciation to develop a sheep hunter 
education program, with a focus 
on field judging rams.

•  The updating of the Sheep 
Management Plan is ongoing and 
will likely include an approved 
Disease Separation Policy.

•  Jeff Kneteman provided an 
update on the current resiliency 
study, including findings indicating 

the Cadomin Mine Site population 
dropping from 1,200 plus bighorns 
to approximately 500. Possible fac-
tors include predation and ewes 
and lambs leaving the area due 
to increasing foraging competition 
from other species.

•  Disease management discussion 
included update on the Environ-
ment and Parks team looking at 
separation mapping and policy. 
Over 80 swab samples taken from 
live bighorns and some submitted 
for registration have been submit-
ted to the B.C. Lab for analysis. 

•  Other discussion included working
towards designated offices for reg-
istering bighorn sheep and utiliz-
ing standardized measuring jigs, 
etc. to ensure consistency and 
accuracy in measuring and aging. 

•  Habitat manipulation and 
enhancement initiatives could 

include chemical and mechanical 
options in addition to controlled 
burns. Not all were in agreement 
with Environment and Parks’ con-
cern that habitat enhancements 
could increase predator sinks 
detrimental to increasing bighorn 
numbers in some areas. 

•  Environment and Parks 
continues to look at possible regu-
lation changes relating to 4/5ths 
vs. full curl and draws applicable 
to some sheep management ar-
eas, but there will be no changes 
implemented in 2018.

The concluding discussion includ-
ed looking at possible stakeholder 
funding assistance with bighorn 
related projects, the value of these 
type of meetings and agreement by 
all that they must continue. Next 
meeting will be scheduled no later 
then fall of 2019, earlier if required.  
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MY  JOURNEY
BY BRANDON DARLING

My hunting started like many at 
the ripe old age of twelve which was 
the first year you could legally bow 
hunt. Wow, if I only knew then what 
I know now. I chased around more 
animals and blew more stalks than a 
three legged coyote. 

Fast forward a few years to 2010, I 
was interested in hunting sheep but 
wasn’t sure where to start. I picked 
the brain of a family friend who had 
endless past sheep experience. Then 

I called up the only other person
   I knew who had been sheep 
               hunting before and 
                        invited myself 
                            on his next 

sheep hunt, which he was more than 
happy to have me tag along. 

After hiking a few mountains and 
blowing a few stalks I was hooked 
and gained a lifelong friend. Over 
the next few years I hunted bighorns 
almost exclusively, discovering many 
mountains and a few opportunities 
but I was waiting for “the“ ram that I 
would be proud to fold my tag on. 

Well that opportunity presented 
itself in 2013 when I was sheep 
hunting with two friends that this 
crazy obsession had introduced me 
too, one had a tag and the other had 
shot his first ram the year before so 
he was just there to help out. We 
had spotted two rams and one was 

     big. To better our odds I went 
               one way and my other      
                        buddy went the 

WHERE DO I START? WELL I GREW UP 
IN A STRONG HUNTING FAMILY, MY 
DAD HUNTED A LOT AND HE ENJOYED 
GETTING AWAY AND HANGING WITH THE 
GUYS. HE BOUGHT ME A BOW FOR MY 
ELEVENTH BIRTHDAY SO I COULD MAKE 
SURE I WAS PROFICIENT BY THE TIME I 
COULD HUNT WITH IT.



SUMMER  ISSUE - 2018 | 15

other way, let the chips fall where 
they may….. Well they didn’t fall my 
way, however I was there to witness 
my friend harvest his first bighorn 
ram, and what a dandy. To say the 
least, I was happy for my buddy but 
I also had my share of mixed emo-
tions that day. To add to my disap-
pointment this was the second last 
day of the season so I didn’t have 
much time for redemption. 

That brings us to the follow-
ing year, 2014, and I am absolutely 
obsessed with harvesting my first 
bighorn ram. In the first few weeks 
of the 2014 season I’ve already put 
in many solo trips in search of my 
first ram. I would have much pre-
ferred to have my friend with me 
who introduced me to sheep hunting 
but it seems unreasonable for him to 
be with me at every moment of my 
obsession. 

I have my next trip planned, I’m 
going to head into a spot that I have 

been into a few times with no luck 
so far. This is one of those places 
that is dear to my heart due to on 
older family friend telling me of 
great stories from this area. With the 
weather forecast calling for snow in 
September I am very optimistic. 

As I am dreaming of my next solo 
trip to the mountains, I get word that 
a fellow sheep hunter had lost his 
life due to a grizzly bear attack in 
Kananaskis Country. My heart sinks 
for his family and what must have 
gone so wrong that day for this man 
which I later found out was a very 
experienced hunter and outdoors-
man. This is always a concern in the 
back of all of our minds when we are 
out enjoying the unforgiving mis-
tress we call the mountains. As the 
thoughts continue running through 
my mind I cannot let this event stop 
me from doing what I love or effect 
my quest for my bighorn ram. 

So I am coming up on my week-
end trip, my phone rings and it’s my 
dad. After talking with him about 
this and that, he asks me when I am 
heading out and who is going with 
me. I reply, “Just the usual, heading 
out solo and I’m super stoked about 
the fresh dump of snow we just 
had”.  He immediately barks at me 
and says, “You are not going out by 

yourself the weekend after the inci-
dent with that guy and the grizzly”. 

With a swift father/son response 
I said, “I am going out regardless 
because there has and always will 
be grizzlies in the mountains”. So 
he continued with the only other re-
sponse he could which was, “Then I 
am coming with you and I am bring-
ing my defender shotgun”. I said 
“That would be great”. I then could 
share my passion of the mountains 
with the man who taught me about 
hunting. I am looking forward to the 
experience with my father and now 
my bighorn sheep is the reason to 
get out with my dad.

So I get my dad all equipped and 
as we leave the truck Saturday morn-
ing in the dark I have no idea what 
the weekend will hold other than 
I will have fun. As we get trucking 
through the foot and a half of snow 
I start thinking that maybe I have 
overestimated our abilities. I have 
about a ten kilometer hike in a foot 
and a half of snow with my 65 year 
old dad who has never sheep hunted 
before. Oh well we are doing it re-
gardless, however a lot slower than 
I am used to for a couple reasons, 
my dad wants to take a nap every 
couple kilometers and since the 
floods I have not been in this spot 
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and it is washed out badly. 

Finally after I believe around eight 
hours we arrive at camp. We crossed 
three different grizzly tracks on the 
way in so there was for sure some 
comfort in knowing I had company 
in case I had an encounter. My dad 
does not like sheep hunting as of 
that moment. We both cannot wait 
to get camp set up, have a bite to 
eat and wait for what is in store for 
tomorrow. 

As we are sitting, eating some 
canned fish that my dad did not 
sign off on, with camp set up and 
a couple hours before dark to get 
situated, I start glassing and just like 
out of my dreams there is a band of 
rams feeding on the mountain across 
from us. 

I do not waste anytime, I start 
throwing stuff around, out of my 
pack, in my pack. Then I am off, I 
turn to my dad and he is dragging 
his butt behind me and he says, 
“Just go, you got a long ways to go 
and I will just slow you down”. So I 
told him to keep tabs on the rams 
from camp and I am going to circle 
around on them. 

I made it up that mountain in re-
cord time and there I was with rams 
four hundred yards out, they were 
quickly feeding their way across the 
slope and as I am looking at them 
through the spotter there is one that 
is for sure good and legal, there is 
another one that is old and broomed 
off and I am not sure if he is legal or 
not. 

By now, they have moved off over 
the ridge in this basin. So I pack my 
stuff again and run across the scree 

slope and get to the ridge they had 
gone over.  By the time I got there 
the rams were three hundred yards 
away and I could see camp now and 
knew my dad would be watching. I 
put my rifle on the rams and could 
not tell at three hundred yards if 
the broomed off ram was legal so I 
squeezed off on the one I knew was 
good and legal. He jumped up like I 
had heart shot him, then I gave one 
insurance shot and my dream had 
been reached…with my dad watching 
the whole thing! 

However, then my dad had to hike 
up the mountain. I yelled at him out 
of excitement to come up for pic-
tures. In the meantime I soaked it in 
and sent out a custom SPOT message 
to my close friends and family. 

The day started shifting towards 
dusk so I started deboning and pack-
ing up my ram. My dad made it up 
the mountain even though I am still 
not sure how. We took some pictures 
and I had never been so proud at 
that moment. Then the thoughts 
started crossing my mind how we 

were ever going to make it out of 
there; oh well those are tomorrow’s 
problems. 

As we got back to camp in the 
dark we ate a “Mountain House”, 
took a sip of whiskey that had been 
in a flask in my pack till I shot a ram 
then hit the sack. I would have loved 
to write that we stayed up all night 
drinking whiskey around the fire but 
neither of us even heard the other 
snoring. 

my  journey  (continued) 

“... I START GLASSING 

AND JUST LIKE OUT 

OF MY DREAMS, THERE 

IS A BAND OF RAMS 

FEEDING ON THE 

MOUNTAIN ACROSS 

FROM US..”
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We awoke early the next morn-
ing and moving slowly we got things 
packed up all while sipping on some 
tea, which my dad must not have 
approved of either because appar-
ently he really does not like tea. 
Then we started the long grueling 
trip out. 

All the while my dad had been 
carrying his shotgun full of shells in 
every way possible to make it less 
uncomfortable along with a heavy 
pack, finally about half way back to 
the truck my dad stops and puts his 
shotgun in his pack. He jokes with 
me, “I will throw myself on the griz-
zly if he comes, but I cannot carry 
that shotgun over my shoulder any 
longer”. 

We arrived at the truck around 
3:00 p.m. and once we get into cell 
reception my phone blows up. My 
friend who introduced me to sheep 
hunting had told my wife that it is 
only a couple hour hike out so we 
should be out by 10:00 a.m. However 
he and I had never been in there af-
ter the floods or in that much snow. 
So to say the least everyone was 
excited to hear the story. 

Due to the mandatory year off 
after you harvest a ram rule. I can 
never shake the idea that in the 
previous year, if I would have been 
the one who was lucky enough to 
harvest that gorgeous ram at the end 
of the season. I would have never 
had the opportunity for this epic trip 
with my dad on his first and last 
bighorn sheep hunt.

This was an experience that will 
go unmatched for the rest of my 
hunting days….I guess maybe until I 
am with my son on his first bighorn 
hunt. 
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BY DR. TOM BESSER, WSF ROCKY CRATE DVM 
    ENDOWED CHAIR IN BIGHORN SHEEP DISEASE    
    PROFESSOR OF VETERINARY MICROBIOLOGY 
    WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE  
    
REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM WILD SHEEP MAGAZINE.

Do  Domestic  Goats  Pose  a  Risk  of  Pneumonia  to 

BIGHORN  SHEEP?

THE LAST TEN YEARS HAS SEEN 
A PARADIGM SHIFT IN OUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CAUSE 
OF BIGHORN SHEEP PNEUMONIA 
OUTBREAKS. WHILE FORMERLY 
ATTENTION HAD FOCUSED ON 
MANNHEIMIA HAEMOLYTICA AND ITS 
ABILITY TO RAPIDLY KILL BIGHORN 
SHEEP THAT DEVELOPED LUNG 
INFECTIONS, THE NEW PARADIGM 
SUGGESTS THAT M. HAEMOLYTICA LUNG 
INFECTIONS (AS WELL AS INFECTIONS 
WITH MANY OTHER POTENTIALLY FATAL 
BACTERIAL PATHOGENS) ACTUALLY ARE 
TRIGGERED BY A PRIMARY INFECTION 
WITH MYCOPLASMA OVIPNEUMONIAE. 
I’VE DISCUSSED SOME OF THE 
EVIDENCE THAT SUPPORTS THIS 
PARADIGM IN PREVIOUS COLUMNS IN 
WILD SHEEPTM MAGAZINE.

The identification of this key role 
for M. ovipneumoniae is important 
because it can provide a different 
way of addressing the management 
approaches and informing public pol-
icy decisions for control of bighorn 
sheep pneumonia. In this column, 
I’ll talk about an example of the way 
the M. ovipneumoniae paradigm can 
influence management and inform 
risk assessment, using the example 
of domestic goats.

There are several reasons to be 
concerned that goats may transmit 
M. ovipneumoniae to bighorn sheep, 
triggering pneumonia outbreaks.
 • Goats are members of the 

sub-family Caprinae, so are part 
of the normal host range of M. 
ovipneumoniae. Our testing has 
confirmed that a substantial 
proportion of goats test positive 
on nasal swab PCR tests for M. 
ovipneumoniae at both the herd 
and individual levels, supporting 
the possibility that goats could 
transmit this pathogen to bighorn 
sheep if there is interspecies 
contact.

 • Goat contacts have been observed 
preceding several bighorn sheep 
pneumonia outbreaks, including 
the Vulcan, WA herd, a herd in 
the southern badlands in ND, and 
a herd at Black Butte, WA. Such 
observations of goat contacts 
preceding bighorn pneumonia 
outbreaks are less frequent in the 
literature than similar reports con-
cerning domestic sheep contacts, 
but more common than reports of 
contact with other domestic spe-
cies such as cattle.

M. ovipneumoniae DNA sequence 
based strain typing is a tool that may 
be useful in detecting or confirming 
the role of goats in bighorn sheep 
pneumonia. It turns out that M. ovi-
pneumoniae that are typically carried 
by domestic goats differ from those 
that are carried by domestic sheep. 
We have rarely detected domestic 
goats carrying domestic sheep strain 
types of M. ovipneumoniae, so far 
only transiently and only in goats di-
rectly commingled with sheep. There-
fore, detection of a goat strain type 
of M. ovipneumoniae in a bighorn 



SUMMER  ISSUE - 2018 | 19

sheep is pretty good evidence of a 
domestic goat source of infection.

One example of this occurred in 
2012, when Nevada biologists en-
countered a domestic goat comingled 
with two bighorn sheep in a pasture 
20 miles from the normal bighorn 
range. The animals were shot to pre-
vent carriage of pathogens back to 
the main bighorn sheep population 
and a goat strain type of M. ovipneu-
moniae was detected in all three 
animals, indicating that the goat was 
the most likely source and represent-
ing an example of transmission of 
this pathogen under field conditions. 
While no significant disease was de-
tected in these animals, it is possible 
that the infection was still in the 
incubation period. In another, more 
recent example, a goat strain of M. 
ovipneumoniae was associated with 
a pneumonia outbreak that affected 
all ages of bighorn sheep at Hellers 
Bar, WA, resulting in a 30% death loss 
of adult bighorn ewes and pneumo-
nia losses of all lambs following the 
introduction, confirming that goat 
strains of M. ovipneumoniae are ca-

pable of causing significant bighorn 
sheep disease in the field. To put 
these observations in context, how-
ever, this one documented bighorn 
sheep outbreak associated with a 
goat strain type of M. ovipneumoniae 
pales in comparison to the dozens of 
outbreaks associated with domestic 
sheep strains of M. ovipneumoniae. 

Experimental comingling studies 
have not provided a clear conclu-
sion about the role of domestic goats 
in bighorn sheep pneumonia. Two 
domestic goat-bighorn sheep com-
ingling studies that were conducted 
prior to recognition of the role of M. 
ovipneumoniae (and therefore that 
lacked confirmation that M. ovipneu-
moniae was present in the comingled 
goats) resulted in pneumonia deaths 
in 0 of 2 and 2 of 7 bighorn sheep, 
respectively. In two recently com-
pleted trials, introductions of goats 
known to carry M. ovipneumoniae 
were accompanied by outbreaks of 
nonfatal respiratory disease in the 
comingled bighorn sheep. Therefore, 
across four experiments, sixteen big-
horn sheep comingled with domestic 
goats suffered a cumulative 12.5% 
pneumonia mortality rate, which can 
be compared with the cumulative 
9.5% pneumonia mortality experi-
enced by twenty-one bighorn sheep 
comingled with domestic llamas, 
cattle, or horses in four previously 
reported experiments. Both of these 
rates contrast markedly with the 
cumulative 98% pneumonia mortal-

THIS INFORMATION 

IS ALSO RELEVANT TO 

MAKING SOUND

PUBLIC POLICY TO 

PROTECT WILD SHEEP 

POPULATIONS, FOR

EXAMPLE IN 

DETERMINING ACCESS 

TO PUBLIC LANDS.
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ity reported for ninety bighorn sheep 
comingled with domestic sheep or 
mouflon in eleven published experi-
ments.

To summarize all this, the avail-
able scientific evidence shows that 
the strains of M. ovipneumoniae 
carried by domestic goats can clearly 
infect and trigger significant respira-
tory disease in bighorn sheep. That 
said, the evidence also suggests that 
the bighorn pneumonia triggered by 
domestic goat M. ovipneumoniae 
strains is less severe, and may also 
be less persistent, compared to that 
resulting from introduction of strains 
originating from domestic sheep. 
The potential of goat strains of M. 
ovipneumoniae to persist after intro-
duction in the form of chronic carrier 
bighorn ewes that can in turn trans-
mit the pathogen to cause recurrent 
lamb pneumonia in subsequent 
years is a critically important ques-
tion that has not yet been directly 
assessed. 

How can this information be used 
to improve wildlife management 
strategies and to develop sound pub-
lic policy? Wildlife managers should 
regard domestic goats as a potential 
source of M. ovipneumoniae that 
can trigger significant bighorn sheep 
pneumonia epizootics even while 
recognizing this risk appears to be 
considerably lower than that posed 
by domestic sheep. Foraying bighorn 
sheep that have contacted domestic 
goats do represent a risk to big-
horn populations they subsequently 
encounter, so lethal removal of these 
animals, as was done in the 2012 

Nevada incident, may be prudent 
to protect their source populations. 
Education efforts may be directed at 
domestic goat producers adjacent 
to bighorn sheep ranges to inform 
them of the possible risk of disease 
transmission, and to encourage them 
to ensure that adequate fencing 
and other biosecurity measures are 
implemented.

This information is also relevant 
to making sound public policy to 
protect wild sheep populations, for 
example in determining access to 
public lands. Two domestic goat 
management systems that may be 
most relevant to public lands access 
include goat herds used for control 
of invasive or noxious weeds and 
for brush reduction to reduce wild-

fire risk, and domestic goats used 
as pack animals for hikers, hunters 
and other recreationalists. These two 
goat use types present significantly 
different degrees of risk for bighorn 
sheep health that should be taken 
into account by sound policies. 
Weed-eating goats are frequently 
used in significant numbers, may 
escape temporary fencing especially 
when used in rough terrain, may be 
attracted to or attractive to bighorn 
sheep, thus increasing the risk of 
contact, and in my admittedly small 
sample size testing, are likely to 
carry M. ovipneumoniae at relatively 
high prevalence (50% or higher). 

In contrast, goats used for pack-
ing are typically used in lower 
numbers, and if purpose-reared are 

domestic  goats  (continued) 
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both less likely to stray (due to the 
human bond developed when they 
are bottle reared apart from other 
goats) and much less likely to carry 
M. ovipneumoniae (also due to their 
segregated rearing). However, pack 
goats reared in this manner but sub-
sequently housed with conventional 
meat or dairy goats would be nev-
ertheless be at risk for colonization 
with this pathogen. Given a non-zero 
prevalence of M. ovipneumoniae in 
pack goats, there is also a risk of 
transmission of M. ovipneumoniae 
among pack goats attending periodic 
group meetings (rendezvous) that 
should also be addressed. The pack 
goat association is very responsibly 
encouraging rendezvous attendees 
to have their goats tested for M. ovi-
pneumoniae carriage, but may need 

to establish and enforce biosecurity 
policies to maintain the expected 
very low prevalence of carriage.

This expected low prevalence of 
carriage of M. ovipneumoniae by 
pack goats is currently being tested 
through a program sponsored by the 
USDA Agricultural Research Service 
Animal Disease Research Unit in Pull-
man, WA. If that low prevalence is 
confirmed, and unless new informa-
tion to the contrary arises, I believe 
that M. ovipneumoniae test-negative 
pack goats represent a negligible 
risk for triggering pneumonia out-
breaks in bighorn sheep and that it 
would be reasonable to take this into 
account when setting public lands 
policies. 

“A FOOLISH CONSISTENCY

IS THE HOBGOBLIN OF

LITTLE MINDS, ADORED

BY LITTLE STATESMEN

AND PHILOSOPHERS 

AND DIVINES.”

– RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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PROJECT TITLES:  
 • Cougar Habitat Selection (Beale): Is cougar (Puma con

color) habitat selection on a reclaimed mine based on 
prey availability?  

 • Cougar Diet (Widmeyer): Using stable isotope analysis 
to resolve prey composition in Puma concolor 

 
PROJECT PERSONNEL: 
 • Mark Boyce (Principal Investigator) 
 • Meghan Beale (Project Manager & Co-Applicant, MSc 

student) 
 • Samantha Widmeyer (Project Manager & Co-Applicant, 

MSc student) 
 
TASKS COMPLETED: 

Preparations for first cougar capture season [January – 
March 2017] 
 • Completed safety training and preparation for field

work including Wilderness First Aid course and Field 
Activities Plan [January 2017] 

 • Hired a field technician to assist with cougar captures 
through the Colleges and Institutes Canada CleanTech 
Internship program [January 2017] 

 • Provided project orientation and training for field 
technician [January 2017] - Purchased capture supplies, 
immobilization supplies, safety supplies, and miscella-
neous field supplies [January – February 2017] 

 • Acquired research and collection permits from Alberta 
Parks and Environment Fish & Wildlife and Alberta 
Parks [January – February 2017] 

 • Hired a houndsman, Lorne Hindbo, to assist with 
cougar captures [February 2017] 

 • Rented field accommodations in Hinton, AB for field 
crew [February 2017] 

 • Hired a wildlife veterinarian, Dr. Marc Cattet, to assist 
with initial cougar captures [February 2017] 

 • Paid for $15,000 of GPS collar purchase from Lotek 
[March 2017] 

 • Completed safety and orientation training to work as 
contractor on Teck Resources Ltd. mine sites [March 
2017] 

 • Applied for Emergency Drug Release with Dr. Marc 
Cattet to acquire chemical immobilization drugs for 
cougar captures [March 2017] 

 
First cougar capture season [March – April 2017] 
 • Captured one cougar (M1; on March 12, 2017), 

outfitted with GPS radio-collar, and acquired samples 
for stable isotope analysis (SIA) 

Sent prepared samples for stable isotope analysis at the 

PREPARED BY BOYCE LAB

updated  progress  report:

COUGAR  PROJECT

MEGHAN BEALE (left) and SAMANTHA WIDMEYER (right) 
checking vitals on a 4 year female cougar (F5), on 
January 14, 2018. This cougar was captured and collared 
in an effort to understand what cougars near reclaimed 
mines are consuming.
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Fisk Lab at the University of Windsor, Ontario to reveal 
nitrogen and carbon isotopic ratios [June 2017] 
 • Sent hair, a sectioned whisker, and claw clippings from 

M1 
 • Sent hair from 28 cougars captured by Alberta 

Environment and Parks between December 2016 and 
March 2017 - Sent hair and sectioned whiskers from 15 
cougars harvested between December 2016 and Febru-
ary 2017 (samples collected by the Wild Sheep Founda-
tion Alberta) 

 • Sent hair from prey species collected between March 
2017 and June 2017 

Kill site visits [April – December 2017] 
 • Downloaded GPS data from cougar(s) every 1-2 weeks 
 • Identified potential kill sites using the cluster method 

(Anderson and Lindzey 2003, Knopff et al. 2009) and 
predictive model (Knopff et al. 2009) 

 • Visited all accessible kill sites > 10% likelihood of being 
a kill (see photo page for a selection of photographs) 
and collecting required samples for aging, SIA, etc. 

Sent prepared prey samples for SIA at the Fisk Lab at 
the University of Windsor, Ontario to reveal nitrogen and 
carbon isotopic ratios [June 2017] 

Preparations for second capture season in Fall 2017/Win-
ter 2018 [April – July 2017] 
 • Updated Animal Use Protocol at the University of 

Alberta to reflect changes to field crew 
 • Renewed provincial research and collection permits 
 • Contacted experienced personnel from Parks Canada 

and Alberta Parks and Environment to assist with cou-
gar captures in Fall 2017/Winter 2018 

 • Prepared Emergency Drug Release with Dr. Toni Bayans 
to acquire more chemical immobilization drugs 

Inside the mouth of a subadult male cougar. MEGHAN 
BEALE and SAMANTHA WIDMEYER use gingival recession 
to determine the age of cougars they capture. This 
particular cougar was 1.5 years of age and captured on 
November 6, 2017.
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Second capture season [November 2017 – ongoing] 
 • Captured 16-month-old male cougar, M2, on November 

6, 2017. M2 died on December 25, 2017 after being 
caught in a wolf snare. 

 • Captured 3-year-old female cougar, F1, on November 7, 
2017. 

 • Captured 8-year-old female cougar, F2, on November 
11, 2017. 

 • Captured 6.5-year-old female cougar, F3, on November 
22, 2017. We suspect this individual cougar has kittens 
based on her movement patterns. 

 • Captured 4-year-old female cougar, F4, on January 4, 
2018. 

 • Captured 4-year-old female cougar, F5, on January 14, 
2018. 

 • Outfitted six cougars with GPS radio-collar, and 
acquired samples for stable isotope analysis (SIA). 

Hired field technician to assist with kill site visits [Janu-
ary 2018] 

Recruited > 20 volunteers from general public in Alberta 
to assist with kill site visits [January 2018] 
 
TASKS ONGOING 
Kill site visits [ongoing] 
 • Downloading GPS data from cougars every 1-2 weeks 
 • Identifying potential kill sites using the cluster method 

(Anderson and Lindzey 2003, Knopff et al. 2009) and 
predictive model (Knopff et al. 2009) 

 • Visiting all accessible kill sites > 10% likelihood of 
being a kill (see initial results and additional photo 
page for updates on the kills we have found thus far) 
and collecting required samples for aging, SIA, etc. 

Sample collection for SIA [ongoing] 

cougar  project  (continued)

Coyote killed off-mine by study cougar M1. Currently, 
all canids found at cougar kill sites have been young 
animals; note the brilliant white of this coyote’s 
dentition. 

A bighorn ram killed by study cougar M1. This ram was 
killed in April 2017 and preserved in the snow until kill 
site investigation in early June. 
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 • Ongoing collection of prey hair and muscle samples
from cougar kill sites, Alberta Environment and Parks, 
the hunting community, and opportunistic alternative 
sources 

Training field technician and recruited volunteers to as-
sist with kill site visits [ongoing] 
 
UPDATED PROJECT SCHEDULE  

In Winter 2017 we captured 1 cougar (M1); however, 
due to difficult tracking conditions and, consequently, the 
low likelihood of successfully capturing more cougars, we 
ceased cougar capture fieldwork in April 2017 in efforts 
to conserve project funds. We began our second capture 
season in November 2017 and have recently stopped 
active efforts as of February 5, 2018 having captured an 
additional 6 cougars (F1 - F5, and M2).  
July 2017 – Oct 2017 | Download GPS collar data, analyze 

to identify kill sites, and investigate prey found at kill 
sites. Receive preliminary isotopic data Fisk Lab, Univer-
sity of Windsor. 

Nov 2017 – Feb 2018 | Second capture season – capture 
remaining nine cougars. Collection of hair, whisker, claw 
clippings and blood samples from remaining cougars. 
Continue to download GPS collar data, analyze to deter-
mine kill sites, and investigate kill sites for any collared 
cougars. Continue collection of prey tissues for isotopic 
analysis. Collection of hair and whisker samples from 
harvested cougars during the 2017 - 2018 harvest season 
(generously donated by WSFA members).  

Mar 2018 – Dec 2018 | Continue to download GPS collar 
data from cougars, analyze to determine kill sites, and 
investigate kill sites. Continue collection of prey tissues 
for isotopic analysis. Submit additional cougar and prey 

Beaver remains found at a kill site of M1’s. M1 often 
follows water features while maneuvering through his 
territory.

A young male mule deer killed by study cougar M2. 
By including off mine deer eaters in our study we can 
examine the isotopic differences between cougars 
specializing in different prey.
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tissue samples for final round of stable isotope analysis 
and begin preliminary analysis.  

Jan 2019 – Apr 2019 | Complete analysis of results. Write 
MSc theses. Complete manuscripts for publication in 
peer-reviewed journals. Complete publications and/or 
presentations for public and funding sources. 
 
RESULTS FROM KILL SITE VISITS 

As of January 2018, we have visited 89 potential cougar 
kill sites. Of the 89 potential cougar kill sites, 55 have 
been successful kills. The breakdown of killed species is 
as follows: 24 deer, 15 bighorn sheep, 6 beavers, 3 coy-
otes, 3 elk, 3 rabbits, and 1 marmot. Please see the ad-
ditional photo page for images of these kill site findings.  
 

Of the 15 bighorn sheep kills, 4 have been adult males, 
2 adult females, 5 unknown adults, 1 juvenile females (<2 
yo), and 3 unknown juveniles. 14 of 15 the bighorn kills 
have been made exclusively by two cougars whose ter-

ritories encompass the reclaimed mines.  
 

PROJECT EXPECTED OUTCOMES  
Our research is designed to obtain data that can influ-

ence wildlife management.  We intend to obtain data 
on cougar predation on bighorns so that WSFA and the 
provincial government of Alberta can evaluate the extent 
to which cougar predation might be a concern. If cou-
gar predation is indeed a problem, our research aims 
to evaluate methods that could be effective at resolving 
these problems. Although previous research has shown 
that individual cougars can become sheep specialists, 
we must develop methods to identify such individuals. 
By having this information, we will be able to evaluate 
the efficacy of WSFA’s incentive program to target cougars 
in sheep range as well as to evaluate the efficacy of the 
provincial government’s new boot season. 

Currently, both methods attempting to harvest sheep-
killing cougars are a shot in the dark with no way to 

MEGHAN BEALE (left) and SAMANTHA WIDMEYER (right) posed in front of study 
cougar F2 captured on November 11, 2017. F2 is 8 years of age and has proven to 
be an experienced sheep hunter, spending most of her time exclusively on the 
mine.

cougar  project  (continued)
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evaluate whether they are accomplishing their objective. 
Our research is designed to address this deficiency. Sec-
ondly, we have been working closely with Beth MacCal-
lum who owns Bighorn Wildlife Technologies (BWT). BWT 
is affiliated with Teck Resources Ltd. (Teck), the mining 
company in charge of the reclamation program that has 
been so successful at producing a high plane of nutri-
tion for bighorns and other ungulates. MacCallum has 
been studying the bighorn population on the mines since 
1985 and will ensure that findings from our research can 
be applied for reclamation in the area. For example, our 
research may illuminate that cougar habitat selection is 
strongly predicted by bighorn sheep vulnerability, and 
bighorn sheep vulnerability is strongly linked to forest 
edges <300 meters from escape terrain. 

Using this information, BWT and Teck can target fu-
ture landscape design to reduce forest fragmentation, 
increase forest block sizes, and/or increase distance 
between forest edges and escape terrain in an effort to 

ensure healthy bighorn sheep populations are conserved. 
Further, when the reclaimed mine land is returned to the 
Crown, our results will contribute to formulating a scien-
tific basis for how the land should be managed. 

Overall, our research is not so much to document that 
cougars eat sheep (this is well known), but to highlight 
which cougars are killing sheep and which sheep are be-
ing selectively preyed upon. Specifically, our study is de-
signed to answer questions about whether or not cougars 
target certain age-sex classes of bighorn sheep in the 
study area. Beth MacCallum has observed predation of 
mature bighorn rams during spring by cougars, presum-
ably after winter when rams are in weakened condition. 
But these have been anecdotal observations and she has 
not compiled data to document this. 

By visiting kill sites and determining prey composition, 
we will be able to answer how cougars spatially select 
for prey species, age, and sex classes. Further, we will be 
able to document if indeed cougars are selectively killing 
rams. Likewise, the age and sex composition all sheep 
killers identified using stable isotopes can contribute to 
our documentation of which cougars are most likely to 
be sheep specialists.  Our research will contribute to the 
evaluation of alternative management actions to target 
sheep killing cougars. 

Recently, the government of Alberta implemented a 
new “boot season” to secure a larger harvest of cougars 
in mountainous WMUs, however, cougar quotas remain 
unmet. This might require enhanced communication with 
the hunting community about methods that can be more 
effective (e.g. use of predator calls). Although it is likely 
that greater changes to harvest practices need to be 
made. Data from our research can be used to inform har-
vest quota adjustments, evaluate new harvest regimes, 
and ultimately, contribute to the Alberta Government’s 
adaptive management plan. 
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A 10.5 year old bighorn ram killed by study cougar F2. 
The ram was killed near escape terrain and dragged to 
the bottom to be cached under a pile of snow.
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THOMAS BEDOWITZ
SCOTT BIGELOW
BRIAN BILDSON
JEAN-MICHEL BILODEAU
JESSE BLACK
WAYNE BOWD
BOB BOWLEN
MARK BOYCE
RICHARD BRATRUD
ROGER BRATRUD
DEAN BRAUER
MIKE BRAY
FRED BREEZE
STEVE BROADHEAD
GLENN BROWN
PETER BROWN
GREG CADRAIN
RONALD CAREY
DAN CHABAY
JASON CLEMETT
DARCY COLEMAN
ALLAN COLLINS
COLE COLOSIMO
BARB COONEY

DARREN COONEY
CRAIG COPELAND
DALLAS COTA
DAVE CRAIG
MALCOLM CROSS
SHANE CROUCH
TATE CROUCH
GUINN CROUSEN
KEVIN DAASE
BRADLEY DALE
DENIS DALE
PATON DALE
BRANDON DARLING
STEVE DAVIE
JEFF DEJAX
MARK DEMCHUK
ROB DENIS
FRANS DIEPSTRATEN
BRIAN DOBSON
EARL DOCHERTY
GARRY DOERING
BRAD DONKIN
MIKE DRURY
BOBBY DUMA
STEVE DYKE
STEVE ECKLUND
WILF EDGAR
ELDON ENGEL
TERRY ENGSTROM
DARRYN EPP
ROBERT ERICKSON
MARLIN FISHER
ADAM FOSS
CAMERON FOSS
TOM FOSS
CHRIS GENERT
QUINN GENERT
ROY GETSON
TYREL GILBERT
GORD GORZITZA

HAROLD GRINDE
LEON GROVES
LEVY GROVES
RILEY GROVES
BRIAN HALINA
TODD HALINA
ROB HALL
BRIAN. CHRISTY

& DAWSON HALLOCK
RENÃ©E HALUN
VANESSA HARROP
MIKE HARVEY
JOE HEBERT
DAVID HENRY
KELLY HEWSON
WILL HINCHEY
JEFF HINDBO
LORNE HINDBO
SHARMANE HINDBO
DALE HISLOP
KEN HOULE
DARRELL HUNTER
DALLAS HUPP
KEVIN HURLEY
SCOTT ISBISTER
JEREMY JABLONSKI
GARY JACOBSEN
ALFRED JENKINS
ARNE JOHANSSON
CRAIG JONES
KEN KADUTSKI
DALE KASTELEN
LYNN KELLY
ROBERT KINNIBURGH
GORD KITCHEN
BRANDON KOEBEL
ROB KOPECKY
TERRY KOSKI
NATHAN LARSON
DARRELL LENDRUM
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JEREMY LIESEMER
VINCENT LOHMAN
PAT LONG
BRADY LOUGH
DARIN MACDONALD
JAMES MACEACHERN
CHRIS MACHAN
JAY MANNING
ZDENEK MARES
JASON MARTYN
CHRIS MAXWELL
DANIEL MCARTHUR
BILL MCCLELLAND
CAM MCCULLOCH
MATTHEW MELLON
DOUG MILLS
CHESTER MJOLSNESS
MARTHA MJOLSNESS
MARK MOUNTAIN
PETE MOUNTAIN
WAYNE MOUNTAIN
POVL MUNKSGAARD
CRAIG NAKAMOKO
THANOS NATRAS
CARSON NUTTING
GARY NYBERG
SCOTT ODGERS
DEREK OLSON
PAT O’NEILL
SEAN O’NEILL
CHSE OSWALD
KELLY PAPE
SHANE PAPE
VERNE PASCOE
LLOYD PERSSON
PAUL PIERUNECK
DALE PINNELL
STUART POLE
RYAN POWELL
REG PROSTEBBY

DYLAN PUTZENBERGER
CHAD RATTENBURY
ERIC RAUHANEN
AMIE REDLICK
EMERSON REDLICK
REGAN REDLICK
COLIN W. REICHLE
KELLY ROBERTSON
CHARLIE ROGERS
RANDY ROMBS
ALAN ROWLEY
CHESTER RUDOLF
ORRY RUMBALL
CONRAD SAKOFSKY
GORDON SALOMONS
GORDON & MICHELLE 

SANDERS
TIM SANDERS
CHESTER SANDS
JOHN SCHAPANSKY
COLE SCHNEIDER
LANCE SCHNEIDER
BRIAN SCHULTZ
NATHAN SCHULTZ
SIMONE SCHULTZ
BRIAN SCOTT
SKIP SELK
ROCKY SHARMAN
CHRIS SHEWCHUK
STEPH SHIPPY
KYLE SHYBACK
JILL SHYRY
DARREL SKINNER
THOMAS SMITH
SLIJAH SOLLID
MIKE SOLLID
KYLE STEED
KYLE STEGMAIER
MEL STIEBEN
JAKOB STRASSER

IAN STUART
MILO SWANSON
GLEN SZONDI
WILLIAM TAILBY
JOHN TANGHE
CARL TATARIN
KELVIN TATARYN
JOANNE THOMAS
WAYNE THOMPSON
DARREN THOMSON
COLIN TRUMAN
W. FRANK TURNER
JAX TYLER
LUKE TYLER
GREGG ULVELAND
DAVE VAN BELLEGHEM
RICK VANDERHEIDE
ANDRE VANHILTEN
JASON VOGHELL
TANNER WALGENBACH
STAN WALKER
LES WALL
JEFF WALL
KYLE WATSON
TRAVIS WEBSTER
JASON WEINBERGER
DAVE WIDDIFIELD
DOMINIC WIDDIFIELD
SCOTT WIDDIFIELD
CODY WILLIAMS
GLEN WILLSIE
BYRON WOLF
CODY WOLLEN
LYLE WOOD
CRAIG WRATH
DARREN YAKUBOWSKI
LARRY YARHAM
KIRBY YAROSH
KEITH YODER
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2018  WSFA  BANQUET 

FRIDAY  NIGHT  SOCIAL
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2018  WSFA  BANQUET 

BANQUET  NIGHT
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2018  WSFA  BANQUET 

CORPORATE  SPONSORS

Bronze Sponsor - Denis Dale - 
Accepted By SARAH BURRILL

Bronze Sponsor - S & S Directional 
Boring - Accepted By MATHEW 
STANEK and WILLIAM STAVROPOULOS
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Platinum Sponsor - Tank Safe - 
Accepted by WAYNE BOWD, and 
pictured with JOEY OLIVIERI

Mellon Roofing - Matt Mellon - 
Accepted by Matt Mellon
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2018  WSFA  1ST ANNUAL

LIFE  MEMBERS  
BANQUET

Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta would like to thank each of the Life Members who 
shared: Hunt - SHAUN ALLISON, Exclusive Adventures, New Zealand; BRIAN BILDSON, 
Sheep Creek Back Country Lodge, Grande Cache; WAYNE NORSTROM, Norstrom Field 
Services Inc., Pincher Creek; LLOYD PERSSON, Innisfail; MICHAEL PERSSON, Innisfail ; 
DALLAS COTA, KUIU; MICHAEL A. O’DWYER, Palliser Chevrolet, Innisfail.
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LIFE  MEMBERS  
BANQUET
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wild  sheep  foundation  alberta

2017  RAM  AWARDS

Oldest Ram Award - CAM 
FOSS with his beautiful 10.5 
year old ram taken with his 
bow this past season. 
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DARREN THOMSON - 
Largest Rifle Ram - 
Stone - 155 7/8”

TOM FOSS - Largest 
Archery Ram - Dall - 
160 4/8”
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Honorable Mention 
Archery Ram - DAVE VAN 
BELLEGHEM - 149 1/8”

Honourable Mention 
Archery Ram - TOM 
FOSS - Desert - 157 0/8”

RAM  AWARDS (continued) 
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1st prize will be an Olson’s Sliver belt buckle.
There will also be 3 Honorable Mentions.
There is both a Rifle and Archery category for the awards program.

The scores of the ram will be divided against the B&C All-Time Minimums or 
the P&Y Minimums for the highest percent.

All entered rams will have to have an Official 60 day dry B&C score sheet and 
photo of the ram sent in to WSFA. All rams entered must have been taken 
legally and the hunter must be a member in good standing with WSFA at the 
time of the harvest.

WSFA is excited to announce that we have added two new categories to 
our awards: The Old Ram Award, and the Oldest Ram Award. We believe 
it is important to recognize these monarchs that roamed our rough and 
rocky mountains for so long. 

The Old Ram Award will be presented to any WSFA members who harvests a 
10+ year old ram in Alberta during the current hunting season. 

The Oldest Ram Award will be presented to the WSFA member who harvests 
the oldest ram in Alberta during the current hunting season. 

Minimum age required to apply for both these awards is 10 years old. The 
age on the registration form will be used. Members must be in good standing 
with WSFA. 

Deadline to apply is February 15, 2019.
Submit your entries to info@wsfab.org and include “WSFA Ram Awards” in the subject line.

WSFA RAM AWARDS
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The 2017 Franklin Ross Outstanding Guide Award was presented to GARY CRUICKSHANK of 
Caroline AB. After the award was given and Gary had this to say about receiving the award: 

“I remember sitting in the hockey dressing room with Franklin between periods and he 
caught me looking at a guiding buckle he had on his jeans hanging beside me. He told me 
in a couple years I’d have a buckle or two of my own if I kept guiding.
 
Well I guess he was right because last night I won my first guiding buckle which was the 
FWR outstanding guide award. Its pretty hard for me to consider myself in the same league 
as the past recipients. Those gentlemen have been doing this for a lot longer then me and 
I’ve always considered myself a young guy that was just too free spirited to have a “real” 
career. I was blessed to call Franklin not just one of my good friends but also one of my 
heroes. Words can’t explain how much this award means to me. I’d like to thank all the 
great hunters I’ve had and the outfitters I was privileged to work for over the years and 
WSFA for having this award.” 

2017  franklin  ross

OUTSTANDING  GUIDE
AWARD
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January 31, 2019
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Wildlife - LINDSAY McQUAID
*See cover for full photo

Scenery - DARREN 
THOMSON

2017  jim  fulton

PHOTO  CONTEST
WINNERS



SUMMER  ISSUE - 2018 | 45

Youth Hunter in the Field 
- ROBERT TAYLOR

Hunter in the Field - 
BRANDON DARLING

PHOTO  CONTEST
WINNERS
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TRYSTAN MARTYN 
- 2018 Alvin Guinn 
Award Winner

2018 Alvin Guinn Award 
Winners - TRYSTAN and 
TYSON

2017  alvin  guinn

YOUTH  HUNTER
AWARDS



SUMMER  ISSUE - 2018 | 47

2018 HUNT OF A LIFETIME

TICKET SALES FOR THE 2018 HUNT OF A LIFETIME WENT ON SALE, AND STARTED OFF A LITTLE ON THE SLOW SIDE, IN THE 
FALL OF 2017.  HOWEVER, AS TRADE SHOW SEASON BEGAN AFTER CHRISTMAS, AND OUR BANQUET IN MARCH DREW 
CLOSER, MOMENTUM IN SALES BEGAN TO BUILD, CULMINATING IN A SOLD-OUT RAFFLE.  

THE DRAW TOOK PLACE ON MARCH 10, 2018, AT THE 19TH ANNUAL SHEEP SHOW FUNDRAISER IN RED DEER.  THE FIRST 
PRIZE, A DALL SHEEP HUNT SPONSORED BY BONNET PLUME OUTFITTERS, WAS WON BY PATRICK HORVATH OF 
TABER.  NEEDLESS TO SAY, PATRICK WAS VERY EXCITED WHEN HE RECEIVED THAT PHONE CALL THE NEXT DAY INFORMING 
HIM THAT HE HAD WON.  CONGRATULATIONS PATRICK!  YOU’RE GOING TO HAVE AN AMAZING HUNT!!  

SECOND PRIZE, A WEATHERBY MARK V IN 7MM, DONATED BY WOLVERINE GUNS AND TACKLE IN RED DEER, WAS WON BY 
CRAIG RATH.  THIRD PRIZE, A KUIU ULTRALIGHT HUNTING PACKAGE, INCLUDING A KUIU MOUNTAIN STAR TENT AND A 
KUIU ICON PRO 7200 BACKPACK, DONATED BY KUIU, WAS WON BY THOMAS SMITH.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR WINNERS.  WSFA WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE VENDORS AND 
INDIVIDUALS THAT HELPED SELL TICKETS, AND OF COURSE TO ALL THOSE THAT PURCHASED TICKETS TO HELP MAKE THE 
2018 HUNT OF A LIFETIME RAFFLE AN OVERWHELMING SUCCESS.

TYSON CRAIG - 2018 
Alvin Guinn Award 
Winner
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 pete  mcmahon  &  bobby  turner

MEMORIAL  
SCHOLARSHIPS

PETE McMAHON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

RECIPIENT: MONIKA TROTTIER

CONSERVATION ENFORCEMENT BACHELOR OF APPLIED 
SCIENCE - PETE MCMAHON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT IS MONIKA TROTTIER
 
TAKE YOUR PASSION FOR PROTECTING THE LAND, 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES RESOURCES TO THE NEXT LEVEL 
IN THE CONSERVATION ENFORCEMENT – BACHELOR OF 
APPLIED SCIENCE PROGRAM, THE ONLY DEGREE OF ITS 
KIND IN CANADA.

THIS MADE-IN-LETHBRIDGE DEGREE HAS BEEN HONED 
THROUGH NEARLY FOUR DECADES OF EXPERIENCE AND 
WAS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND TO BE OFFERED IN CANADA. 
BUILDING OFF OF THE NATURAL RESOURCE COMPLIANCE 
DIPLOMA, THE CONSERVATION ENFORCEMENT APPLIED 
DEGREE EQUIPS YOU TO PROTECT THE NATION’S LAND, 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES RESOURCES.
 
MONIKA TROTTIER WROTE
“I WAS VERY GRATEFUL TO BE CHOSEN AS THE RECIPIENT 
OF THIS AWARD; IT WAS QUITE THE SURPRISE AND IT 
IS AN HONOR TO BE RECOGNIZED AS AN INDIVIDUAL 
MEETING THE CRITERIA!”
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BOBBY TURNER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

RECIPIENT: KADE MCCORMICK

RENEWABLE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT-BOBBY TURNER 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT IS KADE 
MCCORMICK 

HAVE YOU ALWAYS RESPECTED THE ENVIRONMENT AND 
THE FISH AND WILDLIFE THAT CALL IT HOME? THEN A 
CAREER PRESERVING THEIR HABITAT MIGHT BE RIGHT 
FOR YOU – AND IT STARTS IN THE RENEWABLE RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.
 
KADE SENT THE FOLLOWING NOTE:
“I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING ME AS THE 
RECIPIENT OF YOUR AWARD THIS PREVIOUS YEAR. I AM 
HONORED TO BE RECOGNIZED BY SUCH AN INFLUENTIAL 
GROUP WHOSE VALUES ALIGN WITH MY OWN. THIS 
AWARD PROVIDES ME WITH GREATER OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPERIENCE ALBERTA’S OUTDOORS WHILE STUDYING 
ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT AND ENCOURAGES ME TO 
FURTHER MY INVOLVEMENT IN PRESERVING ALBERTA’S 
HUNTING HERITAGE.
 
AS THE SCHOOL SEMESTER IS NEARING END, I WILL 
BE RETURNING TO DUCKS UNLIMITED CANADA IN 
STRATHMORE FOR THE SUMMER. I WILL BE WORKING 
CLOSELY WITH ASHLEY RAWLUK MANAGING THE 
SOUTHWESTERN REGION (CALGARY DISTRICT) OF 
ALBERTA’S WETLAND PROJECTS. AS MY LACROSSE CAREER 
HAS COME TO AN END I AM THRILLED TO SPEND MORE 
TIME OUTDOORS HUNTING AND FISHING, AND SOON 
PURSUE AN ALMIGHTY ALBERTAN RAM.”
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DOMINIC, SCOTT and 
DAVE WIDDIFIELD

WFSA  member

BRAG     BOARD
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JAMES TCHIR - 2017 
Opening Day Ram

DOMINIC, SCOTT and 
DAVE WIDDIFIELD
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T H E  W O R L D ’ S  M O S T  A D VA N C E D  M O U N TA I N  E Q U I P M E N T

BASE LAYERS | INSULATION | OUTERWEAR | PACKS | SLEEP SYSTEMS | BOOTS | ACCESSORIES  

SOLD DIRECT WITHOUT RETAIL MARKUP  |  855-367-5848  |  WWW.KUIU.COM

P H O T O G R A P H Y :  PA U L  B R I D E

RETURN TO:
Wild Sheep Foundation of Alberta
P.O. Box 2639
Rocky Mountain House, AB
T4T 1L6

MAIL TO:


