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A MESSAGE FROM

s I write this message, the sun is setting on yet another
robust and giving Alberta mountain hunting season.
I hope everyone was able to get out and enjoy it on
some level. This year I was able to take my 7 year old
son on his first bighorn hunt. It was a proud moment for me as
a father to pass on a love for the mountains.
Since my last update there has been a lot to go on here at
WSFAB. Despite the constant restrictions covid has thrown at
us, the team has been determined as ever to keep pushing our
mission statement forward.
This spring saw WSFA get Minister Special Licence (MSL)
funding approval for a little over 230 thousand dollars.
This money will be going into approved projects of:
● Untangling Bighorn Sheep Habitat Use, Movement
		 Ecology and Strategically Reducing Bighorn Sheep
		 Disease Risk in South Western Alberta.
● Managing Disease Risk for Bighorn Sheep.
● Bighorn Sheep Winter Aerial Survey.
● And our annual Youth Hunter Sheep Camp.
Thank-you AFGA and MSL for the funding. As well as
our partners at Alberta Environment and Parks who have
collaborated with us to get these projects off the ground. More
updates as these projects progress through the winter months of
2021-2022.
In April we hosted an online auction. The auction was
incredibly successful raising critical funds for WSFA
conservation efforts. I thank everyone that donated, that
purchased and to all the WSFA volunteers that pulled it all off.
June saw us host our AGM virtually through the Zoom
platform. There was an overview of the past years activities as
well as a financial overview of the year. At that time we also
welcomed 4 new Directors Todd, Chelsey, Mike, and Rich.
Late July early August WSFA sent funds down to our brother
and sisters with the fraternity of the Desert Bighorn in Nevada
to help refill man made wildlife watering holes “guzzlers”, in
an effort to provide relief in the extreme drought conditions.
August saw 60 youths into the Hinton fish and game facility
for a great youth camp. This year the kids got a wonderful
presentation from wildlife officer Chris Watson, there they
learned about firearms safety handling and shooting techniques
at various shooting stations. They also learned about search and
rescue as well as wilderness first aid. At the end there was some
great prizes given away. Again, thank-you to our volunteer’s,
donors and, all the parents for making the trip up to Hinton.
September WSFA in conjunction with WSF’s women in
hunting initiative sent a woman to Texas to join other women at
the FTW ranch where they participated in shooting courses and
an opportunity to hunt fallow deer. Please read Brandi’s update
in this issue.
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

Matt and Sam sheep hunting.
At this current time the board of directors is getting ready to roll
out our ungulate enhancement and cougar incentive programs.
Be on the lookout for our Hunt of a Lifetime raffle tickets.
Your chance to win a 12-day sheep hunt with North Curl
Outfitters, a shwack of excellent Kuiu gear, and a one of a kind
handmade knife from Don Stevenson.
March 4-5th, we plan on having our annual banquet and
fundraiser. It’s going to be a big one so be sure to get your
tickets quickly.
It’s my wish that everyone has a happy and healthy holiday
season.
I hope to see you all at some point in the New Year.
Yours in conservation,
Matt Mellon
President
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta
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MY SIDE OF

t’s only fitting Ozzy’s immortal Crazy Train is an unending
loop running in my brain. I never saw this train coming, I
couldn’t get out of the way, and now here I am shoveling
coal into the boiler and barreling down the track.
When I joined the WSFAB board I had no intention or
ambition of editing the magazine. But what the hell, here we
are and since I’ve never been accused of doing anything by half
measures – (ask any of my friends or enemies) now that I’m in
the locomotive pouring on the coal, let’s make it interesting.
First a big thank you to the previous editor Frans Diepstraten
doing a fine job in the face of Covid and the general world
craziness.
Our membership is built of a fabulous cross-section of
experience from the best in the world at sheep hunting to
those who are still after their first ram. We can share so much
knowledge, excitement, and passion in these pages. We all have
our own reason for belonging to WSFAB and hunting sheep.
We are all on our own personal journey as hunters, and none of
us are in the same spot in our growth and development on that
trip. No matter where we are in our expedition there are those
here that will learn from our stories, expertise, and mistakes.
Folks will laugh and cry and share in the fabulous yarns hunters
are so adept at telling.
I want to announce some new features that I hope will catch
on and thrive here. Some of these features will need several
folks participating to have enough content to fit in a page count.
Magazines pages are printed in units of 4 to fit printing and
binding requirements. We can’t add a page, we must add 4.
Members Campfire
This will be articles on tips, techniques, and reviews on gear,
outfitters and hunting stories in general. Follow along on
member TJ’s quest for his FNAWS. Come along with me on
the biggest bargain in the mountain hunting world: free range
west Texas aoudad. Todd reviews some cool mountain gear you
won’t want to miss. Brandi Love shares her story as a first-time
hunter in Texas! And much more.
Letters to the Editor
Members can ask a direct question to the board, a director,
committee chair. This can also be a suggestion board for new
projects or features. Tell us what you like, don’t like, demand I
be fired (its trapping season)!
Cartridge Corner
Guns, cartridges, bullets, reloading, optics, ballistics, all
the business end of sheep hunting. Don’t hesitate as this is
a passion of mine and I can and will fill the pages with my
very unbiased viewpoint! Don’t miss: Is the 6.5 PRC the New
Ultimate Sheep Cartridge?
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

Cooking Wild Game
Read “Sheep Shape” by Banquet Chair Chelsey Wright in
this magazine. At the end she shares a tasty elk burrito recipe. I
cooked it for Sandi the same night she sent it over and we give
it two big thumbs up! Send us your recipes. I have one stolen
from buddy TJ Schwanky that will be in print soon.
Stipend for Articles by Members
Have you ever thought about being a paid outdoor writer?
Here’s your chance. I will assist and edit as needed but
remember pictures, pictures, PICTURES! Jack O’Connor
couldn’t get published today without great pictures. Pay will
vary with content but up to $200 per article.
I’m committed to 4 issues a year. We will get on a schedule
that will see the magazine come out on or near the solstices/
equinoxes. I will get out due dates when I have time to think
again. Right now, my hair would have caught fire two weeks
ago if I had any hair!
This magazine is yours, the membership. I can only make it
only as good as the support I get from you folks. We all believe
in the Mission Statement of putting sheep on the mountain.
Let’s do it in style.
My door is open folks, you can reach me at rich@wsfab.org.
So come along and join me “going off the rails on a crazy train!”
Rich Mellon
Editor and WSFAB Director
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta
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y name is Todd Tkach, my family and I reside 30
km north of Grande Prairie. I grew up in NE
Saskatchewan in a family that always spent time
outdoors camping, fishing, and hunting. I started
hunting at age 10 and trapping at age 12. If I had to
name my #1 passion it would be hunting. I started sheep
hunting at age 51 and although I’m in the -1 club with sheep I
plan to continue to climb the mountains in pursuit of these
majestic animals. Hunting with family is important to me and
my son shares my passion and has been on every sheep hunt
with me making memories on the mountains.
My profession
for 30+ years was
a commercial
helicopter pilot that
took me to many
destinations across
Canada, Mexico,
and the Middle
East. My career saw
most of my time in
northern Canada
across the western
provinces and
territories. Currently I am a
partner in Synergy Aviation Ltd.
Our company services the oil and
gas industry from the BC coast
to east of Winnipeg performing
aerial pipeline surveillance.
Synergy also has two flight
schools, Centennial Flight Centre
(fixed wing) and Synergy Flight
Training (rotary). We operate a
mixed fleet of 25 aircraft which
keeps me busy.

WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

When given the opportunity to join WSFAB as a director it
was a quick decision as I’m a true believer that the conservation
of our wildlife falls heavily upon likeminded hunters’ shoulders
to do the work that needs to be done. In my short time on the
board, it’s clear that there are like minded individuals here that
will do the work that needs to be done to keep the sheep on the
mountain. Although there are some new faces on the board, I
believe that each person’s experience and skills bring a synergy
that’s needed to the board. I look forward to working with each
of them and any new directors/executives that come to the
board and to be accountable to our members by performing the
work that is required to keep sheep on the mountains.
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Cota and Kuiu Canada, Steve and
Theresa Reminsky, Wolverine Guns and
Tackle, Vortex Canada, Hoyt, Kifaru
International, Revolution Armoury,
Canlin Energy, Big Timber Archery,
Synergy Aviation, Trapper Gord, Jim
Shockey, The Coverall Shop, The Hynes
Family, Hinton Trappers Association,

2021 WSFAB

by Paul Chambers WSFAB Director

n August 14, 2021, The Wild
Sheep Foundation Alberta
hosted a youth day at the
Hinton Fish and Game Gun
Range. With Covid restrictions being
lifted we were able to pull the camp off.
We had a 60-youth limit and we were
happy to have a full house with ages
ranging from 11-17.
With the help of our sponsors and the
funding from the MSL special license
grant we were able to put together a
1-day event which held various stations
surrounding hunting, the outdoors, and
conservation. Our goal was to have a
fun, safe, and interactive environment
in which kids can learn some skills, try
something new, and gain an appreciation
for conservation and our outdoors. The
message being that regardless of how
you recreate in the outdoors, hiking,
biking, camping, quadding, hunting,
fishing, all those activities revolve
around conservation. As the future
stewards of the land, it is important we
give them the skills and knowledge they
require to succeed.
Each youth was given a great swag bag
which included all the safety gear and a
few other goodies, sponsored by Kuiu
10

Canada, Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta,
and Helmig Fire and Safety.
The day started off with a fantastic
sheep presentation from Chris Watson
of Hinton Fish and Game. It taught the
youth how to identify sheep, age them,
talked about where they live, what they
eat, the threats they face and how we can
do our part in conservation.
We had a total of 5 stations for the day
where kids learned various skills and
knowledge surrounding the outdoors.
There was a 3D archery shoot ran by
the Yellowhead Arrow Launchers, where
they were taught the fundamentals of
archery and were sending arrows down
range at various 3D Targets.
A shooting program was run by the
head of the tactical division for the
Edmonton Police Service. Rick and
his team including a rangemaster and
firearms instructor taught the kids all
about firearms and firearm safety. Their
fun and interactive course was a huge hit
with kids of all ages.
It was all smiles and sore shoulders
for the Hinton Trap Association. They
had kids blasting clays and their range
master taught them all about the safety
around shotguns.

High Caliber Sports Hinton, Hinton Fish
and Game Association, Rick Abbot of
The Edmonton Police Service, Helmig
Fire and Safety Hinton, The Yellowhead
Arrow Launchers, Mountain Med
Consulting, Rocky Mountain SAR, Chris
Watson and the Alberta Fish and Game
association, and the dozens of volunteers.

In 2022 we hope to continue to grow
and expand our program. Our mission
is to teach the next generation about
conservation, protecting our resources,
how to enjoy the outdoors in a safe and
respectful manner. The future of our
conservation is in their hands, and it is
up to us to lead the way.

Mountain Med Consulting was there
to teach the kids about wilderness first
aid. From wound care to hypothermia
and shock, they covered the do’s and
don’ts when it comes to first aid in the
backcountry. Should a situation ever
arise, the knowledge and the first aid kit
they provided should help them make
the right decisions.
The Rocky Mountain House Search
and Rescue station was amazing. The
kids learned how to track, signal for
help, and what to do in a backcountry
survival situation. Being prepared going
into the back country is one of the most
important things you can do. They did a
fantastic job showing the kids what to do
and even had someone they had rescued
on hand to tell their story.
Lunch was provided for this full day
event, and it ended with a bunch of
fantastic giveaways and a lot of smiles.
Also, a few bruised forearms and
shoulders but it didn’t seem to bother
them one bit. After a year of being stuck
at home you could see the positive
impact a camp like this has.
We would like to say a huge thank
you to all our amazing sponsors that
help make this day possible. Dallas
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

11

“Cholla, everything in Texas has a
thorn or sticker on it.”

by Rich Mellon

t is October 7th, 2021, and
my traveling companion and
darling wife had celebrated our
42nd wedding anniversary in
typical style: traveling to hunt.
More like navigating the crazy
new world of international travel but
more about that later.
It is 91 degrees Fahrenheit (33
degrees C) in the shade and the sun is
a blinding white hot silver dollar in the
sky blazing down on the austere high
desert landscape, making me feel very
much like bacon on a griddle. We are
outside of Ft Davis, Texas and 60 miles
from the Mexico/USA border. We went
through a Border Patrol checkpoint on
the drive down from El Paso where the
Rio Grande swung close to highway 10.
When asked if we were citizens by the
Border Patrol officer I unthinkingly said
“Yes.” Sandi watched over her shoulder
for the rest of the trip watching for the
Patrol to come get the lying Albertans.
At first glance the high desert
vegetation is sparse and rugged, the
moon landing could have been filmed
here, but then we came to find out
they have had 15” of rain in the last 3
months and this is the lush version of

I
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desert vegetation. I guess the difference
between wet and dry is shocking.
We are hunting with Ross Coffey of
Great American Hunting Services.
I got hooked up with Ross on a
recommendation from Las Cruces,
New Mexico friends Rick Owens and
renowned taxidermist Robert Lee
Major, owner of Major Wildlife Studio.
Whenever I am looking for an outfitter,
it is my number 1 rule to have a trusted
friend speak up for the company. Ross
was direct and the first question he
asked me was “What did I expect in a
hunt?” I told him “Real.” I wanted real
free-range aoudad (aw-dad) hunt and I
wanted a chance at a trophy ram in that
30” range. He laughed and said that
wouldn’t be a problem.
Aoudad are also called Barbary Sheep
and they originate in the northern Africa
sub Saharan countries of Chad, Niger,
Algeria and Morocco. At one time one
of the 6 subspecies lived in Egypt, but
habitat loss and subsistence hunting has
extirpated the population. In fact, those
same pressures have pushed the aoudad
to the brink in most of its native lands.
There are estimated to be 5000 to 10,000
in all North Africa. In comparison the

population estimate for North America
is over 75,000. The vast majority of
these are in Texas and Mexico. First
brought to Europe and North America
in the early 1900’s for zoo exhibits,
the aoudad quickly reproduced its
way out of captivity. With a gestation
period of 5.5 months and 2 possible
ruts a calendar year the average ewe
can double or quadruple herself every
14 months. In 1957 forty aoudad were
released into Palo Duro canyon TX as
huntable exotics. The rest is history.
Able to jump over 6 feet from a standing
start, very few fences can contain the
critters. Many ranchers detest the aoudad
for fence destruction. Weighing in at
or over 300 pounds, the rams have the
knack for hooking fence with their horns
and twisting until they can get through.
Aoudad are constantly on the move.
Migration is genetic and this brings
them in contact with a lot of fences and
problems with ranchers.
Like many animals from Africa aoudad
are unique, not really sheep or goat the
Ammotragus lervia is out on its own.
Most scholars consider it closest related
to the goats (Capra). Hunters will right
away see the horizontal goat eye pupil
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

and make the leap to that conclusion
based on nothing else. Other than
perhaps the rather goatish smell.
Rugged animals that need water
as little as every 5 days the aoudad
“A ‘Duster’ made by mature rams rolling in the dirt.”
thrives in both the heat and cold and
are generalist foragers eating most
Over 90% of Texas is private-owned land and Texas law states all animals are the
everything the Texas desert has to offer.
property of the owner of the land they stand on. Free range aoudad hunting is really
Ross commented that it almost seemed a
catching on but because the critters are constantly moving and migrating it takes a lot
mistake that the aoudad wasn’t naturally
of land or more precisely habitat to run a successful outfit. This has created a revenue
occurring in Texas, they were so well
from the pesky aoudad for the ranchers who they cause so much trouble. On any given
fitted to thrive in the environment. Cattle
day the mountain in front of you may have 50 sheep on it or none. Leasing access or
ranchers aren’t the only detractors the
trespass fees as well as paying kill fees are the most common ways for an outfitter to
aoudad has. As a vigorous exotic the
have enough area for a viable operation. The fees make the
aoudad out
aoudad valuable to the rancher or perhaps just more tolerable.
competes the
A large part of the land we hunted was Ross’s family farm.
native species
The high desert valley floor was at 5300 feet of elevation.
like the desert
Lines of volcanic rocks thrust up out of the desert floor 1500
bighorn. Let’s
to 2500 feet in the air. Looked at from a distance the rocks
back that up
looked for the world like the spines of ancient half buried
a step. The
skeletons. Some were just a long line of jumbled rocks and
desert bighorn
others had actual plateaus up on top. But there was a lot of
is itself an
terrain that held sheep.
introduction
Hunting was the same as we’d do in the Rockys here at
to replace
home. We spent time glassing up the mountains from the
the bighorn
desert floor. Travel was by truck, along the canyon floor and
that was
“The large dark bodied rams really stick out.”
it didn’t take us long to find sheep. I’ll say the first thing I
the original
noticed is the sheep are darker than I had imagined, and much redder in hue. Mature
king of the Texas mountains. No
trophy rams stand out from the herd. Much larger than the ewes, rams are also much
matter, the aoudad is successful, and
darker usually from the rutting habit of rolling in the dust on the desert floor and
the populations are exploding. What
hooking dirt over themselves. We are hunting the big rut in early October and the old
to do with the critters is up for much
rams are all very dark from dusting.
discussion. There are those that wish
There are several features that make up the scorecard on a trophy aoudad ram. The
to see it erased from the landscape.
first is of course the length of the horns and 30” is pretty much the gold standard for
A very tall and expensive proposition
a trophy. Base and quarter circumferences make up the rest of the horn score. Age
which I don’t think could be realistically
is crucial to a great trophy. Rams can live to be over 25 years old. In about their late
accomplished at this point.
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA
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“Prickly pear. Nasty thorns.”

“Rich’s ram a second before impact, a battle scared old warrior.”

“The ram and small oak that stopped
his free fall down the mountain”

teens the rams are brooming off more
ram was ancient. He was broomed back to 26” or so to the point where we could see
horn than they grow a year. One way to
the horn core exposed at the horn tips through the Zeiss spotting scope. Night was
judge a mature ram is to look at the long
falling and there was no way to get to the sheep before dark. The Texas desert is no
flowing blond hair fringe that runs from
place you want to blunder around in the dark, everything and I mean everything has
his chin down to his chest. On a mature
a spine, sticker and or thorn. Even some leaves have thorns on the edges! It made no
ram this fringe connects seamlessly to
matter, I would have passed on both the long youngster and the passed-his-primehis leggings or chaps that run down
warrior. We talked sheep over a fabulous supper of brisket and beans cooked over
his legs. Often called the dress, on not
mesquite chopped from the ranch yard. Turns out that Ross loves cooking and at one
quite mature rams there will be a gap
time traveled to compete at BBQ cooking competitions.
or notch where the fringe and legging
Morning of day 1 started slow and easy. It requires full light to glass the rocks and
come together. Once you have witnessed
we didn’t want to miss a thing. Sheep were everywhere we turned and by 10, we had
a mature ram in full regalia there is
looked over 30. More young rams and another old soldier with half the horn sheath
no missing it. Old rams often have
smashed off his right base. One thing that stuck out was the injuries. These animals
dark lines on their faces that look like
fight hard and I’m not sure if the scabs and scars are from horn hooks or the animal
creases or wrinkles. The
falling off the mountain. Many rams had multiple grey scabs on their
horns are worn smooth
sides and flanks.
erasing growth rings and
Shortly after 11 we spotted a big herd of nearly 40 and there were 3 or
ridges from the constant
4 good rams in the mix. They were topping out on the skyline 500 yards
brooming. Lastly a
above us. We decided to make a play and at least get a better look at
finished ram will have a
the rams. With the sun beating down and the temp pushing over 90° F,
distinct hook in the last
you’d think that the climb would be uncomfortable, and you’d be right.
4” or so of his horns.
It is said you can’t drown in your own sweat, but I make a valiant effort
The hook is more just a
at it every time in the mountains. We worked our way up following
tightening of the arc the
the band and across the top eventually bumping into the ewes first.
horns make, and it is most
We were right on top of them and there were way too many eyes and
often into the body but
eventually one got nervous, and they all bolted. We never did see the
can also be down, making
rams again and those sheep evaporated like the sweat dripping off me on
the ram that much harder
to the rocks.
to judge.
The rut was in full swing and there was no shortage of sheep on
Sandi and I got to ranch
“Aoudad on the mountain” the move. We watched one band climb over the end of a spine and
late afternoon and Ross
glimpsed a promising ram. We quickly moved around the end of the
took us for a quick tour of the nearest
spine for a better look at him. We never got the chance. Once around the corner we
mountain where we immediately spotted
saw a dust cloud hundreds of yards out across the desert. It was a huge band of sheep
a band of sheep. A half a dozen ewes
headed for the next mountain. Never once thinking we would catch up in time, we
and lambs and two rams. The young ram
slowly followed, trying not to push yet wanting to be there when they broke out of
was long, probably touching the 32”
the scrub and up the mountainside. It is on the smallest of coincidences that fate turns.
mark but he was so young, his leggings
There are few landscapes that an aoudad can’t bound up effortlessly and for the first
were sparse and undeveloped. The old
150 yards this was no different until the lead ewe got on a ledge where there was no

easy way up. The herd movement stalled
as the ledge reached capacity. The last
one up was a big dark heavy horned
ram covered in scabbed over wounds
and scars. His dress was magnificent
sweeping the rocks in front of him. His
horns hooked both down and in but there
was no doubt he was a finished mature
ram. I mounted my rifle into Ross’s
BOG Death Grip tripod, a miraculous
tool for standing shots at high angles.
Just as I found the ram in the Zeiss V4
scope I heard Ross whisper, “yes, yes
that’s the one!” The ram turned his head
at the whisper and his shoulder flexed
seeming to paint a perfect target on the
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“Rich and his trophy.”

high shoulder shot. I sent the 143 grain ELD-X on its way. At the impact the ram went
down so hard that it bounced off the ledge and down the mountain! A few cartwheels
through the air and one of those big horns caught a small oak tree like a ringer in
horseshoes and planted him firmly into a crevasse.
We had to do some mountaineering to get to my trophy and we ended up taking him
apart right on the mountain and packing down the parts. I marveled at the old ram.
16 years old, scarred from one end to the other. His horns were wore smooth with
character making chunks broke out. He was what I’d came to Texas for. We found the
bullet during the caping, it passed through the point of the shoulder and ranged up and
forward through the spine to end up under the neck skin. It weighed 64.9 grains and
had done a perfect job.
Back at the ranch the trail of the tape told me I had come up a ¼” short of the 30”
benchmark. I wasn’t disappointed in the least and that is always a great excuse to go
back to Texas and hunt again.
Ross Coffee Great American Hunting Services www.gahuntingservices.com
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Drury, Mike
Duma, Bobby
Dunn, Bill
Dyke, Steve
Ecklund, Steve
Edgar, Wilf
Elines, Matthew
Elliot, James
Elliott, Alex
Emrich, Bill
Engel, Eldon
Englot, Rob
Engstrom, Terry
Epp, Darryn
Erickson, Robert
Fisher, Marlin
Fisher, Devin
Forrest, David
Foss, Tom
Foss, Adam
Foss, Cameron
Gallem, Rob
Genert, Chris
Genert, Quinn
Gerhardt, Kenneth
Getson, Roy
Gilbert, Tyrel
Gorzitza, Gord
Grant, Travis
Grinde, Harold
*Groves, Leon
Groves, Rilley
Groves, Levy
Gushattey, Mark
Halina, Todd
Halina, Brian
Hall, Rob
Hall, Laureen
Hallock, Brian Christy Dawson
Halun (Thorton), Renée
Halun, Craig
Harrop, Vanessa
Harvey, Mike
Hawthorne, Adam
Hayne, Gillan
Hebert, Joe
Heffel, Michael
Henry, David
Hewson, Kelly
Higgins, Kris
Hinchey, Will
Hindbo, Lorne
Hindbo, Sharmane

Hindbo, Jeff
Hislop, Dale
Hope, Brian
Hosker, Daryll
Houle, Ken
Hulse, Shad
Hunter, Darrell
Hupp, Dallas
Hurley, Kevin
Indenbosch, Dan
Indenbosch, Ivan
Isbister, Scott
Jablonski, Jeremy
Jacobsen, Gary
Jacobsen, Bradley
Jax, Tyler
Jenkins, Alfred
Jensen, Shane
Johansson, Arne
Johnson, Michael Curtis
Jones, Craig
Kadutski, Ken
Kaiser, Dallas
Kastelen, Dale
Kelly, Lynn
King, Dallas
Kinniburgh, Robert
Kitchen, Gord
Koebel, Brandon
Kopecky, Rob
Koski, Terry
Kubinchak, Duane
Kuny, Deryk
Kure, Emil
Lancaster, Shannon
Landry, Thomas
Larson, Nathan
Lemaire, Chris
*Lendrum, Darrell
Liesemer, Jeremy
Lohman, Vincent
Long, Pat
Lough, Brady
Luka, Adam
Lunt, Andrew
MacDonald, Darin
MacEachern, James
MacFadyen, Justine
*Machan, Chris
Majeau, Dayne
Mandrusiak, Kerwin
Manning, Jay
Mares, Zdenek
Martineau, Lee
Martyn, Jason
Matheson, Jim
Maxwell, Chris
McArthur, Daniel
McArthur, Garth
McClelland, Bill
McCulloch, Cam
McElroy, Nathan
McGuire, Dave
McInall, Landon
McLaren, Calvin
McQuaid, Lindsay
Mellon, Matthew
Mellon, Richard
*Meyr, Herb
Michel, Sarah
Mills, Doug

Mjolsness, Chester
Mjolsness, Martha
Moes, Michael
Moland, Eric
Morrish, Mark
Mountain, Pete
Mountain, Wayne
Mountain, Mark
Munksgaard, Povl
Nakamoko, Craig
Natras, Thanos
Nutting, Carson
Nutting, Jesse
Nyberg, Gary
Odgers, Scott
Olson, Derek
O’Neill, Pat
O’Neill, Sean
Palk, Ryan
Pape, Shane
pape, kelly
Pape, Michael
Pascoe, Verne
Persson, Lloyd
Pieruneck, Paul
Pinnell, Dale
Pole, Stuart
Popick, Corey
Powell, Ryan
Primrose, Matthew
Prostebby, Reg
Putzenberger, Dylan
Rach, Grant
Rath, Craig
Rattenbury, Chad
Rauhanen, Eric
Redlick, Regan
Redlick, Emerson
Redlick, Amie
Reichle, Colin W.
Rilkoff, Tyler
Rindal, Mitchell
Robertson, Kelly
Rogers, Charlie
Rombs, Randy
Routledge, Robin
Rowley, Alan
Rudolf, Chester
Rumball, Orry
Saar, Nathan
Sakofsky, Conrad
Salomons, Gordon
Samoil, Michael
Sanders, Gordon & Michelle
Sanders, Tim
Sands, Chester
Schapansky, John
Schneider, Lance
Schneider, Cole
Schultz, Brian
Schultz, Nathan
Schultz, Simone
Scott, Brian
Scott, Brenton
Selk, Skip
Sharif, Alexander
Sharman, Rocky
Shewchuk, Chris
Shippy (Lough), Stephanie
Shyback, Kyle
Shyry, Jill

Siemens, Cor
Sinclair, Brent
Sinclair-Smith, Kyle
Skinner, Darrel
Smith, Thomas
Snodgrass, Tate
Sollid, Mike
Sollid, Elijah
Speitelsbach, Greg
Stanley, Sandi
Steed, Kyle
Steer, Michael
Stegmaier, Kyle
Stelter, Kyle J
Stieben, Mel
Strasser, Jakob
Stratichuk, Doug
Stuart, Ian
Swanson, Milo
Szondi, Glen
Tailby, William
Tanghe, John
Tatarin, Carl
Tataryn, Kelvin
Taylor, Rob
Taylor, Steven
Tessier, Pierre
Thomas, Joanne
Thompson, Wayne
Thomson, Darren
Thornton, Gray
Truman, Colin
Turner, W. Frank
Tyler, Luke
Ulveland, Gregg
Van Belleghem, Dave
Vandergust, Luke
Vanderheide, Rick
VanHilten, Andre’
Voghell, Jason
Walgenbach, Tanner
Walker, Stan
Walker, Matthew
Wall, Jeff
Wall, Stephanie
Wall, Les
Wallenbach, Tanner
Watson, Kyle
Webster, Travis
Weinberger, Jason
Westlund, Derrick
Whitehead, Darren R
Widdifield, Scott
Widdifield, Dom
Widdifield, Dave
Williams, Cody
Williams, Darryl
Williams, Dillon
Willsie, Glen
Wolf, Byron
Wollen, Cody
Wood, Lyle
Yakubowski, Darren
Yarham, Larry
Yarosh, Kirby
Yoder, Keith
ZoBell, Will
Zurawell, Brant

* Deseased

WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

“El Paso Texas is a substantial
city, but not one prepared for
the realities of international
travelers in the COVID age.”

s the world evolved and vaccines were made
available, we decided we didn’t want to sit at
home for another 18 months or more. Rich found
a great opportunity to hunt free-range aoudad in
West Texas and plans were made. Booking the
hunt was the easy part though.
Initially we wanted to drive to Texas and see some of the
sights along the way. The opening of the US Border with
Canada for vehicle traffic kept getting pushed back though
so approximately 5 weeks prior to our departure, we booked
our flights through a travel agency we have used in the past.
Obviously, we would need a vehicle on the other end, so we
also booked a rental through our travel agent. This proved to
be expensive – we were advised, and indeed had seen several
news articles talking about the shortage of rental vehicles,
so were not surprised when we had to pay in advance for the
reservation.
In the past we have utilized a rider on our own vehicle
insurance for any rental, however this was no longer allowed.
Instead, we had to pay for the insurance through the rental car
company. In total it cost us over $800 USD for 8 days.
Not only should you be prepared for the inflated cost of a
rental vehicle and associated insurance, but you should also
be prepared to not have a vehicle available when you arrive
at your destination. When we arrived at the El Paso, TX
airport – where our reservation was booked at – we were told
that no vehicle was available. We showed the paperwork to
prove our reservation was pre-paid and were met with a very
terse and indifferent comment that “everyone is prepaid, so
put your name of the list and a vehicle will be available in
perhaps 30 minutes to 2 hours from now”. Wow! Unexpected!
There was absolutely no offer to assist, no apologies, no care.
Rich of course went DEFCON 1 on Twitter and the company
did apologize and make an offer to make it right. We did get
bumped to the front of the list and got our vehicle. The joy was
short lived as the “Service Engine Now” light went off before
we got to our hotel. Much of the next morning was consumed
with exchanging the vehicle. My goodness I don’t know what
the record is for repeating your story to people in one call is,
but I hit 7 that morning getting passed along the phone chain.

If you can, and since you’ve paid for the flight and have a
rental, see the sights!! We flew into El Paso a couple of days
ahead of the hunt dates and were able to get out to see a few
things in the area. COVID-19 has still impacted some of the
attractions and we found that some weren’t open on the days
we would be able to attend. Some require pre-booking at least
48 hours in advance. Your best course of action is to investigate
what’s available ahead of time and plan.
Air travel takes some preparation. Since we left the US,
government has since announced a planned opening for crossing
the Canadian/US land border around November 8, 2021. Be
certain you know the rules. There are a several and they are
by no means crystal clear or cast in stone. If we have learned
anything in this crazy age it is how quickly rules change.

Some of the airlines have an app that
can help. We were traveling with a
rifle, so we were required to present it
at the counter. In our experience flying
Business Class prioritizes the baggage
and gets you into a shorter line for
check-in. If your budget allows for this,
or if you have a rewards credit card, I
recommend this especially when flying
with a firearm.
To travel by air – and at the time we
traveled (October 5, 2021) – a vaccine
for COVID-19 was not required for
entry into the US. We had only to
provide a negative COVID-19 test
which was not more than 72 hours old at
the time of entry to the US. At the time
neither the US carrier nor US Border
Control were interested in proof of
vaccination.
We completed a Rapid Antigen test at a
local pharmacy and provided that to the
airline and Border Control. I am advised
by a few people I know traveling to
Hawaii that there is a more stringent
requirement for entry. Make sure you
know the rules for where you’re going.
To come back to Canada, there are
more rigorous rules to follow, and you
need to be aware of them so you can
plan for the differences in the type of
testing and how/where to get a test. It
is not the same in the US and if you are
traveling to a different country, there are
undoubtedly differences there as well.
Firstly, you will need to download the
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Pro Tip: Add a temporary phone plan to your cell phone for
the country you are headed to.

The last time we got on a plane to travel
to an exciting destination it was June 2019.
Many plans for hunts and fishing trips
have hit the floor since then due to COVID.
Everybody was in the same boat. Lost
opportunities – no small thing. As I’ve heard
so many times, you know how much money
is in your bank account, but you never know
how much time you have.
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“Sandi in the airport baggage
area waits with the gun and
ammunition. That is not a
smile under the mask!”

ArriveCAN app which outlines in some
detail the requirements for travellers to
Canada or returning Canadian travellers.
This is VERY important! https://travel.
gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/
flying-canada-checklist/covid-19testing-travellers-coming-into-canada
There are three different COVID-19 tests
which are acceptable for entry to Canada
– be sure you know what they are. In
a strange twist the antigen test that got
us into the US was not good enough
to get home to Canada. At that time
only molecular tests of which 3 types
were listed that were acceptable. Your
next step is to find where such tests are
available in the city you are flying from.
El Paso is a city of 700,000 but in Texas
you must be exhibiting symptoms to
get a PCR test. None of the pharmacies
did a rapid PCR test, for any reason. We
finally found a pathology lab that would
do a NAAT test. For consideration we
convinced them to return it over night
rather than the standard 3-5 days. The
same time frame is required – your
negative test cannot be older than 72
hours from the time of the test to your
arrival in Canada.
It is hard to describe the feeling of
laying in bed waiting overnight for a test
that maybe positive but you have no idea
you are positive by the way you feel.
Although at the time of our trip
proof of vaccination was not required
to enter the country by air, I expect

that may change. Entry by land for
non-Canadians does require proof of
vaccination. There were secondary
testing requirements for non-vaccinated
travellers arriving by air at the time
we arrived back to Canada on October
14, 2021, and for randomly selected
travellers. There are numerous
checkpoints for the requirements upon
arrival at your Canadian destination
airport. Be prepared to show your papers
over and over.
We had a weather delay on the day
of our departure. It’s important that
you plan for this with respect to your
COVID-19 test. It would suck (and
cost) to have your 72 hours run out
through no fault of your own. We had
our ArriveCAN app completed prior
to check in and it was not able to be
amended as to the date of arrival and
flight number but that didn’t cause us
any delay. We had printed everything
we needed as well as having everything
saved on our phones. It’s good to have a
back-up.
We lost 2 days of our vacation to trying
to find a covid test. Didn’t get to see
Carlsbad Caverns and had to speed walk
through the Alien Museum in Roswell
New Mexico. We assumed that a city
the size of El Paso would have plenty
of access to the tests, but we were
wrong. You should never assume. We
won’t in the future. Traveling again was
wonderful and Texas rocks!
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WSFAB MEMBER

Inaugural WSF Women Hunt 2021 Program
ho Am I? My name is
Brandi Love and I was one
of 12 women selected to
participate in the inaugural
WSF Women Hunt 2021 program. I am a
novice hunter to say the least. While I
grew up in a hunting family, I never
actually took a keen interest in it. Sure, I
sat in my fair share of blinds for ducks
and geese and the occasional time with
my dad for whitetail deer, it wasn’t
something I was fully committed to.
Hunting and conservation was part of
just who we were though.
I grew up north of Portage La Prairie,
Manitoba, on a mixed grain and cattle
farm. Our land borders one of the largest
waterfowl marshes in North America,
Delta Marsh. As a result, I grew up
immersed firsthand in wildlife
and conservation.
I did my “Take
your kid to
work” week with
Delta Waterfowl,
a conservation
group that
manages and
breeds ducks
in the marsh.
I watched my parents work hand in
hand with Manitoba Agriculture and
other conservation organizations
(Ducks Unlimited, Delta Agriculture
Conservation Coop), regarding the
balance of agriculture and wildlife
in this area. More often than not, we
would have hundreds of whitetail deer
cohabitate with our cattle.
As I transitioned into post-secondary
education, my focus became more of
agriculture and less on hunting and
conservation, but I still attest to this day,
that the two go hand in hand. Education
brought me to Alberta, but I think the
Rocky’s and Alberta’s vast diversity of
wildlife might have had something to do
with me staying.
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As life progressed, I always seemed to
continue to “brush up” with hunting, and
to this day, while some of these people
have come and gone, I continue to find
myself with a circle of people who have
a passion for hunting.
It’s from these past experiences that I
followed WSFAB on Instagram. I saw
the shared post from the WSF regarding
the Women Hunt program, discussed
with a good friend or two and decided
to apply. I will give the Women Hunt
Program credit, I had to brush up on
the scholarship application skills, as the
application was designed to make sure
that the right people for the right reasons
were applying. I was one of the 12
successful applications out of the 46 total
that applied for this inaugural program.
The weeks
leading up to
the trip became
focus one
being prepared
as to what to
pack, expect,
logistics and
then navigating
travel during a
global pandemic.
However once
arriving in San Antonio, that weight was
lifted literally (or in my case, the suitcase
was unpacked) and the focus became
learning. The night before we left for
the FTW Ranch, collectively as a group,
we were able to mix and mingle, get to
know one another and our stories and get
what I thought would be the initial jitters
out of the way.
The next day we travelled to the FTW
Ranch, in beautiful Hill Country of
South Texas. We were greeted with a
fallow buck right at the gates bedded
down in the shade. First a tour of the
12,000-acre property and the amazing
accommodations and then an initial dive
into what our structured program would
look like for the next 4 days. FTW Ranch

has offered a firsttime hunter’s program
before, however this
was the first time
for all women to be
taking the course.
The program offered
a great balance
of in classroom
learning, and range
time. Classroom
topics included the
science of ranging,
scope settings, and
shot placement as
well as ethics and
conservation just to
name a few. The range
time brought on new
nerves. I had only shot
a higher calibre rifle
(other than my .22)
a handful of times,
so I was nervous.
The professional
instructors and continuous range time helped my comfort level with the rifle increase
with each session. I also found the professional teacher and student relationship with no
prior connection to be very helpful in focusing my energies on learning to shoot. The
instructors knew none of us personally but knew how to communicate the knowledge
successfully to everyone.
During the last afternoon at the ranch, we are tested on the same course that all
attendees are put through, including SEAL team snipers. Let’s just say us women
hunters held our own in comparison. While we were getting comfortable at shooting
700-1000 yard shots, the focus was always around the 200-300 yard shots to ensure
ethical and responsible shots for hunters. FTW ranch believes, “it’s the hunter’s job to
kill an animal instantly with the first shot”, and I couldn’t agree more.
While the comfort with shooting was just one aspect, we were able to immerse
ourselves in the whole process start to finish. While personally I was not successful
on the hunt front, I was able to be with a new lifelong friend as she harvested her first
deer and share in that excitement and experience with her. It wasn’t for lack of trying
but rather luck. Mature bucks and breeding does were all that walked in front of me.
My interactions with wildlife on the trip made it worth it itself. In a last-ditch attempt
on the final morning of hunting, I had 2 fallow bucks walk less then 20 yards in front
of me. While we were eventually winded, there is nothing more magical and drives
appreciation for wildlife then these experiences.
Once the hunting was done, we were all involved in the processing and preparing of
meat. All 12 of us women were on hand to process the 5 does harvested by the group.
We were privilege to be educated by Executive Chef Josh Schwencke, on cuts of meat,
processing and preparing game meat, including sausage making and meal preparation
as well as an education on salt and spices. We all divided the harvest amongst us and
were able to take meat home to enjoy.
The Women Hunt program went above and beyond ensuring our first-time experience
was done in a manner to encourage and keep women interest in hunting. Through the
generous support of sponsors, all the women we able to get a good basis to continue
with our hunting journeys. Sitka Gear, Yeti, Weatherby, Boyt Harness Company,
Kenetrek Boots, Leica, FTW Ranch, Wild Sheep Foundation and the donors to the
auction at the Sheep Week along with the support of our local chapters and affiliates all
made this dream a reality.
What comes next is easy. I have reignited that calling, that passion for wildlife and
conservation. This is only just the beginning.
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PRODUCT REVIEW

by Todd Tkach WSFAB Director

or our sheep hunt this year we used the Plateau 5
Tent and Titanium Stove. With this in mind and the
ever-present variety of weather conditions
encountered during a mountain hunt, I looked at a
variety of fire starters to utilize when making a fire in the
tent stove or while hunting during the day. Some of the
considerations while looking at different products were that

it be lightweight, scent free and of course work well for its
intended use.
I came upon an ad for Procamptek, a Canadian company
that specializes in fire starters. After some research I ordered a
value pack that had 2 of each item that you see in the picture.
The shipping was free (for the value pack) and delivery time
was quick (yet another advantage of ordering and supporting
Canadian companies).
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PRODUCT REVIEW
They arrived around the same time as my tent and stove that
I ordered from LiteOutdoors.com and I used the fire plugs
when doing the “curing” of my stove and pipe. They have no
noticeable odour, light easily and burn for a long period of
time. This combination makes getting a fire going in a small
tent stove a breeze. Finding wood on a mountain hunt and
dry tinder can be a
task, especially in
wet conditions as we
experienced. Having
the fire starter plugs
made getting a fire
going easy with only
one plug used each
time, even with wet
wood and tinder. With
only needing one plug
per fire, the total weight
was no more than a
couple of ounces for
the amount I brought
with us.

Although I’ll have enough fire starter for a couple of lifetimes
with this order lol, I’ll be sharing it with family and outdoor
friends to put in their packs while enjoying the outdoors. I
highly recommend this product and give it 5 stars. You can go
to www.procamptek.ca to view and order their products.
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

by Todd Tkach WSFAB Director

hen looking for a lightweight multi-person tent
and stove combo, I came across a post from an
experienced guide and hunter on the LiteOutdoors
Plateau 5 tent and titanium stove. This person
gave it a great review.
Two things that I really liked once I got on to the LiteOutdoors
website was that they were a Canadian company, Alberta based
and secondly their prices were really good when you compared
to other companies in the US with similar products, in fact they
were several hundreds of dollars less once you did the currency
exchange rate and shipping costs.

I ordered the Plateau 5 tent, their largest tent
(all seams are sealed), 18” titanium stove with
baffle, carbon fibre pole, nest and condensation
liner. The total price including GST was
$1,226.93 CAD with free shipping.
LiteOutdoors has great instructional videos for
everything (except the condensation liner which
took a bit to figure out what hooked where) for
the tent and the stove set up. Once you set up the
stove, you do a burn in it to cure the stove and
the pipe, so they hold their shape for easy set up
from then on. One lesson learned is don’t put the baffle in for
the initial burn as it restricts the heat for curing the stove pipe. I
had to do a second burn without the baffle installed and the pipe
cured fine.
The tent is very easy and quick to set up. Stake down the 4
corners (light weight stakes included) and put in your centre
pole and its standing. So, if you need a quick set up to get out of
nasty weather in a hurry, it’s literally a couple of minutes. From
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there I have 3 options for set up (with the package I ordered). In
the summer temps I put in the nest that’s a floor and netting to
keep out the bugs. You cannot run the stove with the nest.
For my sheep hunt we just ran the tent with stove (no
condensation liner as we wanted to reduce weight as best we
could) or your can run the tent and the condensation liner with
stove. Condensation was evident, but we had one guy drop out so
with two people we didn’t have issues with condensation getting
on us as we had lots of room. The stove was lit in mornings and
evenings and that dried it up. There is plenty of room for 3 guys
and gear with the stove. You can get a 4th in if needed.
When running the stove, secure the tent well, especially in
windy conditions
(which we had), as
when secured there is
virtually no movement
with the stove pipe. We
had a mix of weather
(snow, rain, high winds)
and the stove was a
game changer... no
more frozen boots in
the morning! We also
brought a lightweight
hand saw, which I
recommend so you can cut wood to length for the stove.
The tent stove combo weighed 7 lbs 13 oz. This is for a shared
tent where weight can be spread out between 2 or more people.
Obviously not practical for solo hunters, but they have other
tent options.
Overall, I give this product a 5-star rating and highly
recommend it... plus it’s an Alberta/Canadian based company
you’ll be supporting!
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In Search of

by T.J. Schwanky

he successful hunting of the
bighorn, Dall’s, Stone’s and
desert sheep, referred to as the
Four North American Wild
Sheep (FNAWS) by the Wild
Sheep Foundation, is looked upon by
many as the pinnacle of hunting
achievements in the world. And
certainly, the popularity of hunting sheep
in Canada especially, is on the rise. Talk
with virtually any sheep outfitter and
they likely have a long waiting list of
hunters wanting to go on a hunt with
them. With the number of tags available
to non-residents decreasing in many
areas and demand for hunts increasing,
not only is it getting more difficult to
book hunts with top outfitters, but it’s
also getting more expensive. For the
hunter required to enlist the services of
an outfitter to hunt all four species, you
are looking at in excess of $230,000
Canadian and that’s only if you are
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successful your first time around for
each species. Many hunters aren’t.
Albertans are blessed to still be able
to hunt bighorns on an over-the-counter
tag that will set you back a mere $59.95
plus GST. While resident success is
low, around 7% most years, there is
still pretty good opportunity for the
hunter that puts his time in to score on
a ram. Most of Alberta’s older FNAWS
recipients that I know, began their quest
with a DIY Alberta bighorn hunt but
more recently, I’ve met many that it’s
the final one on their list and many
have ended up doing it with an outfitter.
Certainly, as time becomes more
precious than money to many people
these days, going with an outfitter
greatly increases their odds of success.
Alberta outfitters run close to 50% on
overall success with their non-resident
clients but would suspect that rate is
higher with residents as they can hunt

earlier and later in the season, plus
there are additional WMUs available
to residents that aren’t available to
non-residents. I would rate the bighorn
sheep the most challenging of the four
to be successful on, followed closely by
the Stone. Desert and Dall sheep hunts
run close to 100%, baring extremely
bad weather or other unforeseen
circumstances.
I was fortunate enough to complete
my FNAWS in early 2020. I like to call
it an accidental FNAWS, as I never
began sheep hunting with the intent of
taking all four species and my FNAWS
ultimately took me 32 years to complete.
My quest for sheep began on a DIY
hunt in Alberta in 1986. I’d actually
never seen a bighorn until I visited
Alberta in 1985 and I became totally
obsessed with them. So obsessed we
pulled up roots and moved to Alberta
in 1986. I credit Jack O’Connor for

much of it. Back then, information on
sheep hunting was virtually nonexistent,
aside from the odd article by Jack in
Outdoor Life magazine. My folks got
me a subscription to Outdoor Life
at some point in the ‘70s and for a
reason unbeknownst to me, I became
enamoured with sheep hunting, and
Jack’s tails of hunting the Willmore in
Alberta were the inspiration for the road
trip that led to the move west.
It wasn’t until 1988 that I found myself
with the crosshairs of my rifle on an
Alberta bighorn and I made good on the
opportunity. It was a beautiful 8-yearold, full curl ram and it was at that
moment that sheep hunting became all
consuming for me. It still ranks as one
of the most physical hunts I’ve done
and with the poor-quality backpacking
gear we had back then, it was definitely
earned. At that point I was pretty
content to continue hunting sheep in

WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

Alberta and did so the next eight years,
accompanying friends on a couple rams
and passing up lots of rams smaller
than mine. I’d never given a thought
to hunting sheep outside of Alberta
but when I got invited along on a BC
Stone sheep hunt as a cameraman, it all
changed. We took a magnificent 40-inch
ram on that trip, and I knew I needed to
hunt one myself.
Back then money was tight, and I
considered guided sheep hunts as a
rich man’s game, but when Darwin
Watson from Christina Falls Outfitters
called me up in mid September with a
deal on a cancellation hunt, I somehow
managed to scrape the money together
and went. It was scheduled to be a 14day horseback hunt, but it stretched to
18 days and finally, late in the afternoon
on a cold, snowy October day, I pulled
the trigger on ram number two of my
FNAWS, a beautiful 10-year-old Stone.

My guide, Garry Dowd, had guided
over 50 rams at that point in his career
and was without question the most
knowledgeable horsemen I’d been with.
Part of the price reduction on the hunt
meant we didn’t have a wrangler, so I
shared that duty with Garry and by the
end of the 18 days, I learned an immense
amount about packing and riding horses
through some of the most extreme horse
country in North America. Enough that
I picked up a string of my own on my
return and went on to do several trips
into the fabled Willmore Wilderness.
Seeing Jack O’Conner’s name scribed
on one of the cabin walls in the park
quite literally gave me goosebumps.
Over the next 15 years or so, I did
countless more sheep hunts in Alberta
and was blessed to be along with some
good friends that took rams, and I
took one more myself. It was in 2010,
however, that Harold Grinde, from Gana
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River Outfitters, contacted me with an
opportunity to do a cancellation Dall
hunt in his area in the NWT. I’d never
given any thought to doing a Dall sheep
hunt, but it was a great opportunity with
one of the top outfitters in the NWT, so
I sent him some money and booked a
flight. Sheep have never come easy for
me, and it wasn’t until day eight of the
10-day hunt that guide, Trevor Shulist,
and myself got into position on a great
14-year-old ram. We’d cover over 100
kilometers with full packs by that point
and were both physically spent but it
was all worth it when the grand old ram
came to rest in a lush grassy bowl deep
in the Mackenzie Mountains.
I was well satisfied at that point with
my own North American sheep hunting
and was content just to accompany
friends on sheep hunts for the rest of
my days and keep looking for one
more ram for myself. In 2011, an offer
came my way for a Marco Polo hunt
in Kyrgyzstan. This was a hunt that
was so far off my radar that I’d never
considered it, but it was a good deal
and sounded like an amazing adventure.
With three North American rams under
my belt, the thought of a desert was
on my mind, but I’d vowed I’d never
hunt Mexico for them and was content
to keep playing the waiting game on
limited-entry draws in the U.S. In my
mind, going on the Marco Polo hunt
negated the possibility of ever doing a
non-draw desert sheep hunt and I was
content with that. The hunted turned out
to be amazing and lit a fire in me for
international mountain hunting that took
up a lot of my time and money for the
next nine years.
In 2019, my good buddy, Jeff Eno, took
what still is the most magnificent desert
ram I’ve ever seen, on a hunt in Sonora,
Mexico with Rob Brown from Timber
King Outfitting. The more I spoke with
Jeff, the more interested I became. Jeff
and I share a lot of the same passions for
mountain hunting and the hunt sounded
like everything I thought Mexico
couldn’t offer. I called Rob and over the
course of a few weeks overwhelmed
him with questions. My biggest concern
was that I wanted to experience a true
free-range hunt in the mountains that
desert sheep had always called home
and that seemed to be exactly what
Rob specialized in. He was working
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with the Seri Indians, people that have
had centuries old ties to desert sheep.
Sheldon wrote extensively about them
in his journals in the early 1900s. These
have since been published in, “The
Wilderness of Desert Bighorns & Seri
Indians.” Despite my earlier promise to
myself, I sent a deposit to
Rob and was booked for
early 2020 in Mexico.
Taking the final ram in
my FNAWS was a bit
surreal. As I stood over
the grand old ram, it was
apparent that the hunt
had nothing to do with
completing a FNAWS,
and everything to do with
hunting sheep. If this had
been my first, second or
third ram, he would have
meant just as much, and I
didn’t look at it as the end of a quest but
just another step in a journey; a journey
to experience hunting sheep in as many
of their natural habitats as I could. Only
family and Jeff knew I was on the hunt,
and it was several days until we shared

any pictures of the ram. I was blessed
to have Vanessa at my side on the hunt
and was blessed to have done it with an
outfitter like Rob and the gracious Seri
people that shared their land with me.
When Rob asked me what I wanted to
do the day after taking my ram, I said I
wanted to sit outside and
stare at the ram and stare
at the mountain he came
off of. I was in no hurry
to go anywhere. I was in
sheep country.
It took me 18 months
to even register my
FNAWS. I needed time
to soak in the memories
from all the hunts and
to truly appreciate how
blessed I’d been to
experience hunting the
four wild sheep of North
America. I’ve never really looked upon
it as an accomplishment but rather just
a blessed opportunity I’d been afforded.
Truly, the FNAWS belongs to the sheep
and the mountains, and I was blessed to
share in it.
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SHEEP
SHAPE

By Chelsey Wright

he majority of my life, I
followed. I was the
youngest, only girl, only
daughter and the one with
the “very loud” rubber boots
tracking behind my dad and brother.
I walked hundreds of miles behind
the boys, waiting for my chance, my
shot on the next big harvest. Elk,
moose, deer, bear, turkey, been there,
done that. The bighorn was always
part of my wildest dreams, but
something that hasn’t been achievable
in the past. Either my body was not physically prepared for the
grueling Alberta weather and full day ride in, or my mind was
not present enough to remain focused for a full 10 days. I
watched my husband, my dad, my brother come home with full
saddles multiple times, and now I am ready for my chance, my
shot. Early season 2022, I will be tackling my first backcountry
sheep hunt. Learning and listening but no more following. This
is a one “man” show. You are either ready or you’re not. I am
writing this in hopes of inspiring other women to put in the
work, grind out the mental games and partake in their first
backcountry hunt. I wanted to explain the daily effort I am
putting in for the next ten months in hopes of success. I want to
ensure my body is conditioned for the terrain, altitude, and
weather. Some people say I am crazy for 10 months of effort
for 10 days of hunting, those people will never understand.
I am training on an 8-week program cycle, that will be
continuous and changing every 8 weeks. This includes 4-5 days
resistance training, 5 days of high intensity cardio and daily
walks with my pups. With the resistance training I am basing
my weights on 80% of my maximum strength. Upper body

days, lower body days and core strength to be
able to support my pack. I am estimating my
pack will be around 40 lbs and averaging 10
kms a day of hiking. A lot of my resistance
training will be focused on lower body and
core strength. This will help with the high
elevation hikes. Supplements to close the
gap in my nutrition and help me recover
quicker will ensure I am at my optimal performance when
the time comes. Supplements that all nutritionists regularly
recommend and that I consume are Omega 3 fish oil, Vitamin
D, Vitamin B12, Vitamin C and Lion’s Mane mushroom. I am
also adding in a daily greens powder to ensure I am getting
the recommended servings of vegetables daily for my body
to thrive. Regarding training my mind, there is no simple
method written in the book, everyone’s mindset and capacity
is completely different. I already know I struggle with poor
weather and my patience is limited. The importance of training
outdoors in all weather conditions will help with the first issue,
and I am hoping the incredible and humbling views will help
with the second.
I would love to hear from all our members on some tips and
tricks to help prepare me for this awesome experience. I know
the knowledge we have here in Alberta is second to none and
I am fortunate to be surrounded by a lot of these experienced
individuals.
For all the cooks and healthy meal preppers I have included
my go to dinner recipe that is fast and easy, and fuels my body
for a great training session.

Servings = 4
l 1.5lbs of cooked ground elk -seasoned with 1 tsp each of
paprika, cumin, garlic powder, roasted red pepper, salt
l 4 servings of rice (2.5 cups cooked)
l ½ cup of red bell pepper
l ¼ cup of jalapenos
l ½ cup canned corn
l ½ cup black beans
l 1 avocado
l 2 cups of spinach
l 1 cup of cheddar cheese
l ¼ cup of spicy ranch dressing
l Combine all together and serve evenly in 4 separate bowls.
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA
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ack in the day after I started climbing mountains, the
upstart quarter bore 25/06 Remington was all the
rage. Labeled the “Poor Man’s” 257 Weatherby
“The Author’s PRC
Magnum, the 25/06 came within 100 foot per second
– Custom Rocky Mountain
of the Bee. Muzzle velocity was king in those days.
Rifle, Zeiss V4 4-16x434
Long before rangefinders were invented, guessed yardage was
and Hornady Precision
the accepted standard and no one would dream about
Hunter ammunition.”
questioning the judgement of someone holding a big ram.
Claims of dead on “hold on hair” out to 400 and 500 yards and
beyond were common. The 25/06 legend grew. Ah, the glorious
days before we understood ballistics.
Velocity was chased in those days as the final answer to
long range hunting. With the belief that the faster the bullet
was driven, the flatter its path was. Today we understand that
gravity is constant and that every bullet is dropping from the
second it leaves the barrel. It is only the fact that the barrel is
tilted up in relation to the line of sight that makes the bullet
cross above the line of sight before intersecting the line of sight
again at the chosen zero yardage.
Sheep hunters are gear junkies who pursue the ultimate
lightweight gun as hard as a legal ram. The whole reason for
the 25/06 brief rise in popularity was recoil as well as speed.
Recoil is punishing in a cutting-edge ultralight rifle setup.
Lightweight guns kick hard, so choosing a light recoiling
cartridge was crucial. No one ever wanted to shoot a 5-pound
300 Win Mag the second time.
As ballistics became better known to the masses and two
things were apparent. Velocity wasn’t everything and high
ballistic coefficient bullets are sexy. 25/06 factory rifle twists
were slow, built for speed and light bullets, the standard is
1:14”. There are just about zero (0!) .25” bullets with a BC over
.400. Other strikes against the 25/06 was the cartridge required
a long action and a long 24” barrel. Any sheep nerd can tell you
with out blinking that a short action is 2 ounces lighter than
the long action. Don’t even think about asking about weight
the less air friction to slow the bullet and velocity is retained
savings versus barrel length versus velocity trade off unless you
longer or better put, lost slower. Here are the cold hard facts.
have plenty of time to kill.
A bullet fired from a barrel parallel to ground and one dropped
At the same time the 6.5 calibre bullet was making a name in
from the same height will hit the ground at the same time. Yep,
the precision shooting and long-range sports. A variety of short
true story. One bullet will be at your toes and the other a couple
action low recoil cartridges were tearing up the record books
hundred yards away, but gravity is constant. All BC does is
and winning competitions. Out of
allow the bullet to get further away
this world came the 6.5 Creedmoor.
before it hits the ground.
Originally designed as a purpose built
Having said all that, bullet drop
across the course gun, it soon gained
solutions are easily bought in today’s
popularity with all riflemen, including
world. Because gravity is constant,
hunters. Why? Mostly because the
we can easily overcome the bullet
low recoiling round helped people
drop problem out to 800 yards
shoot better than they ever had before.
and beyond for modern cartridges
Pushing a high ballistic coefficient
shooting high BC bullets. What
130 bullet to 2850 fps using 43 grains
was once the forte of “Kentucky
“The newest and perhaps most versatile
of powder made for very light recoil.
Windage” is now a simple chip shot
of the 6.5 calibre cartridges.”
The 260 Rem blown out into the
for anyone with a range finder and
Ackley improved version did even better, albeit with a slightly
a properly set up scope and rifle. Add some trigger time on the
larger powder charge and a touch more recoil. At its very
range and those chancy shots beyond the rifles maximum pointinfancy, the interest in 6.5 mm bullets was inspired by ballistic
blank range are well within anyone’s ability.
coefficient. An ELD-X 130 grain bullet had a BC of .549 and
On all my scoped hunting rifles, I use a ballistic reticle or dial
the 143-grain version a BC of .625.
up turrets and sometimes both for bullet drop compensation.
Why was BC important? Simply put BC is a measure of how
I have a Zeiss V4 4-16x44 on my 6.5 PRC. It has both target
efficiently a bullet passes through the air. The better the BC,
turrets and the cool ZMOAi-T30 ballistic reticle. Set up is
WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA
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“The 6.5 PRC is easy to shoot. There is lots of ammunition
as well as reloading components available.”
beyond simple. I link to the Zeiss hunting app on my phone
and choose the scope, height over bore, my factory load or my
handloads. Zero the rifle on paper and then I set up for hunting.
I like a 200 yard zero on my rifles. With my PRC, 8 clicks up
is 300 yards, 17 clicks is 400 yards and on out to around 1600
yards when I run out of vertical adjustment with the V4. I have
the dial ups to 700 yards written on a band on the stock for
“That is a 3 shot group at 500 yards.
quick reference. I can also have a turret laser engraved with
The rifle is ready for the mountain.”
just the yardage on it. I can also use the magnification to dial in
the reticle for my load. Because the V4 is a second focal plane
velocity and each bullet has its perfect velocity for ballistic
scope as magnification changes, the subtension or distance
coefficient. In this case even though the same bullet is used,
between the hashmarks changes on the target. I have hashmarks
the higher velocity of the PRC means less time of flight and
that will take the bullet out to 925 yards on the V4. Now I’m
a slightly better BC. There are 6.5 cartridges that get better
not recommending anyone shooting these distances at game.
wind drift numbers than the PRC, like the 26 Nosler which I
All I’m saying is one of the biggest causes for misses, bullet
also have. The 26 Nosler is a long action cartridge and needs
drop, or holdover has a very simple solution today. Set a rifle
a long barrel. 26” is recommended as compared to the 22” for
up like I have described, and you will be very pleased with how
the PRC. All the 6.5 cartridges that outdo the PRC need long
quick your confidence in your abilities improves.
actions and barrels and use twice the powder. The first two add
Now the question is if the scope can take care of bullet drop,
weight and the last adds recoil.
why is BC important? One word, wind. Three factors determine
It is a time honoured standard that sheep guns are as light as
the wind drift of a bullet. Wind speed (and direction), bullet’s
possible. That has always meant short action cartridges with
time of flight, and the BC of the bullet. Bullet
short slender barrels, and as light of a recoil
weight is not a factor. I know that flies in
the better. The 6.5 PRC pushes the 143
the face of campfire lore but it’s the science.
grain ELD-X at about 3000 feet per second,
Wind speed is easy on a full value constant
developing 26-foot pounds of free recoil
perpendicular to the bullet path. Wind is
with a 6-pound all in rifle set up. The 6.5 CM
never constant and often changes direction in
with same bullet and gun weight at 2750 fps
very short distances. Time of flight is easy to
hits 19.24 ft/lb recoil. A 6-pound 300 Win
understand, the longer the bullet is in the wind
Mag shooting a 200 grain (same BC as the
the more effect there is. BC is the difference
6.5 143 grain) at 2900 fps develops a retina
between the paperclip and the paper. Both may
detaching 45.72 ft/lb of recoil! Even the
weigh the same, but the shape of the paper
much beloved 7 RM shooting a comparable
makes it easier for the wind to blow around.
BC bullet, the 162 grain is kicking out 36.5
High ballistic coefficient bullets pass through
ft/lb of boot on the shoulder.
the air with less drag, helping the bullet retain
The 6.5 PRC cartridge is very efficient
velocity and in doing so shorten the time
burning allowing for short barrels right down
of flight. Let’s compare wind effects on the
to 22” with very negligible loss in velocity.
25/06. A full value 10 mph wind will deflect
“The adjustable turrets on the Zeiss Light powder loads mean long barrel life.
the bullet 6.3” at 300 yards and 19.6” at 500.
Short action, short barrel and low recoil
V4 scope make hold over guessing
In contrast a 6.5 PRC bullet in a 10mph full
makes for a delightful lightweight rifle to
a thing of the past.”
value wind drifts 4.3″ at 300 yards and 13.2″
pack and shoot.
at 500 yards. A big difference, but the 6.5 Creedmoor shoots
Love them or hate them, the 6.5 calibre cartridges are here to
the identical bullet to the 6.5 PRC. It drifts on average 5.5″
stay and when one checks all the boxes like the 6.5 PRC, it is
at 300 yards, and 16.1″ at 500 yards. Why? BC changes with
hard to argue that it may just be the ultimate sheep cartridge.
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If you would like to be featured here in our “Brag Board” photo gallery, please send photos to
Rich Mellon at rich@wsfab.org. Please also include the names of the people in the photos.

Sam and Rosie with a
booner porcupine.

Kerwin M.
Reynolds Outfitting
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Nathan S.
Dickson Outfitters

Brenton Scott, WSFAB
Life Member - 10 year old
Texas Desert Ram

Mark G.
2021 Dall Sheep

Mark G.
2021 Stone Sheep

Trevor Simmons,
Cadomin Alberta

Peter Koebish and
Bill Chernish

James and Dad Cam
and their first
bull elk together.
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Mark G.
2021 Bighorn Sheep
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Brandon Darling

Paul Chambers and
Tanner Dannish
Northern BC Caribou

Adam M.

Bobby Duma
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