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a message from

THE PRESIDENT

AS 2020 COMES TO AN END AND 2021
LIES AHEAD OF US IN WAIT, I HOPE THIS
LETTER FINDS EVERYONE WELL. WE HAVE
ALL FOUGHT OUR WAY THROUGH THE LAST
FEW MONTHS OF GOVERNMENT SHUT
DOWNS AND THE STRESS COVID-19 HAS
CREATED. I HOPE WE CAN LOOK BACK
IN A FEW YEARS AND CAN APPRECIATE
WHERE WE ALL STAND TODAY.

Although 2020 has been a tough
year, the directors at Wild Sheep
Alberta have been as busy as ever trying to take advantage of every given
opportunity. Sadly, before Christmas
with the rising COVID cases and increasing government restrictions the
board had to make the tough decision to cancel the March 2021 event.
We did this early to ensure we didn’t
incur any non-refundable hard costs
in deposits on event centers etc. Be
watching for updates as we have
switched gears and are working hard
planning an online live and silent auction. The event will be held late March
2021. With that, our Annual General
Meeting and elections are going to
look different this year as well. There
will be more announcements coming via social media and our Bighorn
Minutes. If you are interested in being
a part of this great group please email
info@wsfab.org a letter of intent. As
well our Hunt of a Lifetime tickets will
be on sale soon. We will have Dall
sheep hunt with North Curl Outfitters,
a custom knife from Don Stevenson,
and gear from KUIU up for grabs.

MATTHEW MELLON, WFSA PRESIDENT

Last fall, Wild Sheep Foundation
Alberta was able to go to the Alberta
legislature to have a sit down meeting with Minister Nixon and the chief
of staff for Minister Dreeshen. The
meeting was very productive. Sheep
regulations, habitat and depredation were discussed. Minister Nixon
touched briefly on grizzly bears. I
will wait for his office to release
details. Domestic sheep and wild
sheep disease prevention was the
most prominent topic discussed with
Agriculture and Forestry. While on the
topic, if anyone gets the chance look
up the film production made by Wild
Sheep Foundation called “Wild and
Wool”, it is a great short film of the
dangers of domestic sheep interacting with our wild sheep populations.
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta
has spent the summer talking with
Alberta Environment and Parks and
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry
regarding better ways to be involved
with prescribed burns as well as the
best ways to make these vegetation management plans the most

successful. There is overwhelming
science that supports these burns as
a great way to increase bighorn sheep
habitat. Food quality is increased and
predation decreases as sheep are able
to avoid ambush from predators such
as cougars. Watch for some updates
coming involving Ribbon Creek, within
the Evan Thomas Vegetation Management Strategy.
With the increase in coal mining activity in the eastern slopes of Alberta
and government changes regarding
the 1976 coal policy, Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta has formed a committee to ensure bighorn sheep populations and habitat are at the forefront
of these government discussions.
I hope 2021 keeps every one
healthy and happy.

Yours in Conservation,
Matthew Mellon
President
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta
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meet the director:

DERRICK WESTLUND
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“BEING A MEMBER AND A DIRECTOR
FOR THE WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
OF ALBERTA IS AN HONOR AND
PRIVILEGE. TO VOLUNTEER FOR
AN ORGANIZATION WHERE YOU
CAN FOCUS YOUR ATTENTION AND
EFFORT ON MAKING AN IMPACT TO
WILDLIFE OR ENVIRONMENT, IS A
DISTINCTION THAT ANYONE SHOULD
BE PROUD OF.”

Some of the first memories of
hunting and conservation include
tagging along in waste deep snow,
imagining an opportunity to harvest
anything; whether that be a chicken,
beautiful full curl ram, “royal” bull
elk or a non-typical whitetail giant.
Growing up in Drayton Valley, I
have had ample opportunities to
harvest game from grouse to bull
moose. Having the privilege to work
in oil and gas while growing up
supported my hockey and school endeavors. Working on the service and
drilling rigs in the summer, attend-

ing high school and playing hockey
throughout BC and Alberta led me to
attending post-secondary at SAIT, not
only allowing me to obtain a diploma, but to also complete my hockey
career, playing my final year in the
ACAC collegiate system.
Now living and working in the
concrete jungle called Calgary with
my wife Tiffany and two children
(Mila 6 and Bodie 4) has resulted
in opportunities to take part in an
array of conservation opportunities, such as Ducks Unlimited galas,
SCI conventions, and of course Wild
Sheep functions to name a few. My
family are what keeps me inspired
to help foundations such as WSFAB,
not only for us to enjoy seeing rams,
ewes and lambs; but also for their
kids and future generations to do
the same. Protecting and maintaining
habitat, populations and heritage will
allow enjoyment for years to come.
I have been fortunate enough to
chase bighorns in Wilmore, fill draws

for bull moose near Drayton Valley,
as well as get to know some new
hunting areas in southern Alberta.
Sporting clays has pretty much
replaced golf during the offseason
and summers are spent at Koocanusa, where my family and I lease a
campsite and spend time becoming
a self-proclaimed “pro” surfer.
This is my first year on the WSFAB
board. Although a challenging year
due to obstacles such as COVID,
a wealth of knowledge has been
passed onto us rookies from previous and existing board members.
My ambitions to help this board
and foundation include increased
networking to resources within the
oil and gas industry, support within
committees such as Disease, Corporate Sponsorships and Projects
as well as bringing a unique skillset
relating to my past experiences. Being obsessed with a cause induces a
sense of devotion which is what ended up leading me to the Wild Sheep
Foundation Alberta.
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south interior land trust (SILT)

PROJECT UPDATE

We are very pleased and proud to
be a part of the purchase of Lot A DL
493 at Grand Forks, showing Southern Interior Land Trust as the owner.
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta Members raised a whopping $57,250 to go
towards the purchase of this valuable
sheep conservation property.

Acquiring this valuable habitat
would not have been possible without the enthusiasm and the support
of Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta’s
members.
In the coming months SILT will be
working on an initial management

plan for the combined lots DL 492
and Lot A DL 493. SILT will be sure to
keep us informed and involved as the
processes unfold.
Below is a draft of the proposed
info sign for Lot A DL 493

Grand Forks
Grassland (Lot A)

Learn more about our work and how you can help at:
www.siltrust.ca

This PRIVATE PROPERTY is owned by the Southern Interior Land Trust, a non- profit society dedicated to conserving land for all
living things. Lot A - DL 493 was purchased to protect habitat for bighorn sheep, deer, and several species at risk.
MOTORIZED VEHICLES ARE STRICTLY PROHIBITED including all motor-bikes and ATVs. Please respect and enjoy walking the land
at your own risk. No dogs allowed.
Substantial funding provided by the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation; BC Conservation Foundation; the Foss Foundation;
the Wild Sheep Society of BC, Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta; Environment and Climate Change Canada; and other donors.

ADVERTISE WITH US!
WSFA newsletter ad rates (full colour):
			 1x RATES		
2x - 3x RATES		
4x RATES
BACK COVER		$475			$450			$400
FULL PAGE		$350			$325			$300
1/2 PAGE		$250			$225			$200
1/4 PAGE		$150			$125			$100
PLEASE SUBMIT ADVERTISING INQUIRIES TO INFO@WSFAB.ORG
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2020 WSFA

YOUTH DAY

BY PAUL CHAMBERS

On August 8, 2020, Wild Sheep
Foundation Alberta hosted a youth
day at the Hinton Fish and Game Gun
Range. COVID 19 made an event of
this sort more difficult than previous years. With outdoor gatherings
at the time having a 200 person limit
we felt there was still something we
could do within those parameters.
We had a 60 person limit for participants and ended up having 56 youth

show up for the day.
With the help of our sponsors and
the funding from the MSL special
license grant we were able to put
together a one-day event which held
various stations surrounding hunting,
the outdoors, and conservation. Our
goal was to have a fun, safe, and interactive environment in which kids
can learn some skills, try something

new, and gain an appreciation for
conservation and our outdoors. Each
youth was given a great swag bag
which included all the safety gear
and a few other goodies, sponsored
by KUIU Canada, Berta Bucks, Wild
Sheep Foundation Alberta, and Helmig fire and safety.
The day started off with a fantastic sheep presentation from Chris
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youth day (continued)

Watson of Hinton Fish and Game. It taught
the youth how to identify sheep, age them,
talked about where they live, what they
eat, the threats they face and how we can
do our part in conservation.
There was a packhorse demonstration
held by Monty Groat, president of the
Hinton Trappers Association, skeet shooting
ran by the Hinton Gun Club, Kevin Wilson
of Wild Encounters came out and gave the
kids an amazing demonstration on bear
awareness and how to use bear spray.
There were some adults learning a thing or
two in that event as well.
There was a 3D archery shoot run by the
Yellowhead Arrow Launchers with guest
instructor Steve Ecklund! Huge thank you
to Steve for coming out and working with
the kids. Also, there was a long gun program ran by Rick Abbot, Head of the Tactical
Division for the Edmonton Police Service.
Rick came in his full tactical gear and as a
rangemaster taught the kids all about firearms and firearm safety.
Lunch was provided for this full day
event and it ended with a bunch of great
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giveaways! It was a fantastic day that
went nearly flawless thanks to our wives
and all the amazing volunteers that took
time out of their weekend to help.
We would like to say thank you to all
our sponsors and volunteers that help
make this day possible. Dallas Cota of
KUIU Canada, Berta Bucks, Sitka, Wolverine
Guns and Tackle, Kevin Wilson of Wild Encounters, Steve Ecklund Next Level Hunter,
Hinton Trappers Association, High Caliber
Sports Hinton, Hinton Fish and Game Association, Rick Abbot of The Edmonton Police
Service, Helmig Fire and Safety Hinton,
Outdoor Outfitters Hinton, the Yellowhead
Arrow Launchers, Steve and Theresa Reminsky, and the dozens of volunteers.
In 2021, we hope to open the event up
to more youth and continue to grow and
expand it. Our mission is to teach the next
generation about conservation, protecting
our resources, how to enjoy the outdoors
in a safe and respectful manner. They are
the future and it is up to us to give them
the tools they need to succeed.
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memories made

IN THE MACKENZIES

BY SCOTT WIDDIFIELD

Hunting Dall sheep has been a
dream of mine long before I even
started chasing bighorns in my home
province of Alberta. That dream
became more of a reality when attending the 2017 Wild Sheep Foundations convention in Reno. I was lucky
enough to win the $2,500 floor credit
which soon became my deposit to
go chase Dall Sheep with Gana River
outfitters in 2019.
924 days later I was driving north
to Edmonton with my father Dave
tagging along to spend time in camp
with a caribou tag in his pocket.
After a long day of flying we arrived
in Norman Wells where we met three
other hunters en route to Gana. With
a short float plane ride we arrived at
Palmer Lake where Harold and the
rest of Gana River staff greeted us
and unloaded our things.
At first I was unsure if I wanted
to fill my caribou tag, however after
talking to and seeing the previous
hunters’ trophies I was hoping to
get a chance at one. With a quick
once over of the gear and food we
planned to take for our ten day venture and double checking the rifle I
was loaded into a super cub where I
would meet up with my guide along
the Gana River.

If you have never ridden in a
super cub or a float plane, it’s an
adventure in itself. The tight space
and bumpy ride is not for everyone
but it’s amazing how tight they fly to
the mountain tops and all the game
you can see from the air.
It was about 9:30 p.m. when I met
my guide Brant on the gravel bar.
Full of excitement we decided to
burn up a few of the miles that night
and get going up river. We weren’t
hiking for 30 minutes when we
started to spot caribou working their
way to the river. One was a great bull
that would have scored well into the
400’s.
There isn’t much darkness at that
time of the year, which made for a
restless sleep and an early morning.
The plan was to work our way up a
drainage that was 6 miles up-river
from the airstrip and check out some
promising sheep that Brant spotted while flying over. The skies were
clear as we started our day, however
by the time we got to where we
wanted to drop camp the weather
started to move in and we were
getting rain showers. With still lots
of time left in the day we decided
to climb up the mountain and see if
we couldn’t get eyes on this band of
rams.
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It was a long steep climb through
brush and boulders to get to the
elevation we wanted. As we started
to sidehill around the mountain the
rain set in again. During a break
in the weather I glassed up seven
rams across the valley in another
drainage. There looked to be one
older ram in the bunch; he was tight
curled but twisted over the nose on
one side. The other side was broken
off at three quarter curl. That was my
first time laying eyes and beautiful
white sheep.
As we worked our way further
around the mountain side you could
see more of the back basin. It wasn’t
long before Brant spotted another
ram feeding high on a grassy bench.
With the ram being young and preoccupied with filling up on lush grass
we carefully snuck around looking
for the rest of the band. Just as we
spotted another bedded ram the fog
started to rise up from the river valley swallowing the basin of which we
were trying to get a better view.
We sat there debating what our
next move would be. The fog seemed
to tease us, drifting out just to get
a glimpse only to fill back in. We
decided to use the fog as cover and
make up some ground with hopes
that if it finally did clear the sheep

would be in full view. After what
seemed like hours, but was likely
twenty minutes, the fog cleared,
revealing four white sheep bedded
straight across from us.
At first glance through the spotting
scope I thought this was it, I found
my ram. However being six hundred
yards away we had plenty of time to
evaluate him in more detail. Brant
said he could only get eight rings out
of him and figured him to be thirty
six inches long. A great ram but not
the age I was looking for. With still
lots of time in my hunt we left that
ram on the mountain hoping that
one day a hunter could harvest him
when he reached his full potential.
The next day we loaded up camp
and started our journey to the end
of the drainage with a plan to hunt
our way back, climb over a high
mountain pass and tip over into a
place called Falls Creek. The weather
started out fine with some overcast
but again by noon began to rain
from time to time. We spotted a
group of ewes and lambs and a few
young rams at the back but nothing
to stop us from venturing further. As
we crested over the pass we looked
down into more beautiful sheep
country. We traversed across the
black shale just above some pinnacles and landed on a high saddle. At
this point the weather really moved
in and it was blowing snow with
no visibility. We sat on the saddle
sipping on whiskey hoping for it to
pass. After giving up on the weather
we decided to work our way down to
where we could pitch camp for the
night.
As we worked our way through
the fog, I had just finished crawling
through a slick boulder field when

Brant told me to get my rifle out,
signaling he sees rams. However the
rams had winded us and climbed
high above us in the fog. Although
we could hear rocks falling above
us we didn’t see them until the fog
cleared for a short time. We spotted
them at 400 yards and nothing of
the caliber we were after. With a long
day behind us we slipped down the
mountain and made camp for the
night.
The next morning we were greeted
with clear skies. We took the opportunity to dry out our gear before
loading up camp and moving further.
The plan for the day was to cover
some more great sheep country
and head over two more passes.
Only turning up two young sheep
we headed over the last pass later
that afternoon. We were greeted by

some ewes and lambs on the other
side. As we ventured further, we saw
some caribou down the valley but
still miles from the airstrip.
We decided it was time to pitch
camp. Just as I was blowing up my
air mattress Brant pulled out his
spotter to get a better look at the
caribou feeding a mile and a half below us. Right after he finished telling
me a story of another guide warning
him to never make the same mistake as he did and shoot a caribou
this far up the valley, Brant says to
me “we need to shoot that thing”.
Quickly I pulled out my spotter
and instantly agreed. Not thinking I
would ever shoot my caribou before I
filled the sheep tag, we planned out
the logistics and decided to pack up
camp, run down and make a stalk.
Forty five minutes later with camp
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After knowing the days Brant
and I just pulled on our last trip,
the pilot informed me that I would
be regrouping with Brant on a high
strip. Sounded good to me. Just as
we turned down the valley and approached our landing he pointed out
a band of four rams skylined high
on a ridge top. We did a second pass
to get a better look, revealing a nice
twisted-out lamb-tipped ram. The
plane touched down high above tree
line and I was greeted by Brant, who
had his tent already pitched only a
hundred yards away from the strip.

on our backs we found ourselves
creeping over a ridge in the valley
bottom. Peaking our head over, only
200 yards away I laid down and let
the 7mm Gunwerks do the rest. With
two in the boiler room we had a
tremendous mountain caribou down.
Hiking over to where we would pitch
camp, 400 yards down from the caribou, we passed lots of fresh grizzly
sign. As we approached the massive
caribou the sun was beginning to
set over the mountains making for a
spectacular setting for photos.
Having crawled into our tents at
2 a.m. the night before, we slept in
a little. At that time we figured we
already covered over 20 miles and
had to pack caribou and camp down
to the airstrip six miles down the

valley towards the ram river. After
caping and deboning we started our
journey. There’s no easy way to pack
140+ lbs on your back, it just has to
get done. Three and a half hours later we found ourselves calling for air
support from the strip. While waiting
we started a fire and enjoyed fresh
tenderloins over the open flame.
After a day like that it was nice
to be back in camp. However, after
a shower, good meal and reorganizing the pack I was very excited to
get out in search of a sheep. The
weather had us held up in camp for
the better part of that day. Just as I
figured I’d lay down for a nap I saw
Brant rush out of his cabin with his
pack on. The weather cleared just
enough and we were off again.
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The morning of day six, we found
ourselves waking up to more bad
weather. It was snowing and starting to stick, the fog had us held up
in our tents. Brant used his Inreach
to check the long range forecast. It
wasn’t looking good. Doubt started
to set in on all the decisions I made
to that point. Should I have shot that
ram on the first day? Should I have
passed on that caribou and not lost
half a day? In the end we were in the
situation we were and I was happy I
didn’t take the easy way shooting a
young legal ram and for harvesting
an amazing caribou. We were just going to have to take every chance the
weather gave us and hunt hard the
rest of the trip.
At 4 p.m. that afternoon the fog
started to move, allowing us to
check out the mountain top we were
camped on. Brant had good luck
here before and was confident we
would turn something up. Siding hilling nice black shale soon turned into
crawling through slippery boulders
that would move under your feet.
There were grassy spines that would
branch off of the mountain top, a
perfect place to find a band of rams
sunning themselves after a miserable

day. Just as we got clear across the
mountain top from camp we landed
on one of these grassy spines. We
worked our way down making sure
we checked out everyplace a ram
could hide.
Once again, as we crested over a
rise we saw four rams bedded 250
yards below us across a small boulder field. As I got my gun and shooting gear ready Brant started judging
them through the spotting scope.
Three looked to be good rams; the
two that were facing us looked to
be 8 and 9 year old full curl rams
and the one facing away seemed
to have a few more age rings. He

turned his head for a moment as I
had my binoculars; I could tell he
was broomed but still tipped up over
his nose. Brant had him pegged for
10 or 11 years old. I decided to get
ready for a shot. I slipped down past
Brant and laid the rifle over some
rocks. Feeling comfortable I decided
to shoot him in his bed quartering away. Two shots later the ram
started tumbling down the steep
mountain side thankfully coming to a
stop. I couldn’t believe so much hard
work and sacrifice, my 11 year dream
had come true. Thoughts of the support from my wife and kids came to
my mind; wishing my sheep hunting
partner Dominic was there to share

in the success.
Brant and I celebrated and began
our way down to the ram. Thankfully the ram had stopped just above
a cliff’s edge which made for some
beautiful photo angles with the
Mackenzie Mountains in the background. It was another late night
with heavy packs as we approached
our tents at 1 a.m. But there’s nothing like getting back to camp with a
sheep on your back knowing all that
hard work, sacrifice and effort was
worth it. The memories that were
made in the Mackenzie Mountains
are ones that will stay with me for a
lifetime.
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wild sheep foundatio n alberta

LIFETIME MEMBERS

JAN AARSEN
RICHARD AARSEN
RANDY ABBOTT
JOSH ALLEN
DARCY ALM
DAVID ANDERSON
ERIC ANDERSON
GERALD ANDERSON
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JESSE BLACK
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THOMAS BODEWITZ
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WAYNE BOWD
BOB BOWLEN
MARK BOYCE
SPENCER BRAMALL
RICHARD BRATRUD
ROGER BRATRUD
DEAN BRAUER
MIKE BRAY
FRED BREEZE
STEVE BROADHEAD

GEOFF BROTHERTON
GLENN BROWN
PETER BROWN
JOEY BUSETTO
MIKE BYATT
GREG CADRAIN
CHRIS CAMERON
RONALD CAREY
CODY CASSIDY
DAN CHABAY
PAUL CHAMBERS
LUKE CHERNISH
MATHEW CHRISTIE
JARED CLARK
JASON CLEMETT
DARCY COLEMAN
ALLAN COLLINS
COLE COLOSIMO
BARB COONEY
DARREN COONEY
CRAIG COPELAND
DALLAS COTA
DAVE CRAIG
MALCOLM CROSS
SHANE CROUCH
TATE CROUCH
GUINN CROUSEN
SHAYNE CUSACK
KEVIN DAASE
BRADLEY DALE
DENIS DALE
PATON DALE
BRANDON DARLING
KIM DARVILL
MANDY DAVEY
PETE DAVEY
STEVE DAVIE
JEFF DEJAX
MARK DEMCHUK
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ROB DENIS
CHARLES DESMEULES
LUCAS DESPINS
FRANS DIEPSTRATEN
BRIAN DOBSON
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GARRY DOERING
BRAD DONKIN
MIKE DRURY
BOBBY DUMA
BILL DUNN
STEVE DYKE
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MATTHEW ELINES
ALEX ELLIOTT
JAMES ELLIOTT
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ELDON ENGEL
ROB ENGLOT
TERRY ENGSTROM
DARRYN EPP
ROBERT ERICKSON
DEVIN FISHER
MARLIN FISHER
DAVID FORREST
ADAM FOSS
CAMERON FOSS
TOM FOSS
ROB GALLEN
CHRIS GENERT
QUINN GENERT
ROY GETSON
TYREL GILBERT
GORD GORZITZA
TRAVIS GRANT
HAROLD GRINDE
LEON GROVES
LEVY GROVES

RILEY GROVES
MARK GUSHATTEY
BRIAN HALINA
TODD HALINA
LAUREEN HALL
ROD HALL
BRIAN, CHRISTY &
DAWSON HALLOCK
CRAIG HALUN
VANESSA HARROP
MIKE HARVEY
ADAM HAWTHORNE
GILLAN HAYNE
JOE HEBERT
MICHAEL HEFFEL
DAVID HENRY
KELLY HEWSON
KRIS HIGGINS
WILL HINCHEY
JEFF HINDBO
LORNE HINDBO
SHARMANE HINDBO
DALE HISLOP
BRIAN HOPE
DARYLL HOSKER
KEN HOULE
SHAD HULSE
DARRELL HUNTER
DALLAS HUPP
KEVIN HURLEY
DAN INDENBOSCH
IVAN INDENBOSCH
SCOTT ISBISTER
JEREMY JABLONSKI
BRADLEY JACOBSEN
GARY JACOBSEN
ALFRED JENKINS
SHANE JENSEN
ARNE JOHANSSON

MICHAEL JOHNSON
CRAIG JONES
KEN KADUTSKI
DALLAS KAISER
DALE KASTELEN
LYNN KELLY
DALLAS KING
ROBERT KINNIBURGH
GORD KITCHEN
BRANDON KOEBEL
ROB KOPECKY
TERRY KOSKI
DUANE KUBINCHAK
DERYK KUNY
EMIL KURE
SHANNON LANCASTER
THOMAS LANDRY
NATHAN LARSON
CHRIS LEMAIRE
DARRELL LENDRUM
JEREMY LIESEMER
VINCENT LOHMAN
PAT LONG
BRADY LOUGH
ADAM LUKA
ANDREW LUNT
DARIN MACDONALD
JAMES MACEACHERN
JUSTINE MACFADYEN
CHRIS MACHAN
DAYNE MAJEAU
KERWIN MANDRUSIAK
JAY MANNING
ZDENEK MARES
LEE MARTINEAU
JASON MARTYN
JIM MATHESON
CHRIS MAXWELL
DANIEL MCARTHUR
BILL MCCLELLAND
CAM MCCULLOCH
NATHAN MCELROY
DAVE MCGUIRE
CALVIN MCLAREN
LINDSAY MCQUAID
MATTHEW MELLON
RICHARD MELLON
HERB MEYR

DOUG MILLS
CHESTER MJOLSNESS
MARTHA MJOLSNESS
MICHAEL MOES
ERIC MOLAND
MARK MORRISH
MARK MOUNTAIN
PETE MOUNTAIN
WAYNE MOUNTAIN
POVL MUNKSGAARD
CRAIG NAKAMOTO
THANOS NATRAS
CARSON NUTTING
JESSE NUTTING
GARY NYBERG
SCOTT ODGERS
DEREK OLSON
PAT O’NEILL
SEAN O’NEILL
CHASE OSWALD
RYAN PALK
KELLY PAPE
MICHAEL PAPE
SHANE PAPE
VERNE PASCOE
LLOYD PERSSON
PAUL PIERUNECK
DALE PINNELL
STUART POLE
COREY POPICK
RYAN POWELL
REG PROSTEBBY
DYLAN PUTZENBERGER
GRANT RACH
CRAIG RATH
CHAD RATTENBURY
ERIC RAUHANEN
AMIE REDLICK
EMERSON REDLICK
REGAN REDLICK
COLIN W. REICHLE
MITCHELL RINDAL
KELLY ROBERTSON
CHARLIE ROGERS
RANDY ROMBS
ROBIN ROUTLEDGE
ALAN ROWLEY
CHESTER RUDOLF

ORRY RUMBALL
NATHAN SAAR
CONRAD SAKOFSKY
GORDON SALOMONS
GORDON & MICHELLE
SANDERS
TIM SANDERS
CHESTER SANDS
JOHN SCHAPANSKY
COLE SCHNEIDER
LANCE SCHNEIDER
BRIAN SCHULTZ
NATHAN SCHULTZ
SIMONE SCHULTZ
BRIAN SCOTT
SKIP SELK
ALEXANDER SHARIF
ROCKY SHARMAN
CHRIS SHEWCHUK
STEPH SHIPPY
KYLE SHYBACK
COR SIEMENS
R. BRENT SINCLAIR
KYLE SINCLAIR-SMITH
DARREL SKINNER
THOMAS SMITH
TATE SNODGRASS
ELIJAH SOLLID
MIKE SOLLID
GREG SPEITELSBACH
SANDI STANLEY
KYLE STEED
MICHAEL STEER
KYLE STEGMAIER
KYLE J STELTER
MEL STIEBEN
JAKOB STRASSER
IAN STUART
MILO SWANSON
GLEN SZONDI
WILLIAM TAILBY
JOHN TANGHE
CARL TATARIN
KELVIN TATARYN
ROB TAYLOR
STEVEN TAYLOR
PIERRE TESSIER
JOANNE THOMAS

WAYNE THOMPSON
DARREN THOMSON
GRAY THORNTON
RENÉE THORNTON
COLIN TRUMAN
W. FRANK TURNER
JAX TYLER
LUKE TYLER
GREGG ULVELAND
DAVE VAN BELLEGHEM
JILL VANDERGUST
LUKE VANDERGUST
RICK VANDERHEIDE
ANDRE VANHILTEN
JASON VOGHELL
TANNER WALGENBACH
TANNER WALGENBACH
MATTEW WALKER
STAN WALKER
JEFF WALL
LES WALL
STEPHANIE WALL
KYLE WATSON
TRAVIS WEBSTER
JASON WEINBERGER
DERRICK WESTLUND
DARREN R WHITEHEAD
DAVE WIDDIFIELD
DOMINIC WIDDIFIELD
SCOTT WIDDIFIELD
CODY WILLIAMS
DARRYL WILLIAMS
DILLON WILLIAMS
GLEN WILLSIE
BYRON WOLF
CODY WOLLEN
LYLE WOOD
DARREN YAKUBOWSKI
LARRY YARHAM
KIRBY YAROSH
KEITH YODER
WILL ZOBELL
BRANT ZURAWELL
WICKED RIVER
OUTFITTERS
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SPONSOR
APPRECIATION
ALTHOUGH WE WILL NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO COME TOGETHER FOR OUR ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF WILD SHEEP
AND WILD SHEEP CONSERVATION, WSFA WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR GRATITUDE TO THE BANQUET SPONSORS
WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US IN THE LAST TEN YEARS:

Platinum

Platinum
Wayne Bowd

Bronze
Bronze
Denis Dale
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Jason Weinberger

Bronze
Tom Foss

Bronze
Dallas King

Bronze

Bronze

Matt Mellon

Dallas Cota

S & S Directional Boring Ltd.

Bronze
Greg Stavropoulos

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SPONSORS OF OUR LIFE MEMBER BREAKFAST:
WAYNE BOWD
QUINTON THOMPSON ( GUNDAHOO RIVER OUTFITTERS )
LANDEN COLLINS ( LC OUTFITTING )
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pneumonia in bighorn sheep

RISKS & REMEDIES

BY ANNE HUBBS (SENIOR WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST, AEP)
AND THE WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA (WSFA)

BACKGROUND
The similarities between pneumonia in bighorn sheep and
Covid-19 are eerily striking. Both
diseases are highly contagious
with no known vaccines and capable of killing in large numbers.
Unlike Covid-19 however, pneumonia in Rocky Mountain bighorn
sheep in Alberta is not a recent
event – large die-offs occurred as
early as the 1930s and since then
more than 6500 sheep of all ages
have died (see Table 1). Population recovery may take 5-10 years
or more (if it occurs at all). The
Western Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies (WAWFA) considers pneumonia the single greatest threat to wild sheep in North
America.
Alberta’s bighorn sheep have
succumbed to major pneumonia die-offs in the past. The Wild
Sheep Foundation Alberta (WSFA)
and Alberta Environment and
Parks (AEP) are working collaboratively in a proactive approach to
address this issue and others.
WHAT CAUSES PNEUMONIA AND
HOW IS IT TRANSMITTED?

Bighorn sheep dead from pneumonia (BRETT WIEDMANN)

Many different types of bacteria can cause pneumonia in wild
sheep. Most of these bacteria
are relatively harmless. However,
in the presence of a bacterium
called Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (M. ovi) they can lead to
severe pneumonia and death. Early signs and symptoms of pneumonia include coughing, diarrhea
and weakness.
M. ovi is spread from animal-

18 | WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION ALBERTA

to-animal through direct contact
or airborne particles from as far
away as 20m (60 ft)! Bighorn
sheep that survive an initial
disease outbreak may continue
to infect others within the herd,
prolonging the outbreak.
Sinus tumors, which are a
thickening of the nasal cavity,
may increase the likelihood of
a pneumonia outbreak in wild
sheep.

LINKS TO DOMESTIC SHEEP AND
GOATS
Domestic sheep and goats can
carry M. ovi with little to no signs
of infection. There is an increased
risk of pneumonia in wild sheep
following contact with domestic
sheep or goats. Most, but not all,
pneumonia die-offs in wild sheep,
including those in Alberta, occurred after confirmed or probable contact with domestic sheep
or goats.
Several factors may influence
the severity of an outbreak in
bighorn sheep following contact.
These include environmental
stressors (e.g. extreme weather
events), past exposure by the
herd and the strain of M. ovi.
We do not know the percentage
of domestic sheep and goats in
Alberta that have M. ovi, as testing has been very limited.
HOW CAN WE REDUCE RISK OF
PNEUMONIA TO BIGHORN SHEEP?
Physical Separation
Maintaining physical separation between bighorn sheep and
domestic sheep and goats with

Sinus tumor (KAREN FOX)

DID YOU KNOW?
• M. OVI IS THE PRIMARY DISEASE AGENT CAUSING PNEUMONIA IN WILD
SHEEP
• DOMESTIC SHEEP AND GOATS CAN TRANSMIT M. OVI TO WILD SHEEP
HERDS
• EVEN A SINGLE SHORT ENCOUNTER WITH DOMESTIC SHEEP AND GOATS
MAY LEAD TO A PNEUMONIA DIE-OFF IN WILD SHEEP
• THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT OTHER LIVESTOCK TRANSMIT M. OVI TO
WILD SHEEP, OR VISE-VERSA (RESEARCH IS ONGOING WITH RESPECT TO
LLAMAS AND ALPACAS)
• INFECTED WILD SHEEP MAY TRANSFER THE DISEASE TO MOUNTAIN
GOATS AND POSSIBLY, CARIBOU
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RISKS & REMEDIES (continued)

Healthy bighorn sheep (DARRYN EPP)

M. ovi is key. Many jurisdictions
with wild sheep do not allow domestic sheep and goats on public
lands within 13.5 – 50 km or more
of wild sheep range. Some areas
also have additional zones where
these domestic species are only
allowed under special conditions
only (e.g. meet health standards).

The Alberta Government is
working with stakeholders to ensure effective separation between
bighorn sheep, and domestic
sheep and goats. These strategies
will help maintain healthy wild
and domestic herd, and sustain
an economically viable domestic
industry.

PREVENTION IS KEY
• THERE ARE NO VACCINES OR TREATMENTS FOR PNEUMONIA IN WILD
SHEEP
• THERE ARE AT LEAST 15 KNOWN STRAINS OF M. OVI IN WILD SHEEP,
MAKING FINDING A VACCINE VERY CHALLENGING
• ONCE INFECTED, THE ONLY OPTIONS TO REDUCE SPREAD IN WILD
SHEEP ARE TO CULL THE ENTIRE HERD OR SELECTIVELY CULL
INFECTED INDIVIDUALS (IF KNOWN)
PHYSICAL SEPARATION OF WILD SHEEP FROM DOMESTIC SHEEP AND
GOATS IS CRITICAL TO PREVENT DISEASE TRANSMISSION AND
CATASTROPHIC DIE-OFFS.
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Testing
Testing for M. ovi is important
for preventing disease transmission. Nasal swabbing is a simple
and effective way to test both bighorn sheep and domestics. Since
2017, the Wild Sheep Foundation
Alberta (WSFA), with the help of
Minister’s Special License funding
through Alberta Fish and Game,
has supported AEP with disease
testing on harvested rams and
live captures. All the 250 bighorn
sheep samples analyzed to date
have been negative for M. ovi.
This year we are encouraging
all hunters who have harvested
a Non-Trophy Sheep, to bring the
head into a Designated AEP office, where the local biologist can
conduct a nasal swab test. This
presents a great opportunity to
test a broader sample of sheep
throughout Alberta. Although

Collecting nasal samples to test for M. ovi in wild and domestic sheep (WSA, DARRYN EPP)

bringing your harvested ewe
into an office is not mandatory,
it will help biologists detect any
diseases and the presence of
disease-causing bacteria in our
sheep and it is one way hunters
can help fight the battle against
this deadly outcome.
Heads should be brought in
for testing as soon as possible.
Heads that are held for prolonged
periods not frozen run the risk of
being unusuable for testing.
It is our responsibility as hunters to spread awareness with
other hunters and ranchers in
our areas and encourage them to
research more about the co-existence of wild and domestic sheep
and goats, and to take proactive
measures to prevent the spread
of disease. Successful sheep management requires multiple stakeholders, engaging hunters and
the general public to keep healthy
sheep on the mountain.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
TROPHY AND NON-TROPHY SHEEP HUNTERS:
• BRING YOUR SHEEP FOR M.OVI TESTING AT A DESIGNATED FISH
AND WILDLIFE OFFICE
• ASK YOUR TAXIDERMIST TO LOOK FOR SINUS TUMORS. CONTACT
YOUR LOCAL AEP WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.
DOMESTIC SHEEP AND GOAT OWNERS/USERS:
• TEST FOR MYCOPLASMA OVIPNEUMONIAE (M.OVI)
• USE GOOD HUSBANDRY PRACTICES AND REGULARLY MONITOR
HERD HEALTH
• USE FENCING DESIGNS THAT PREVENT CONTACT WITH WILD SHEEP
• DO NOT USE DOMESTIC SHEEP AND GOATS ON PUBLIC LANDS
NEAR BIGHORN SHEEP RANGE, FOR ANY PURPOSE (EG. GRAZING,
WEED CONTROL, VEGETATION MANAGEMENT, PACKING)
EVERYONE:
• REPORT SIGHTINGS OF BIGHORN SHEEP NEAR DOMESTIC SHEEP
OR GOATS, AND ANY SICK OR DEAD BIGHORN SHEEP, TO THE
LOCAL AEP BIOLOGIST (310-000)
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
• CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AEP BIOLOGIST OR THE PROVINCIAL
DISEASE SPECIALIST (310-000)
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backgrounder:

COAL EXPLORATION

BY TATE SNODGRASS

IN 1976, A COAL POLICY WAS IMPLEMENTED ACROSS
ALBERTA TO PROTECT ECO-SENSITIVE ENVIRONMENTS FROM
COAL MINING. IT BROKE THE PROVINCE DOWN INTO FOUR
CATEGORIES OUTLINING WHICH AREAS WERE RESTRICTED
FROM MINE DEVELOPMENTS.

In June of 2020, this coal policy was lifted by the
Government of Alberta, without public consultation,
opening a vast region of Alberta’s eastern slopes to coal
exploration and coal mine development. The belief was
that the coal policy was outdated and supporting regulatory infrastructure was lacking within the province.
The lifting of the coal policy has attracted foreign
investment and has allowed five proposed projects in
southern western AB gain traction.

* FIGURE 1 - COAL POLICY MAP, IMAGE CREDIT: CBC NEWS
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• Grassy Mountain Coal Project:
- Australian Owned Company: Benga Mining
(wholly owned subsidiary of Riversdale
Resources)
- Proposed 25 year mine life
- 3,700 acre mine footprint
- Located north of Blairmore
- Currently under Joint Panel review
• Elan South & Isolation South (Elan Exploration)
- Australian Owned Company: Atrum Coal
- Exploring 230 square kilometers
- Located north of the Grassy Mountain Project
(north of Blairmore) and extending up into the
headwaters of the Oldman River
- Project in permitting phase
• Tent Mountain
- Australian Owned Company: Montem Resources
- Opening up previously closed mine

- Located south west of Coleman
- Mine project accounts for 4,800 acres of Crown
coal leases
- Mine permit has been secured
• The Chinook Project (Chinook South & Chinook
Vicary)
- Australian Owned Company: Montem Resources
- Mine project expands 40km long
- Undergoing extensive exploration
• Cabin Ridge Project
- Affiliated with Australian Investment Group
- Project expands 190 square kilometer range
- Undergoing exploration
WSFA has established a committee which will be engaging stakeholders and monitoring the five proposed projects in southwestern Alberta. Committed to maintaining
and enhancing populations of indigenous wild sheep in
these regions, WSFA is closely following as each project
progresses.
References
• Riversdale Resources website
http://www.rivresources.com/site/Projects/grassymountain-project2/overview3
• Google Maps
https://www.google.com/maps/search/grassy+mount
ain+alberta/@49.6511327,-114.463256,8888m/
data=!3m1!1e3

* FIGURE 2 - PROPOSED MINE LOCATIONS IN
SOUTHERN AB, IMAGE CREDIT: CTV NEWS
• Link to hearing notes
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80101
• Link to wildlife habitat study
https://aeic-iaac.gc.ca/050/documents/
p80101/130859E.pdf
• Atrum Website:
https://www.atrumcoal.com/projects/elan-project/
• Montem Website:
http://montem-resources.com/projects/tent-moun
tain/
• Cabin Ridge Website:
https://cabinridgecoal.com/
Additional Links
• https://www.shootinthebreeze.ca/index.php/item/
crowsnest-conservation-society-providesintroduction-to-coal-projects-in-pass
• https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/10/09/AustralianInvasion-Big-Coal-Plans-Alberta/
• https://smallcaps.com.au/montem-resources-startsdrilling-chinook-coal-project/
• https://cpaws-southernalberta.org/coal-campaign/
• http://passherald.ca/archives/200715/index1.htm
• https://smallcaps.com.au/montem-resources-startsdrilling-chinook-coal-project/
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PHOTO CREDIT: CBC NEWS

wsfa position on the

COAL
POLICY

Committed to protecting and enhancing native
habitat for wild sheep across Alberta, Wild Sheep
Foundation Alberta is against the recent decision
made by the Alberta government to rescind the
1976 coal policy without public consultation.
This policy broke the province down into 4 categories. Category 1 and 2 lands were previously
protected from open pit mine development and allowed for limited exploration activities. These lands
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are ecologically sensitive areas key to the success
of indigenous sheep populations.
The removal of this legislation puts these sensitive areas at risk to open pit extraction methods.
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta has voiced concerns
to the Minister of Environment and Parks, Honourable Jason Nixon along with the Minister of Energy,
Sonya Savage. See the letter below addressed to Mr.
Nixon highlighting the foundations concerns.
On February 8, Minister Savage announced that
the 1976 Coal Policy will be reinstated, and that two
directives have been issued to disallow open pit
mining in certain areas. No further details were released at the time of this issue going to print. WSFA
will continue to monitor the developments, and will
continue to engage with government, stakeholders
and membership on this issue, and the upcoming
consultation regarding the modernization of the
policy.

LETTER TO HONOURABLE JASON NIXON
MINISTER OF ALBERTA ENVIRONMENT AND PARKS
SENT FEBRUARY 1, 2021
RE: RESCINDING OF THE 1976 COAL POLICY
Dear Mr. Nixon,
On behalf of the Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta (WSFA), I am writing you to voice our concerns with the
government’s decision to rescind the 1976 Coal Policy. WSFA understands the need to re-visit old policies and
ensure we are following the most contemporary environmental and regulatory review processes; however,
we are disappointed with the absence of consultation with key stakeholder groups. The Coal Policy was put
into place by government after years of public consultation with landowners, First Nations and conservation
groups.
WSFA does not discredit the robust regulatory and environmental review processes the province has in place;
however, there is no guarantee these regulations are sufficient until the damages are irreversible. WSFA
believes the Coal Policy had benefits in protecting certain areas sensitive to ungulate populations such as
wild sheep. It in our understanding the rescinding of the 1976 Coal Policy opened a large land mass to open
pit mining opportunities which were previously restricted to underground mining development only. The
majority of this land base falls within wild sheep habitat. The impacts of open pit coal mining in wild sheep
habitat puts values as a foundation at risk, for this reason WSFA opposes the rescinding of the 1976 Coal
Policy. Our key concerns are:
• Environmental guidelines that will not enforce strict enough regulation to protect wild sheep populations
• Loss of recreational access to areas previously used for hunting opportunities and the pursuit of wild
sheep
• Lack of reclamation planning and execution resulting in the permanent loss of native sheep habitat
• Contaminated waterways and/or loss of natural water sources that would negatively affect wild sheep
and other wildlife
The impacts of open pit mining are extreme. WSFA feels that without proper stakeholder engagement this
will lead to irreversible affects to ecologically sensitive areas and have devastating affects to wildlife and
indigenous wild sheep populations. WSFA understands that rescinding the Coal Policy does not alleviate the
strict regulatory process a project has to go through to progress development, however, it does open areas to
open pit coal mine development that were previously protected from this type of mining. Given our concerns
above, we believe the 1976 Coal Policy should be reinstated.
As you are aware Mr. Nixon, WSFA works closely with Alberta Environment and Parks to enhance populations
of indigenous wild sheep across the province of Alberta. It is our mission as a foundation to ensure the
responsible management of wild sheep in adhered to and that we preserve our hunting heritage in sheep
country. We would like to work with your group to address our concerns with the removal of the 1976 Coal
Policy and the impact of open pit coal mining in Southwestern Alberta.
We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
Matthew Mellon
cc: Honourable Sonya Savage, Minister of Energy

SPRING ISSUE - 2021 | 25

CRAIG RATH,
Northcurl Outfitters

wild sheep foundation alberta

BRAG BOARD

ADAM HAWTHORNE
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SCOTT WIDDIFIELD

BROOKLYN WIDDIFIELD
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BRAG BOARD (CONTINUED)

JAYSON NESS
KERWIN MANDRUSIAK

QUINN GENERT
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JESSE BLACK and
DARREN COTTINGHAM

TOM BODEWITZ
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BRAG BOARD (CONTINUED)

WADE FIDDLER

KRIS RAUCH
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BRANDON DARLING

BARBARA COONEY
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RETURN TO:
Wild Sheep Foundation of Alberta
P.O. Box 2639
Rocky Mountain House, AB
T4T 1L6

MAIL TO:

Valo

Introducing

Camouflage
Valo Is Versatile. Composed

of complex colors that take on the
appearance of their surroundings.

Valo Is Subtle. A low-contrast

pattern designed with lighter earth
tones that help you go unnoticed.

CLOSE RANGE BREAK UP
Valo’s micro-details disrupt
the human outline at close
range so you blend into
your surroundings and go
undetected by game.

It’s KUIU. Micro details inside

a larger macro pattern for concealment
at close and long-range distances.

LONG RANGE BREAK UP

COLOR SET Desert tan,

prairie-grass yellow, stone
grey, coyote brown, olive
drab, and black.

Valo’s large macro pattern
remains effective at breaking
up the human outline at long
range, unlike most camo
patterns that appear as one
color at extended distance.

Only At KUIU.COM
Now hunters are completely covered for every environment with the three
most effective camo patterns in the industry, available in our premier
skin-to-shell layering system. Optimized for any distance, environment or
season, our camo philosophy is to break up your outline, so you blend into
your surroundings and go undetected by game. KUIU’s camo patterns offer the
optimal mix of blending, concealment and break up for anywhere you hunt.
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