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History Highlights of Cardinal River mine

1969 – Coal Production begins at Luscar

1996 – Cheviot Mine EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) and Permit 

Application to Joint Panel

2001 – Joint Panel final approval of Cheviot Mine

2004 – Haul road construction and first mining at Cheviot

2007-2019 – applications and approvals for Prospect, McLeod, Harris, MacKenzie

and Redcap mining areas

May 2019 – Cardinal River announces it will not proceed with the MacKenzie

Redcap extension, and will move into closure 

June 2020 – last coal mined
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Milestones–Closure Work
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Final Landform & 
Integrated Water 
Management 
Plan–Current 
Conditions 

Consultation & Engagement

Draft Mine 
Closure Plan 

Integrated 
Water 
Management 
Plan & Water 
Modelling 

Environmental 
Effects 
Assessment 

Regulatory 
Submissions

Final Closure 
Plan and
Environmental 
Plans



Approach to Mine Closure
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Considers employees, First 

Nations and communities 

of interest use of land.

Healthy environment: 

functioning terrestrial 

and aquatic ecosystems



What are we striving for?

Closure Goal: establish self-sustaining landscapes and ecosystems that support 

diverse land use objectives and conditions of equivalent capability to pre-

development conditions

• This involves consideration of

• Safety

• Wildlife Habitat

• Access
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Draft Mine Closure Plan 
Proposed reclamation sequence–Cheviot
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2021 MKRC

2022 Harris End Pit Lake

2023 Cheviot Creek Pit Infrastructure

2023 Cheviot Pit

2024 Prospect Pit

2025 Harris Pit

2026 McLeod Pit

2026 Cheviot Access Road



Draft Mine Closure Plan 
Proposed reclamation sequence–Luscar
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2027 Luscar Access Road

2029

Luscar Creek / Jarvis Creek / 

B6

2030 Sphinx / Supertube

2030 C-Baseline

2031 B-Baseline

2031 A-Baseline

2032 Plant/Shop



Feedback we are seeking

• Where can we integrate Traditional Land Uses back onto the landscape?

• Where can we re-establish or accommodate recreation back on the landscape?

• How do we integrate Social and Ecological values for closure planning?

Understanding that

• The final landform is set based on previous development permits

• A Land Management Plan exists for the Luscar mine

• A Land Management Plan from Alberta Environment and Parks will need to be 

developed for Cheviot mine
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Thank you


