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Message from the President
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
2017 proved another successful and rewarding year for
Conservation Visions’ Wild Harvest Initiative® and I am
pleased to present to you our second Annual Report. This
document details our continued progress in meeting
project deliverables. This includes final compilation of
harvest data for all recreationally hunted species for the
years 2015 and 2016 from all 63 management
jurisdictions in Canada and the United States. To validate
entries, we distributed a customized verification form to
each jurisdiction and have now adjusted our records
based upon their feedback, ensuring the quality of our
data. Further, we made considerable progress towards
delineating live, dressed and cumulative consumable
weight estimates for all species’ harvests.
We considerably strengthened our partner coalition, now
known as the Wild Harvest Initiative® Alliance, in 2017,
and welcomed a number of new and influential
supporters to our group, including Sitka Gear, the Alberta
Professional Outfitters Society, Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited, Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta, Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, Global Rescue, and Nevada’s Department of Wildlife. As we begin our
2018 work, the Initiative remains on track to provide the first-ever synthesis and evaluation of
the combined economic, conservation, and social benefits of recreational wild animal harvests
in American and Canadian societies.
Recreational wild harvest in North America should be viewed as one of the most sustainable,
healthy, and environmentally friendly food procurement systems in existence. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s 2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife Associated
Recreation National Overview, published in August 2017, reminds us that - despite the
availability of foods for sale at supermarkets, convenience stores, and restaurants - not all
individuals acquire animal protein from these tertiary sources. More than 35.8 million
Americans went fishing in 2016, while 11.5 million hunted and millions more did so in Canada;
and a large proportion of these individuals personally consumed and also shared their harvest
with others.
In 2018, we will significantly expand the Wild Harvest Initiative’s® Communications Plan,
building on existing outreach to explain in more detail project relevancies and explore
interconnections with diverse stakeholder groups. By positioning the sustainable use of
wildlife in wider social contexts, the Wild Harvest Initiative® will deliver a reasoned and
mature discussion of wildlife use to the wider public, working within emerging social concerns
for food security and food quality, as well as sharing the mounting evidence of the importance
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of nature experiences to human health and wellbeing. In doing so, the Initiative will
demonstrate and help foster the natural alliance between hunting and angling and other
prominent social trends. These include the locavore movement, 100-mile diet, homesteading,
and green living. The intention here is to market the relevance of recreational wildlife harvests
to the broadest possible audience – one that includes youth, women, and minorities; one that
includes fitness trainers, medical doctors, psychologists, and chefs; one that includes artists
and artisans, and indigenous and non-indigenous peoples alike – all through targeted
communications that purposefully embrace the non-hunting and non-angling public. No more
preaching to just the choir! We intend to create a symphony for everyone.
Our innovative approach will help change conversations and provide new insights concerning
the relevance of natural harvests in modern North America and help to incentivize broader
coalitions in support of wildlife. It will also assist in focusing a fundamental question for
conservation policy institutions in the U.S. and Canada, and around the world: If hunting and
angling were to end tomorrow, what would be the consequences? At a time when these
activities are under intense scrutiny and when the loss of natural diversity is increasing at an
alarming rate, such an evaluation is urgently needed.
I believe, more than ever, that the Wild Harvest Initiative® can catalyze real change for the
future of our wildlife and wild spaces. There can be no doubt of its potential to contribute to
a normalizing of hunting and angling, to a renewed and escalated evaluation of wildlife’s value
to modern society, to improved efforts for conservation, and to encouraging hunter
recruitment, retention and reactivation. One natural world, one humanity, one chance…
conservation matters®.

Shane P. Mahoney

President & CEO
Conservation Visions Inc.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
What would happen if hunting and angling were to disappear?
How many pounds of naturally produced, locally sourced meat do we get, on average, from
a wild-harvested white-tailed deer, elk, or antelope? How many pounds come from a limit
of mallards, a wild turkey, or a brace of quail? How many healthy meals can be procured
from a day spent fishing for trout, bass, or salmon? How much of this food will be shared
with family and friends and with people who do not themselves hunt or fish? What does
this mean for our food security? What could this mean for our food insecurity? How much
would it cost to replace this wild food through agriculture and aquaculture? How much
wildlife habitat would have to be destroyed and how much fuel, irrigation water, fertilizer,
and pesticides would have to be used? What would the harvesting, processing, and
transportation costs be? How much more harm would this likely bring to the
environment?
Each year in the United States and Canada, more than 50 million people hunt and fish
recreationally, bringing millions of pounds of healthy food their homes and families from
our fields, forests, lakes and streams. Yet, no serious effort has ever been made to assess
the actual amount, nor the economic value and dietary significance of the wild meat and
fish that we harvest and consume. While we believe the recreational harvest of wildlife in
North America to be one of the most sustainable, healthy, and environmentally friendly
food procurement systems in existence, the truth is, we do not know the combined
economic, social, and conservation value of these activities.
Conservation Visions’ Wild Harvest Initiative® is changing this, providing the first
complete assessment of the significance of recreational wild animal harvests to modern
society, defining the full extent of what may be lost should recreational hunting and angling
disappear and providing, at the same time, a new and heightened valuation for wildlife in
our lives. The project’s outcomes will contribute to conversations about the relevance of
wild animal harvest in modern North American society, exploring its connections to food
security; human health; wildlife, fish and habitat conservation; animal health and welfare;
the environment; the economy; and hunter and angler recruitment, retention, and
reactivation.
The foundation of the Wild Harvest Initiative® is its exclusive relational database
management system. Created as a custom-build using Microsoft® SQL Server®, the
database is now functional and has been populated with hunting harvest data for all 63
reporting jurisdictions in the U.S. and Canada. These data may be used not only to inform
quota allocations, set harvest regulations, and observe population trends, but to uniquely
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reflect the collective contribution of wild animal harvests on regional, national, and
continental bases, a first-of-its-kind achievement. Plans call for the creation of a Big Data
compilation integrating land use and human demographics as well as wildlife harvests.
Ongoing analyses include the estimation of total gross harvested biomass for all 125
species utilized by recreational hunters in the U.S. and Canada as well as the estimation of
dressed and consumable biomass for harvested species in each jurisdiction, and
comparisons between harvest values for different species and jurisdictions. Preliminary
work has also begun on analyses to calculate the economic value and replacement costs for
this wild harvest, major milestones for the project that we hope to achieve in 2018. Initial
assessment of the Wild Harvest Initiative’s® Social Sharing Index (estimating the number
of people who actually consume recreationally harvested wild meat and fish) and
establishing initial metrics for fish harvest data are two additional and important
components of the Wild Harvest Initiative that are now underway.
The reach of the Wild Harvest Initiative® is already reflected in its diverse and expanding
partnership, the Wild Harvest Initiative® Alliance, which includes state governments, the
outdoor industry, conservation NGOS, and individuals. In 2018, with the implementation
of a full communications plan, we will build on the project’s scientific platform, its
momentum, and its potential for mass appeal to reframe the debate about hunting and
angling. We will link recreational wild animal harvest with other natural resource use
traditions – i.e. berry picking, wild fruit gathering, wild mushroom harvesting, beekeeping,
and firewood gathering – demonstrating hunting and angling as philosophically consistent
with these well-accepted practices and forecasting powerful social connections of mutual
support.
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EXPANDING THE RATIONALE: AN INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT
While the Wild Harvest Initiative was designed to focus on the North American context, its
relevance extends far beyond this region of the world. As we continue to develop and
mature the evaluation of recreational wild animal food harvests in Canada and the United
States, efforts are being expanded to find connections and relevance to international
conservation and human livelihoods policy efforts.

Background
Today, many humans feel disconnected from nature and are unfamiliar or out of touch with
the origins of their food. Abundant and convenient foods, available for sale at supermarkets,
department stores, convenience stores, and restaurants, dominate the North American
cultural landscape in terms of popular sustenance. As in many other parts of the developed
world, it is clear that for the majority of Americans and Canadians, the traditional
relationship between humans, food acquisition, and eating has become drastically altered
over time. Yet, not all individuals acquire animal protein from the meat aisle or the frozen
fish section of a local food outlet. Each year in the U.S. and Canada, more than 50 million
people, partake in the legal harvest and consumption of animals and fish obtained through
recreational hunting and angling, harvesting food for themselves and for millions of others
with whom they share their takings, including family, friends, neighbors, and charities. In
doing so, these citizens contribute in numerous ways to the conservation of wildlife, wild
lands and waters, the economy, and to their own food security and well-being. However,
despite numerous evaluations of the significant economic impact of recreational hunting
and angling, little effort has been made to assess the biomass or the economic and
nutritional values of the meat and fish that are harvested and consumed. Furthermore, no
one has posed the question of what it would cost to replace this food through expansion of
existing agricultural, aquacultural, and/or livestock production.

Mission and Vision
The Wild Harvest Initiative® will provide the first complete assessment of the significance
of recreational wild animal harvests to modern North American society. Its mission is to
provide a first-ever evaluation of the biomass and economic value of wild food harvested
by recreational hunters and anglers in the U.S. and Canada, and to assess the wider
community of consumers who share in this harvest. By conjoining these insights with
existing economic assessments of recreational hunting and angling, and by evaluating costs
and mechanisms that might be considered necessary to replace this wild food harvest, the
project will also help focus a wider question facing conservation policy institutions in
countries around the world; if recreational hunting and angling were to cease tomorrow,
what would be the consequences? The Wild Harvest Initiative® will help reframe the
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debate about the modern relevance of recreational wild animal harvesting and effect a new
valuation for wildlife, especially in terms of human food and health.

A Deliberate Approach
Most jurisdictional governments in the U.S. and Canada collect off-take data on some or
most of the species harvested within their boundaries. The Wild Harvest Initiative® is
amalgamating the most recent hunting and angling datasets from every reporting
jurisdiction in the U.S. and Canada into one comprehensive, relational database. The
custom-built database will help facilitate a fuller evaluation of the benefits of hunting and
angling, enable harvest comparisons between different species, regions, and jurisdictions,
and serve as a benchmark for future evaluations of game and fish management quotas and
land use strategies. Jurisdictional comparisons may encourage collaborative or regional,
monitoring of some species to ensure best management practices across political
boundaries. This may be especially important for migratory species or those with large
home ranges that span multiple jurisdictions. The empirical results of the Wild Harvest
Initiative® will be disseminated through an aggressive communications campaign
designed to reach the broadest possible audience, including government, corporations,
media, the hunting and angling public, and the non-hunting and non-angling public.
While some evidence in support of the various benefits of sustainable wildlife use in North
America has been gathered, no integrated, comprehensive evaluation of this activity has
been undertaken to date. Furthermore, discussions of its broader social and ecological
value have often been based on anecdotal evidence and, therefore, have been often
dismissed or undervalued by legislators and policy decision-makers. In providing robust
estimates of biomass, true market value and replacement costs for wildlife harvests that
have occurred, and basing analyses on these, the Wild Harvest Initiative is providing
scientifically verifiable evidence which may be directly referenced by those advocating for
wildlife, wild spaces, and the wider social benefits they provide.

A New Valuation for Wildlife
While the value of sustainable wildlife use, and indeed of wildlife itself, has been ignored
or under-rated in the past by domestic policy makers in North America, having its
importance recognized has also been a struggle for the international conservation
community. One of the main reasons for this is the loss of appreciation for the many
different values and benefits wildlife does provide (Chardonnet et al., 2002).
Food security is an issue of increasing concern globally, including in North America, where
recreational wild animal harvest can be viewed as one of the most ecologically sustainable,
healthy, and environmentally friendly food procurement practices in existence. Such wild
harvests avoid the frequently destructive land and aquatic use practices of large scale
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agriculture, aquaculture, and livestock production, helping meet the dietary needs, and
contributing significantly to the economies and livelihoods, of millions of people. Raising
awareness amongst global citizens about the importance of sustainable wildlife use to food
security is critical to continuing to preserve and protect land suited to this wild food
production.
Understanding the importance of wild meat to food security, livelihoods, and economies is,
therefore, a global concern for leading international social and political institutions,
including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Collaborative Partnership on
Sustainable Wildlife Management (CPW), the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), and the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), to name
just a few. Increasingly, food is being seen as a vehicle to forward many objectives – to
promote healthful lifestyles, build strong and diverse communities, protect the
environment and strengthen the economy (Healthy Eating and Food Security: Promising
Strategies for BC, 2010).
The CPW, for example, in its publication, Sustainable Wildlife Management and Wild Meat
(2014), states that “current policies and regulations ignore the contribution of wild meat
to food security, creating obstacles for legal, sustainable use of wildlife in many countries,”
and that “policymakers need to better understand the complex cause-effect relationships
that lead to conservation successes and failures, balancing the needs of rural peoples with
the desires of those who do not use or live near wildlife.” This is a very real issue for many
regions, especially where human population density and political views vary significantly
between locales.
While in many parts of the developing world unregulated hunting of wildlife for food can
have dramatic and negative consequences for biodiversity, this is certainly not the case
everywhere. Indeed, one reason for the wildlife recovery and conservation success in
Canada and the United States over the past one hundred years has been the
implementation of The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, which promotes
democratic access to and sustainable utilization of wildlife as a renewable source of
healthy food. Yet, this fact is not widely recognized, especially in regions outside of North
America. Thus, by providing an empirical evaluation of the scale and economic value of
recreational wild animal harvest in these two wealthy, democratic and technologically
advanced countries, the Wild Harvest Initiative will provide an important additional
perspective on this issue for international policy makers. Globally, it will provide a “good
practice” example that demonstrates the potential for sustainable use of wildlife to
contribute to human food needs, while helping to incentivize conservation of wildlife
populations. The project will also help identify the policy and guidance structures that
enable wild harvest to be not only sustained and accessed in an equitable fashion.
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Meanwhile, domestically, the Initiative will also make novel contributions to conservation
policy discussions, by helping valuate wildlife as an ecosystem commodity that should be
given greater consideration when decisions on land-use conflict are being made. The
Convention on Biological Diversity concluded in its Global Biodiversity Outlook 3 (2010)
that “habitat loss and degradation create the biggest single source of pressure on
biodiversity worldwide,” and that “for terrestrial ecosystems, habitat loss is largely
accounted for by conversion of wild lands to agriculture, which now accounts for some
30% of land globally, and, in some areas, has been partly driven by the demand for biofuels.”
Unfortunately, our wild spaces are vanishing as human pressures on the earth continue to
escalate. By empirically demonstrating the true social, economic, and ecological value of
wildlife and wild harvested food, we assign added value to the wild habitats upon which
wildlife depend and from which wild food is derived. This, in turn, provides greater
incentive for habitat conservation efforts, domestically and internationally.
IUCN, in its IUCN Policy Statement on Sustainable Use of Living Resources (2000),
concludes that “use of living resources, if sustainable, is an important conservation tool
because the social and economic benefits derived from such use provide incentives for
people to conserve them.” As humans, we are inclined to protect and maintain that which
has value to us. While concerns for wildlife management, cultural traditions, conservation,
and public and private land use policies are highly relevant to some individuals, food and
health matter greatly to every human being; so must wildlife. Delineating the strongest
possible connection between these critical issues lies at the heart of the Wild Harvest
Initiative.

Influencing Policy and Attitudes
Across the globe, biodiversity is declining at an alarming rate. Recent estimates reveal an
exceptionally rapid loss over recent centuries, indicating that a 6th mass extinction may
already be underway (Ceballos et al., 2015). Although knowledge of biodiversity is
increasing, conservation continues to be given a relatively low priority compared to other,
more anthropocentric policy challenges. Currently, there exists a general perception that
biodiversity research is under-used in decision-making and implementation (Spierenberg,
2012). A better, more effective dialogue is needed between biodiversity science and policy
to underpin the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity (Young et al., 2013).
While past projects have aimed to improve communication between conservation science
and government policy development, these have mostly conformed to a “linear” or
technocratic model of communication in which neutral scientific facts are transmitted
directly to policy advisors to solve problems (Nutley et al., 2007). This model has proven
insufficient, “as decision-taking is complex, iterative, and often selective in the information
used” (Young et al., 2013). More effective policy and decision-making in regard to natural
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assets will involve a broader range of stakeholders, and a better educated and, therefore,
engaged public.
The Wild Harvest Initiative® will compile and analyze pre-existing data to produce new
empirical evidence in support of the project’s mission and vision. By assigning empirical
values to each wildlife species harvested in a particular jurisdiction or region, stakeholders
will, in theory, develop a far more comprehensive understanding of the implications of land
development/use in terms of economics, ecological impacts, and nutritional significance.
However, transforming scientific evidence into “usable knowledge” is neither automatic or
straightforward (Haas, 2004). Often, “the scientific output is more likely to be mismatched
to user requirements, i.e. not what practitioners need; it may not be delivered in time or in
appropriate formats; those interacting do not communicate well; scientists feel their
credibility is negatively affected by collaborating with practitioners; stakeholders do not
feel their legitimate concerns are addressed, and so on” (Vogel et al., 2007). This project
will take that additional step, transforming scientific results into “usable knowledge”. Our
conclusions will not just be interesting and informative, but will have obvious, immediate
and practical uses.
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PROJECT MILESTONES AND ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE
Wild Harvest Initiative® Database
➢ Improving the Wild Harvest Initiative® Database. In 2017, we continued to work
closely with Champion Automation, the Pennsylvania-based business contracted to
develop the Wild Harvest Initiative® Database, to modify and improve the relational
database management system and the graphic user interface (GUI). Available data fields
now include species type; animal demographic type (adult female adult male, juvenile,
antlered, antlerless, unspecified/either sex); time period (year of harvest); harvest area
(i.e. state, province); method of take (i.e. archery, firearm, trap, unspecified); publisher (of
the dataset); and manuscript or personal reference source. The Database and GUI have
been expanded to integrate exotic and invasive species classifications; incorporate live
mass, dressed and consumable weights for all harvested species; assimilate a report
designer for jurisdictional harvest verification forms (for quality testing); and add margin
of error to harvest estimates. We have also integrated a mechanism to link PDF documents
to reference records.
➢ Finalized compilation of hunting harvest data (phases 1 – 9). Data from 63 reporting
jurisdictions for 125 hunted species has been compiled for 2014-2015 and 2015-2016.
The WHI hunting harvest dataset is currently the largest existing dataset of its kind. We
continue to add historical harvest records, prior to 2014-2015.
➢ Data quality assurance testing has begun. The WHI hunting harvest dataset is
undergoing extensive quality testing to ensure (1) the scientific rigor of our biomass
estimates, (2) the accuracy and completeness of our harvest records, (3) the validity of our
calculations and assumptions, and (4) the quality of our reference sources. Each datum is
linked to a source and a reference document. As an additional confirmation of data
quality, we distributed harvest verification forms to each state or provincial agency for
evaluation (except for migratory birds and furbearers, which are reported at the
federal level). This is providing an opportunity for jurisdictional representatives to
make additions or corrections to the harvest numbers and/or species records we
currently have. We will continue to implement quality testing through each phase of the
project.
➢ Assignation of live, dressed, and consumable weights for all hunted species. This
information has been gathered from a diverse literature and integrated into the Wild
Harvest Initiative® Database, enabling the calculation of edible weight, or actual food,
procured from recreationally harvested animals. Calculations for all hunted species are
now possible, for all jurisdictions.
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➢ Addition of non-consumed and rarely consumed species to the hunting harvest
dataset. During the early planning phases of the program, a decision was made to exclude
furbearers from the Wild Harvest Initiative®. However, during our data compilation phase
we discovered that worthwhile datasets for these non-consumed and/or rarely consumed
furbearer species were available and decided to include this information in the database.
The incorporation of harvest data for predators and furbearers, though these species are
rarely consumed as food, may encourage and facilitate expanded analyses of the
interconnections between the harvest levels of predator and prey, thus enhancing the
overall utility of the Database.
➢ Addition of land designations (i.e. public, private) to the Wild Harvest Initiative®
Database. In 2017, we compiled data on land distribution and ownership for all 63
reporting jurisdictions. Exploring how much wildlife is harvested from public versus
private land, by jurisdiction, and collectively, will help determine the importance of land
ownership with respect to overall wildlife harvest in both countries. This is the focus of
intense debate currently, in the United States in particular.

Wild Harvest Initiative® Social Sharing Index
➢ Completion of a comprehensive literature review regarding the sharing of wild
harvested meat. An online literature review was conducted to identify sources of
information that may contribute to the development of the Wild Harvest Initiative® Social
Sharing Index. The search included survey results from previous questionnaires
administered to hunters in Texas, as well as in other jurisdictions in the U.S. and Canada,
government reports and technical bulletins, dissertations, academic publications focused
on the sociological impacts of recreational wild meat harvesting, and gray literature.
➢ Development of the Hunter Sharing Survey. Wild foods are typically shared through
families and social circles, as well as with charitable organizations. The benefits of wild
harvested animal protein, therefore, reach not only the harvesters themselves but extend
to many more individuals. In 2017, we began working on the Wild Harvest Initiative ®
Social Sharing Index, an effort to quantify the number of American and Canadian citizens
with whom recreational wild meat harvest is shared. To effectively address this large and
complex task, we will work with state and provincial agencies to administer surveys at the
jurisdictional level. An initial survey protocol has been developed for the state of Texas
and is near finalization. Survey questions are being refined in consultation with the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and other experts in survey design. Following
standard survey protocols, prior to survey distribution we will determine the sample size
required to statistically capture hunter responses in the state of Texas and intend to
stratify our random sampling based upon relevant demographic criteria.
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The objectives of the Hunter Sharing Survey are:
1. to estimate the proportion of Texas hunters who shared wild harvested meat during the
four-year survey period (2014-2017);
2. to determine the number and kind of species from which wild harvested meat was
shared by Texans during the survey period;
3. to estimate the proportion of the total wild meat harvested in Texas that was shared
during the survey period;
4. to establish hunters’ motivations for sharing wild harvested meat in Texas; and
5. to gain better insight to the importance of wild harvested meat to Texan households and
livelihoods.

Academic Program
Addition of a Research Design and Statistical Consultant to the Wild Harvest Team.
Dr. James A. Schaefer, Professor of Biology and Director of Environmental and Life Sciences
Graduate Program at Trent University, Ontario, Canada joined the Wild Harvest Initiative®
in 2017 as a Research Design and Statistics Consultant. Dr. Schaefer holds a Ph.D. in Biology
from the University of Saskatchewan and is a Fellow with the Leopold Leadership Program.
His research focuses heavily on the behavior, demography, and conservation of large
mammals and on issues of spatial and temporal scaling in ecology. He is widely recognized
for his many efforts in communicating science to the general public.
➢ Graduate student progress. Brian Millward, the Wild Harvest Initiative’s® first M.Sc.
graduate student, has completed his course work at Trent University and began data
analysis for his thesis in 2017. This represents meaningful progress towards Mr.
Millward’s primary objective which is to build a biogeographic model of the wild harvest
of large mammals across the United States and Canada. His work focuses on several key
species, including white-tailed deer.

The Wild Harvest Initiative® Alliance
➢ Growing the coalition of support. The Wild Harvest Initiative® Partners Coalition, now
known as the Wild Harvest Initiative® Alliance, was strengthened considerably in 2017,
with new commitments from Sitka Gear, the Alberta Professional Outfitters Society,
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta, Fraternity of the Desert
Bighorn, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Global Rescue, and Nevada’s Department
of Wildlife. The Alliance membership increased in 2017 to 26 supporting partners.
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Communications and Outreach
➢ Expansion of Conservation Visions’ Wild Harvest Initiative® outreach. In 2017 there
was a major expansion of outreach efforts and Conservation Visions achieved a social
media following of more than 250,000 individuals. This dedicated audience was used as a
springboard to vastly extend the reach of Wild Harvest Initiative ® educational and
promotional efforts, including invitational podcast appearances and short films.
Traditional outreach efforts and products such as magazine articles were also expanded
and refined. The following highlights provide some insight to this increased effort.
Short Films:
Shane Mahoney explains the Wild Harvest Initiative®:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMUsAdGxlkQ
The Wild Harvest Initiative®:
https://elknetwork.com/the-wild-harvest-initiative/
Wild Meat, Wild Harvest:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/RMEF1/videos/?ref=page_internal
MSU Lecture:
https://vimeo.com/240854180
Hunting’s Ecological Benefits:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcgRmQRm7LY
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Podcasts:
Beyond the Kill:
https://journalofmountainhunting.com/2017/04/the-modern-relevance-ofhunting-with-shane-mahoney/
The Rookie Hunter:
http://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-rookie-hunter/e/episode-37-shanemahoney-50120747
The Gritty Bowmen:
http://www.grittybowmen.com/gritty-podcasts-blog/2017/8/18/episode-275conservation-matters-with-shane-mahoney
Pace Brothers – Into the Wilderness:
http://paceproductionsuk.libsyn.com/58-shane-mahoney-north-america-modelwild-harvest-initiative-trophy-hunting-pollinators-species-survival-collaborativeworking
Lone Star Outdoors Show:
https://player.fm/series/lone-star-outdoor-show/trophy-hunting-then-and-nowquantifying-wild-game-fish-harvest-in-north-america-with-renownedconservationist-shane-mahoney
Press Releases:
Sitka Gear:
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2017/07/prweb14536719.htm
Whitetails Unlimited:
http://www.theoutdoorwire.com/story/1445216936ytf9yf5hkga
Global Rescue:
http://losporcos.com/world-rescue-helps-wild-harvest-initiative.html
Media Mentions:
https://proinle.com/recipe/202601/my-turn-the-importance-of-hunting
http://www.wideopenspaces.com/wild-meat-wild-harvest-speaks-importancehunting-food/
https://www.downloadgeek.com/download/Wild+Harvest.html?aff.id=9001&aff.subid=100
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http://thepressnewspaper.com/2017/10/21/shane-mahoney-speech-on-the-wildharvest-initiative/

➢ Expansion of the formal Wild Harvest Initiative® Communication Plan. Conservation
Visions engaged with professional marketing and public relations firms in 2017 to explore
options for the development and delivery of a formal communication plan for the Wild
Harvest Initiative® and to procure cost estimates. Proposals were submitted by 6
companies, 4 in the United States and 2 in Canada. A decision will be made in early 2018
and the successful bidder will begin by developing a stand-alone Wild Harvest Initiative®
website.
➢ Conservation Visions’ Wild Harvest Initiative® has a registered trademark.
Following a lengthy process, Conservation Visions was successful in securing U.S.
Registered Trademark status for the Wild Harvest Initiative®. The project name, whether
typed, written, or presented as a logo, must now be accompanied by the registered
trademark symbol. This is important since it will meaningfully deter others from using our
trademark, while offering legal protection against infringement.

Project Management
➢ Development of a detailed progress tracking system. In 2017, we integrated a progress
tracking system into our management plan. The system incorporates a detailed timeline
and linked Gantt chart to provide step by step tracking of project planning and design,
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outreach and marketing, data verification and integrity, human resources, partner activity,
data analytics, data collection, and data entry. This system maximizes the use of project
resources and will improve both our ability to report and to plan strategically.

Figure 1: Wild Harvest Initiative® Progress Tracking
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LOOKING AHEAD
The following milestones are anticipated for 2018:
1.) finalization of first recreational wild meat harvest biomass results;
2.) significant progress in determining fair market value for wild harvested meat;
3.) scoping strategy for determining agricultural production replacement costs for
recreational wild meat harvests;
4.) completion of the initial (Texas) Hunter Sharing Survey and planning for wider
application to provinces and states;
5.) advances in angling data compilation efforts and commencement of quality-testing of
angling data;
6.) completion of Wild Harvest Initiative® web site and finalization of the Wild Harvest
Initiative’s® formal communication plan;
7.) increased promotional efforts that emphasize food security, human health, wildlife,
fish, and habitat conservation, animal health and welfare, ecological and
environmental benefits, economic contributions, and hunter and angler recruitment,
retention, and reactivation, all in terms of the recreational wild harvest of wildlife and
fish;
8.) increased emphasis in all communication and research efforts on the
interconnectivity and philosophical consistency between hunting and angling and
other natural resource use traditions such as beekeeping, firewood harvesting, wild
berry and fruit gathering and wild mushroom harvesting; and
9.) increased diversification and expansion of the Wild Harvest Initiative® Alliance.
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